Volume 10.5, Chapter 1

Some day, even Zaimokuza Yoshiteru will stumble across an easy job
that he can do, probably.
Part 1 tPart2 *Part 3

As anyone on this planet would know, Chiba rarely saw snow during the
ZLQWHU 2EYLRXVO\ WKDW GLGQTWWasHPROIGW AW §
ZLQWHU DIWHU DOO , FRXOG HYHQ FODLP WKDW
other winter country.

Of course, | really had no idea since | had never spent the period
between the end of January to February anywhere else besides Chiba.

The only visible comparison | could go by was the display on the
thermometer and the weather report reporting on the below-freezing
ZHDWKHU EXW UHJDUGOHVYV |, ZRXOGQTW DFWXD
| experienced it for myself.

2Q WKH RW K H &ahothBr@uh thawwHeviumber on the thermometer
ZDVQTW DOzZzD\V UHSUHVHQWDWLYH RI KRZ FROG

In the world, there existed something called a heat index.

You experienced something first-hand, perceived it, learned it, and for
the firsttime, yRX{G DFWXDOO\ IHHO LW

As a juxtaposed example, right now, | could feel a growing divergence
between the number on the wall thermometer and my heat index.

The sole reason for this was due to a single male student in front of me.
Sweat was excretingfromalO RYHU KLV ERG\ HYHQ WKRXJ
winter, his mouth was convulsing, and he was wiping off the sweat at his

brow with the back of his hand covered with fingerless gloves.

3«0X °
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When he groaned with a heavy voice, that student 2 Zaimokuza
Yoshiteru 2 hung his head. As he was doing that, he buried his head into the
coat he was seemingly fond of and closely resembled an avant-garde
monument. He looked like he could be mistakenly placed at the entrance of
a tower apartment for a high-class street in the Musashi Kosugi area.

With just that single groan, Zaimokuza went quiet and the Service Club
returned to a space of stillness.

Aside from Zaimokuza and me, there were other people present in the
club, but every single one of them was absorbed in their own business: one
was reading a book with a cup of tea in one hand, another was fiddling with
her cellphone while chomping down on tea cakes, and the last one was
adjusting her bangs looking at a compact mirror.

3«0OXXXXXQ "~ =DLPRNX]D PRDQHG tithad@ilimyQ G OR
This time his voice was, unlike earlier, feeble. But even so, he received no
response.

When not a single person 2 not even one 2 reacted, Zaimokuza
incessantly moaned over and over again.

Eventually getting fed up with that, a brief sigh came from the diagonally
opposite corner of the table where | was sitting.

When | glanced in its direction, the Service Club president, Yukinoshita
Yukino, placed her cup onto a saucer and pressed against her temple.

Yukinoshita made a gander at Zaimokuza and then slid her eyes over to
PH 3«)RU WKH WLPH EHLQJ VKDOO ZH DVN ZKDW

S(KK«" % XW WKH RQO\ RQH ZKR FDQ WDON ZLWE
The one who reluctantly answered while chomping down on rice

crackers was Yuigahama Yui. With her body collapsed forward on the table,
she turned her head towards me.



Well, for Yukinoshita and Yuigahama to give the suddenly intruding
Zaimokuza some kind of response despite how long it took them, it could be
considered as a form of kindness.

But the problematic one was the one who had him completely ignored
the entire time while gazing into a mirror, Isshiki Iroha. Then again, why are
\RX HYHQ KHUH" , PHDQ LWV QRW D ELJ GHDO R
anything.
,VVKLNL GLGQTW 3adarnuehoalddR Nftej Ehe checked her
bangs, she took out hand cream from her pouch and began skin
maintenance on her hand while humming. She spread the cream along her
thin fingertips and a citric smell filled the air.

That reminds me, Zaimokuzaand IVVKLNL GRQTW UHDOO\ NC
do they?

7TKRXJK DFTXDLQWDQFHV RU QRW LWV OLNHC
any time of the day. Naturally, the opposite held true.

: KLFK OH DO weught, but Yuigahama who had been leaning forward
onthetable DVNHG 3+LNNL ZK\ GRQYW \RX DVN KLP"’
<XNLQRVKLWD QRGGHG DV LI LW ZDV D-kahi¥ HQ
RULJLQDOO\ WKH RQH UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKHVH

S'RQIW SXW PH LQ FKDUJH MXVW EHFDXVH \RX

The only one | was responsible for was Totsuka-tan, you know? | was
VXFK D FUD]\ IDQ WKDW ,19G FUHDWH VRPH IDQV F
concert, you know? But the cuteness of saying Totsuka-tan was abnormal.

In any case, the sole individual in this room who could establish
communication with Zaimokuza was me. | was vaguely aware of how
WURXEOHVRPH LW ZDV JRLQJ WR EH EXW KH GLG
unless | spoke to him.

S=DLPRNX]D ZKDW GLG \RX FRPH KHUH IRU«""

He thenshot XS KLV IDFH VKRZLQJ D VRPHZKDW KD
+DFKLPDQ :KDW D FRLQFLGHQFH WKLV LV~



1R \RX UHDOO\ GRQTW QHHG WR DFW OLNH Wtk

3+DSRQ DV \RX vD\ , DP FXUUHQWO\ LQ D ELW
Zaimokuza stopped for a moment. He corrected his posture as if to begin
anew. As the one listening, | ended up doing the same.

'R \RX UHFDOO RXU H[FKDQJH DERXW P\ ZRUUL
HGLWRU"’

3<HDK 21 FRXUVH WKLY DOVR KDSSHQV WR EH
WKLV ~

Here he goes, blurWLQJ RXW VRPHWKLQJ FRPSOHWHO\
thought.

<XLJDKDPD ZKR KDG EHHQ OLVWHQLQJ QHDUE\
VRPHWKLQJ DERXW OLJKW QRYHOV RU VRPHWKLQ

Man, Yuigahama sure was nice to actually respond. Compared to the
other two, they were more or less giving him the cold shoulder. Even
Yukinoshita who had shown some interest earlier saw no value in listening
WR =DLPRNX]DTV DQVZHU MXVW QRZ DQG IOLSSH:
back to reading with a nonchalant look. As for IsshikiwhodLGQ YW KDYH
interest in him from the beginning, she had a complicated face as she was
adjusting her eyelashes with a curler.

+RZHYHU ZKDW <XLJDKDPD SRLQWHG RXW ZDV
GUHDP VKRXOGTYH EHHQ WR EHFRPH tdw, ®dshkKW QR
period when he claimed he wanted to become a game writer. But he
immediately jumped ship and went back to wanting to become a light novel
author again. His wishy-ZDVK\ QDWXUH PDGH PH WKLQN KH
being a politician.

In any case, | looked at Zaimokuza to see why he had the sudden
change in heart and he crossed his arm with a difficult face.

3+PKP LW LV EHFDXVH OLJKW QRYHO DXWKRUYV
entertainment world. It is a job that does not require a foundation to start, a
job that anyone can do. Quite frankly, no one would be envious of me even



if | became a light novel author and light novels are treated as trash just for
EHLQJ OLJKW QRYHOV«’

Zaimokuza looked dejected as he spoke, but when he popped up his
eyes, hestated ZLWK D VROHPQ YRLFH 3«$QG WKDW LV
VRPHWKLQJ -

3$$QG WKDW LV«"” "HVSLWH VHQVLQJ VRPHWKL(
eyes past his glasses, | had to ask. Upon doing so, Zaimokuza violently
jumped to his feet, knocking his chair back in the process.

S7TR ZULWH LV WR EH FULWLFL]HG 7R UHVW LV
EXVLQHVV \RX DUH EXW D URDGVLGH URFN ,V W

His powerful voiced clamored throughout the room as well as in
my head.When the echoing stopped, Zaimokuza quietly took his seat again
and the room went back to being quiet.

Despite his powerful voice, the room continued to act unconcerned.
Even Yuigahama who had been listening to Zaimokuza moments ago had
went back to fiddling with her phone.

7KH RQO\ RQH ZKR FRXOG OHQG DQ HDU WR =D
ZDV PH |, PLIKWTYH EHHQ XVHG WR EHLQJ DORQF
little excruciating.

S55LJKW« <RX VXUH NQRZ \RXU VWXIll«" , ZDV D
comment on his sudden outburst of lamentation and responded with
something appropriate.

=DLPRNX]D JULQQHG 3, W LV EHFDXVH , VDZ LW

Wow. The internet is so amazing. The internet has, like, eeeverything.

Our exchange thus far had stimulated my satiety center so much that |
was feeling bloated, but Zaimokuza continued on with his wonderful opinion.
3¢V , PHOQWLRQHG HDUOLHU SXEOLVKLQJ HGLWRL
they able to have a stable life, they are one with the industry of creativity. It
Is more or less encroaching on the domain of anime creation! With this, | will
EH DEOH WR PDUU\ D YRLFH DFWRU )XDKDKD -



3<RX PXVW EH GUXQN RQ +DSS\ OHDOV ZLWK DC
KDYH LQ \RXU KHDG«”

That would never happen even if Christmas, New Years, and your
birthday happened on the same day. Heck, throw in Halloween and
ODOHQWLQHYV 'D\ ZKLOH \RXYfUH DW LW 2Q DQRW
3+DSS\ 9DOHQWLQHTV 'D\" ZHUH XVHG QRUPDOO\
VR KDSS\ DERXW WKHP" 9DOHQWLQHYV 'D\ ZDV 6L
DQOQLYHUVDU\ \RX NQRZ« $UH SHRSOH JRLQJ WR
JRROV ~ IRU $SULO )RROV WRR"™

In the same vein as the recent trend of appending happy to anything,
Zaimokuza thoughts were no exception to the rule. They were so happy that
WKH\ ZHUH EDG :KDWTfV EDG" 7KH\ ZHUH VHULRX"

In the first place, his final destination of marrying a voice actor was bad.

7KLY HUDYVY DOUHDG\ VXIIHULQJ IURP ORZ PDUI
could someone like a light novel author ever get married with a voice actor?
Get your head out of the gutter already!

, GRQIW UHDOO\ FDUH LI =DLPRNX]D ZDV KXUW
pointlessly live his misunderstood life, but | had to make sure to inform him.
WV ZKDW WgobtwilF &f & claséhtate.

S=DLPRNX]D °

S:K:KDW LV LW«"’

Either my voice had deepened without me noticing or my passion had
OHDNHG RXW ZLWK LW EXW ZKHQ , FDOOHG =DLP

and looked at me head-on. As | looked into his eyes, | slowly spoke.

S/ HW PH DVN \RX :KHQ \RX ZHUH LQ PLGGOH VF
RQFH \RX JRW LQWR KLJK VFKRRO \RXYG EH DEO

31 XJK -



Bullseyes; Zaimokuza broke into a cold sweat and went dead quiet. |
SUHVVHG | XUWKHUat §8uSoultl e tMnking rgykt now. And that
LV« hNRQFH , JHW LQWR XQLYHUVLW\ , VKRXOG EF}

31QQQJIKREZ GLG \RX NQRZ« "
+H GLGQTW HYHQ QHHG WR DVN O\ DQVZHU ZD\

S(YHU\RQHYYV JRQH WKURXJK WK RWhsErndthRlly H D I'W
letting out a heavy voice. Yes, there, too, was a time where | had those
WKRXJKWYV WYV EHFDXVH , ZDV D WHHQ\ WLQ\ YV
ZRUOG QRU KLV RZQ SODFH LQ LW <RX MXVW FR:
\RXTG JHW aRtventyfive and have children. But as you progressed
through middle and high school, you were gradually exposed to the inner
mechanisms and reality of the world. This made you lower the standards of
\RXU LGHDOLVWLF YLVLRQV <RiaRKRiX@a8AtHw V HH
WKDWY{V WKLV ZRUOG , GDUH VD\«

When | had those thoughts, | suddenly ended up letting out a nihilistic
chuckle. Zaimokuza sighed heavily and stiffly as if in agreement.

But there, | could hear a small cough overlap with a quiet voice.
S(YHU\RQH« , VHH ~
S0PP«’

| turned and YukinoshiiawKR VKRXOGY{YH EHHQ UHDGLQJ
at me. But when our eyes met, she abruptly turned her face away. On the
other hand, Yuigahama who had been fiddling with her cellphone had
stopped her fingers and froze with a troubled expression.

And again, the club room became quiet. + XK" : KDWYV ZLWK WKL
VLOHQFH«"

As | sat there restlessly in the awkward mood, Isshiki removed her gaze
IURP KHU FRPSDFW PLUURU DQG JODQFHG DW XV
GRQTW UHDOO\ FDUH EXW LV LW HDV\ WR HQWHL
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, ZDV XQGHU WKH LPSUHVVLRQ VKH KDGQYW EH
ignoring Zaimokuza the entire time, but apparently, the conversation had
reached her ears.

When Isshiki asked, the stiff atmosphere finally dissolved. She probably
ZDV QW adanyoNd.i@pharticular, but Yukinoshita tilted her head in
FRQWHPSODWLRQ 3,fYH KHDUG WKDW WKHUHTV I
SXEOLVKHUV«’

32KK LW GRHV VRXQG SUHWW\ KDUG KXK"”

It was doubtful that Yuigahama had any idea what the problem was. |
wonder if this girl actually knew what publishers did as a company in the first
SODFH«

In any case, ignoring Yuigahama for the moment, Yukinoshita was right
RQ , UHFDOO KHDULQJ IURP P\ SRSV WKDW LWTYV
employment at major mass media outlets. 1RZ WKHQ OHW(Y{V VHH
LOQWHQW =DLPRNX]D LV LQ FKD (@akétdQ@iidaihdkWeeK R V H
and he was unexpectedly calm.

3, QGHHG , WRR KDYH VFRXUHG WKH LQWHUQFE
TXLWH D WDVN ~ =DLPRNX]D JU R NG cicWedkhts FU R\
KHDG WR WKH VLGH 3+RZHYHU , FDQQRW FRPSU

KDW PDNHV LW VR GLIILFXOW«" [LIKW QRYHO |
sleep. It is a simple job that anyone can do. All you have to do is read
completed manuscripts or send a mail to the people at the top rankings of
M/ HWTV %H £ DRGHDYMWMKHP WR SXEOLVK WKHLU
366 XUH«”

, ZRXOGQMTW KDYH VXVSH F ¥éiHesndidihddrinzed ¥ R Q |
become a light novel author from those thoughtless words of his, but well,
LWV WUXH WKDW WKH ZRUN RI OLJKW QRYHO HG
this bias was unavoidable.

Normally speaking, a light novel editor was an exhausting job. Think
about it, if they had to work together with people who thought pathetically
like Zaimokuza, consider the gastritis, heartburn, and Yamanouchi3 they
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KDG WR GHDO ZLWK« 7KH ZRUVH WKH OLJKW QRY
WKH HGLWRUV WRR«

3:HOO \RX ZRQTW NQRZ XQWLO \RX JHW D MRE

Zaimokuza then wagged his finger while clicking his tongue. This guy
VXUH LV DQQR\LQJ«
32 FRXUVH , KDYH DOUHDG\ FRQFRFWHG SODQ

3<RX GRQYW VD\« /HWYV KHDU WKHP °

S7TKHUH LV QR GRXEW WKDW VHHNLQJ HPSOR\PF}
difficult. But it is another story if you are to transfer occupations. With
someone of my caliber, | simply need to slip my way into an editorial
company or a low-key publisher and aim to be recruited as one with
HISHULHQFH ~ VDLG =DLPRNX]D FKXFNOLQJ ZLWHK
, WV D P\VWHU\ ZK\ KH VHHPHG VR FRGQGMUgQffhlsQJ Z

32KK KHfV VXUSULVLQJO\ WKLQNLQJ WKLQJV W
As it turned out, Yuigahama was easily deceived.

1R \RXU ILUVW SUREOHP LV KRZ \RXTUH JRLQ.
FRPSDQLHVY DQG SXEOLVKHUV«’

His proposal was the very image of a written career plan. Except, the
only issue was how super deformed and unrealistic it was. As if spotting
WKRVH ORRSKROHY <XNLQRVKLWD VTXLQWHG DC
ILUVW SODFH LI ZH Y UedtdreQin-sizedtapanids) D&y
VKRXOGQYIYW EH DFWLYHO\ UHFUXLWLQJ«”

But not listening to things that were inconvenient to him were the EARS
of Zaimokuza.

3$QG WKHUH |, WKRXJKW 1 , FDQ DPDVV HGLWI
easily find employment DW *D*D*D % XQNR«’

3<RXTUH XQGHUHVWLPDWLQJ *D*D*D WRR PXFK:-



6R \RX VD\ EXW ZHYfUH WDONLQJ DERXW RQH R
LQ WKH FRXQWU\ 6KRJD NXWB Qokihg dows Qrikize«world
VR PXFK WKDW LW ZDV UHIUHWKaki@el EXW OHWYV

The issue was what followed.

3¢V VXFK LQ RUGHU WR DFFXPXODWH WKDW H[
FUHDWLQJ D GRXMLQVKL ~

38K KXK <HDK ZHOO GR \RXU EHVW ~

38P X« % XW FXUUHQWO\ |, KD4thatQdanprdate dH FRP U
GRXMLQVKL ZLWK« $ ph(WUXH FRPUDGHY WKDW FDC(
GR«’

355LIJKW«’

KDW LV ZLWK WKDW FULQJHZRUWK\ SKUDVH \R
bad vibes from h L P «As | trembled from my bad premonition, as if to stop
that shaking of mine, Zaimokuza placed his hands on my shoulders.

Then, he showed me a smile that was bright enough to illuminate the
world.

S6R« +DFKLPDQ OHW XV PDNH RQH WRJHWKHU
3, UHIXVH, fPOQRW \RXU FRPUDGH ~

<RXU HDV\JRLQJ HQWKXVLDVP DV LI \RX ZHUH \
VRPH EDWHAD/IMAW HQRXJK WR LOOXPLQDWH P\ Z]
LQGHILQLWH UHWLUHPHQW KHUH 7KRXJK ,1G EH
compensated.

S+DFKLPDDDDDDDDDDDQ :HUH ZH QRW DOZD\V
DOzZD\V EH VR FUXHO " nanbylLcBIRdANEe] ®udl Qvé&r ladd over
again. You really think | can go along with your nonsense all the time? As |
LIQRUHG =DLPRNX]DTV JUXPEOLQJ WKHUH ZDV W
mirror,

When | looked towards the sound, Isshiki who had either finished
polishing herself up or checking over her appearance put away her mirror in
her pouch. Then, she propped up her chin with her index finger and tilted
KHU KHDG LQ FRQWHPSODWLRQ 338PPP ZKDW{IV C
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3:HOO WR SXW LW -Made 8dok. Yowwité ypunotrOnhanga
RU VRPHWKLQJ OLNH WKDW DQG PDNH LW LQWR L

3«5LJKW °

Isshiki was still seeing question marks even after my explanation. |
ZDVQTW D SURIHVVLRQDO RQ WKH VXEMHFW P\VH
it to her.

As | struggled over the explanation, sitting diagonally from me,
<XLJDKDPD VKRW XS KHU KDQGV JRLQJ 3PH PH ~

3, NQRZ ZKDW LW LV ,WTV FDOOHG &RPLNHW R
ZKHUH \RX GUDZ \RXU RZQ PDQJD , WKLQN +LQD

S7TKDWTV D UDWKHU VORSS\ HV QU Q DIRIEFFEQ H YO/
VSHFLDO EXW ZHOO \RXTfUH RQ WKH ULJKW WUD

7KLV WLPH <XNLQRVKLWD KDG DQ XQFRQYLQFI
apply only to manga. When | hear the term, | have a stronger association
ZLWK WKH ILHOG RI OLWHUDWXUH DQG WKH DUW\

S5LIJKW WKHUHTV WKDW WRR °

$FWXDOO\ LI ZHTUH JRLQJ WR WUDFH WKH WHL
and great writers had produced their own books before. Literature
likeShirakaba6 and Garakuta Bunko were even in school textbooks.

,Q UHDOLW\ GRXMLQVKLYVY ZHUH H[SDQVLYH LQ
just manga, but review books, investigative study books, or even photo
albums. There were distinct genres as well as an extreme variety of content
out there.

Also, when | mentioned review books, that ranged from critique books on
military affairs to a review synopsis of a previous cour anime. There were
even books of rock-paper-scissor victories between Sunday anime7, too.
Furthermore, large-scale doujin activities went beyond just books and
extended to cosplay, self-produced anime, drama CDs, and character
goods. So, the scope was huge.
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S5LJKW VR &RPLNHW« 1RZ WKDW \RX PHQWLRQ

So you know about it, Raiden?8 :HOO &RPLNHWYfV EHHQ WK
WHOHYLVLRQ DQG VSHFLDO SURJUDPV UHFHQWO\
about its existence.

However, Isshiki seemed to have a one-sided understanding of it.

3., VQIfW LW OLNH D SODFH ZKHUH \RX FDQ PDN
asked, leaning slightly forward in keen interest with sparkling eyes. Her
movements were like that of a pure maiden, but what came out of her mouth
ZDV FRPSOHWHO\ WHUULEOH«

31R WKDW{V QRW Qle&rkhewiBuallyQisrabaidtheir |
SURILWV ~

'‘RXMLQVKL ZHUH ILUVW DQG IRUHPRVW 3, PDNI
WKHLU REMHFWLYH ZDV VXSSRVHGO\ QRW IRU SU
ZDVQIYW FOHDU RQ WKH GHWDLOV P\Vid€slwhéo XW D |
created doujinshi, if you factored in their sundry expenses, they typically
hovered between the red and green, plus and minus, or zero.

3«7KH\ GRQYW SURILW« EXW VWLOO GR LW"" 8S
began holding her head. ItseemssKH ZDV KDYLQJ WURXEOH X

S6R LWV VRPHWKLQJ OLNH D ZRUOG RI KREELH
Yukinoshita who | could imagine spending money on her hobbies like tea,
Pan-san the Panda, and cat merchandise, it might actually be up her alley.

STKDW NLQG RI VWXII LV SUHWW\ DPD]JLQJ WKR?>
FKHZLQJ KHU FDQG\ *LYHQ WKDW LWV KHU VKH
HYHQ WKRXJK VKH GLGQTW VRXQG OLNH LW 6KH

S'RXMLQ DFWLYLWLHYV DUHQTW DQ\WKLQJ UDUH
ZKR ZDQW WR PDNH ERRNV \RX NQRZ -~

3<RX WKLQN VRRRR"" ,VVKLNL VWLOO KDG D VN
with cultural things such as doujinshi that were foreign in nature to someone
like Isshiki, her impressions were normal.
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But there were other examples similar in concepit.

37 KHUH DUH WKLQJYVY OLNH IUHH QHZVSDSHUV W
7KLQN RI WKDW °~ , VDLG

<XLJDKDPD WDSSHG KHU KDQGV 32K VR VRPHYV
SXW XS GXULQJ VFKRRO IHVWLYDOV °

3«2KK WKDW , FDQ XQGHUVWDQG ~ ,VVKLNL QR
an image of it.

S5LIJKW" %DVLFDOO\ ITUHH Q&hArSBtip8dbUUVY DUH RY
GRXMLQVKL ~

S+HDULQJ \RX SXW LW OLNH WKDW PDNHV LW VI
WKDWTV D SHUIHFW ZD\ WR SXW LW«" $V LI UHPH
Yukinoshita pressed firmly against her temple.

:KDW D FRLOQFLGHQFH ZKHQ-D Z2HOHV L RQIKBIDE W
went blank there, too.

3. Q bQ\ FDVH WKHUH PLJKW EH VRPH %,$6 ZKH
NEWSPAPERS, but | think we managed to come to a mutual
&21&(1686 21 FRXUVH ZKHQ ZHYfUH WDONLQJ DER
LWYIV RQ D &%$6( %< &%$6( %%$6,6s tor@ach@QcRayGHU IRU
AGREEMENT, the only thing we can do hereafter is to look at them each
with TRIAL AND ERROR as an INFLUENCER, that way, we can COMMIT
RQ VRPHWKLQJ ZLWK WKH UHVXOW ~

S6HQSDL ZKDW WKH KHFN DUH \RX VD\LQJ«"" |V
looked like she had backed a few centimeters away from the back of my
chair.

32K VRUU\ O\ DZDUHQHVY ZHQW RYHUERDUG IF

s, W PD\ KDYH EHHQ EHWWHU LI LW KDG MXVW J
Yukinoshita sighed in astoundment.
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Either way, we were now all on the same page that doujinshis were
hobbyist things.

People who created free newspapers were more or less no different
IURP GRXMLQ FLUFOHV ,Q RWKHU ZRUGV WKH\ Z
DZDUH W\SHV’

If I had to say, doujinshis existed on just the numbers of genres and on
the numbers of people.

S6R ZKDW NLQG RI ERRN DUH \RX ORRNLQJ WR

He thought silently for a moment. Then, he lifted his face with a crisp
face and opened his mouth.

3)XPX , VXSSRVHNRWEID ® QRWH O« , DP QRW NQF
DERXW DQ\WKLQJ LQ SDUWLFXODU QRU GR , SRV\

His reasons were way too pathetic.

, VOQIW LW DERXW WLPH \RX VWRS ZLWK WKDW K
EHFRPH D OLJKW QRYHO t h&XWr Radt, 1 want yotG airh 19
EHFRPH D OLJKW QRYHO DXWKRU ZLWK D SURSHU
DEOH WR ILQG HPSOR\PHQW VR ,900 EHFRPH D C

3,0 WKH HQG LWYTV JRLQJ WR EH D OLJKeMNQR Y+
WKHUHTV SOHQW)\ RI ZD\V WR JHW WKHP SXEOLVK
PHQWLRQHG HDUOLHU p/HWYIV %H D 1IRYHOLVW |
KDYH KLIJKHU FKDQFHV Rl GHEXWLQJ LI \RX WULH

As rare as it was for me, | gave Zaimokuza some constructive advice,
EXW KH GLGQTW VHHP YHU\ NHHQ DERXW LW 30P|
YHU\ PXFK ~°

S:KY QRW" 7U\N LW LWTV SUHWW\ GDUQ SRSXODL
8QLYHUVH S5HLQFDUQDWLRQ 3HHUOHVYV &KHD5HP

3« + XK"’



The instant | uttered that, Isshiki let out a low voice as if she was saying,
3:KDW WKH KHFN LV WKLV JX\ VD\LQJ«"’

KDWYV ZLWK WKDW ORRN" +RZ LUULWDWLQJ« '
now? | thought, and it turned out | did.

The girls huddled their chairs together in a group and began whispering
in deliberation.

SSDUDOOHO 8QLYHUVH" &KHD" :KDW GLG KH VD

3& KH5HP« ZKDWYV WKDW"’

SOD\EH KH PHDQV FKHHWDUDV""

5HILQHG VQDFNV \RXfUH LQWR WKHUH ,VVKLNI

Parallel Universe Reincarnation Peerless CheaRem recites the tale of
the protagonist being reincarnated in a parallel world while building a harem
through his peerless, cheating powers. Crap, trying to explain it made no
sense to me at all.

'HOO LWV VRPHWKLQJ WKDW VKRXOG MXVW E
7TKHUHYV QR QHHG WR IRUFHIXOO\ H[SODLQ LW W
was it something that everyone needed to understand.

Parallel Universe Reincarnation Cheating stories were originally similar
WR OLJKW QRYHOV VR LWV ILQH DV DV ORQJ WK
with them.

$QG WKLV GLGQYW DSSO\ WR MXVW OLJKW QRY

It applied to everything. Words, or even feelings.

As long those things were able to reach the one person you wanted to
FRQYH\ WKHP WR RU PDNH KDSS\ WKDWYV PRUH

%XW , ZRQGHU ZK\" /W MXVW ZDVQ9YW-shHaval.L QJ



Even now, he was ignoring what we were saying and was wriggling his
arms and legs as if desperately holding something in.

S$UJKKKK 7KDW LV QRW WKH LVVXH W LV QRW
UHFHLYHG LW LV , GR QRW FDUH DERXW WKDW D
just, um, you know? How should | put it!? | do not like the idea of being
confined to things like rankings and standings! Like, | do not want people
FULWLFL]JLQJ P\ ZRUN EHKLQG D VFUHHQ RU VRPH

| was almost deluded into thinking he had uttered something cool for an
instant there, but there were all sorts of curious words coming out of his
mouth. And one answer came to mind.

S$KK +XK" 'R WKH\ GLVSOD\ WKH UDQNLQJV WK
D OLWWOH WRR URXJK VHHLQJ KRZ XQSRSXODU \

31R $EVROXWHO\ QRW 5DQNLQJV VWDQGLQJV
bother me in the slightest! Things like rankings are nothing more than a
PHWULF 7KH UHVW QHHG RQO\ EH FRYHUHG ZLWEk
eagerly.

+RZHYHU LQ WKH HQG WKHUH ZHUH MXVW VRP
courage alone. With how transparent he was being about the thing he was
concerned about, he was completely see-through!

3«2K 6R \RXU VSLULW EURNH IURP DFWXDOO\

S7TKDWYV VRPH JURZWK RQ KLV SDUW FRQVLGHL
need to show something like thattothe SXEOLF ~
3<HS \HS KHYV JRW WKH JXWYV ’

Yukinoshita and Yuigahama looked both surprised and impressed as
they complimented Zaimokuza. But just to make sure, you
guys werecomplimenting him, right? Right? Because | was completely
under the impression you guys were being incredibly sarcastic there! Then
DJDLQ WKLV ZDV <XNLQRVKLWD ZHTUH WDONLQJ
sarcastic!

|, however, was in the mood to praise Zaimokuza.



HYUH WDONLQJ DERXW D PDQ ZKR FRXOG QHYFH
much less submit an entry to the Rookie of the Year award. While it
PLIKWJYYH EHHQ MXVW RQ WKH LQWHUQHW KH VYV
GRPDLQ :KHQ , WKLQN DERXW KRZ WKHUHTfV JRL(
suffer from reading his work besides me, | felt ecstatic. Everyone should just
suffer more. If everyone suffered together, the world would definitely turn
peaceful.

Or so | thought, but Zaimokuza shook his hand back and forth in a
UHMHFWLQJ QRWLRQ 31R , GLG QRWKL&r RI WKH
VHHLQJ DQRWKHU SHUVRQYY ZRUN JHW GDPQHG

32K RND\«”

/IRRNV ZHfUH VWLOO D ORQJ ZD\ IURP ZRUOG S|

7TKDWTTV =DLPRNX]D IRU \RX +LV WLWOH RI D SI
VKRZ 1R ZDLW OHWITV WKLQN DERXW LW WKLV Z
IURP VHHLQJ VRPHRQH HOVHYV ZRUN JHW EDVKH(
his considerable sensitivity. Surprisingly, he might have the aptitude to
EHFRPH D ZULWHU«

However, | personally believe that the most important aspect of being a
OLJKW QRYHO ZULWHU ZDVQITW WKH DELOLW\ WR
HYHQ D ULFK LPDJLQDWLRQ LWV WR QRW EH VH

WKDWYfV LPSRUWDQW ZDV WR KDYH D PHQWDOL

<RX ZRXOGQYW ORVH UHIJDUGOHVYV RI ZKDW ZD'
LQ HYHQ LI \RX GLGQffW VHOO \RX ZRXOGQTW VD
EORJ RU 7ZLWWHU \RX ZRXOGQITW JdhdedtDgeU L HG
VRPH VDOHV \RX ZRXOGQTW JHW GLVKHDUWHQHC
ZRXOGQTW JHW LQYROYHG LQ GLVSXWHV RI RQH
\RX ZRXOGQTW ORRN GLUHFWO\ DW D VLWXDWLRC(
exaggerate yourown DELOLW\ \RX ZRXOGQTW EHOLHYH L
\RX ZRXOGQTW ZRUU\ DERXW \RXU IXWXUH DQG \F
ZRXOGQIYW FU\ RQ D ORQHO\ QLIJKW \RX ZRXOGQ
UHFHLYLQJ ZRQGHUIXO QHZV SHRombtReX @aGe3 TW OH\V
ERWKHU \RX \RX ZRXOGQYfW UHVLJQ LI \RX VWRS



ZRXOGQIYW UXQ DZD\ IURP GHDGOLQHVY DQG \RX .
your surroundings.

These NAI-NAI 1610 things were necessary components in your
mentality to become a light novel author.

The strength of your mentality 2W KDWYV WKH PRVW LPSRUW
novel As Long | Had a Little Sister had thatwriWWHQ LQ LW 1R PD\
<HDK LW SUREDEO\ GLGQYfW

But since Zaimokuza was neither professional nor gutsy, | had to lead
him down a path that was hassle-free! His mentality was completely like
SODLQ WRIX WKDW ,9G UHFRPPHMG KDYLQJ KRW ¢

| straightened my posture and cleared my throat. With a voice calmer
WKDQ QRUPDO , VDLG 3=DLPRNX]D ,WTV OLNHO\
FRS\ 'RQIW \RX WKLQN LWJG EH OHVYV SDLQIXO L

Zaimokuza stammered, imagining the likelihood of that occurring.
KHWKHU LWV HQGXULQJ WKH KHDW RI WKH VXP|
winter convention, the feeling of being by yourself at your booth, listening in
on the amiable voices of the cosplay girls at the nearby booths, watching a
huge line form at the circle in front of you, and looking up at the ceiling
EHFDXVH \RX FRXOGQfW VWDQG IDFLQJ \RXU RZQ
VLQJOH FRS\« &RXOG =DLPRNX]D KDQGOH VXFK D
absolutely not.

Eventually, ZaimokuzafV VKRXOGHUV GURSSHG DQG DV
YRLFH KH VDLG 3«<RX KDYH D SRLQW °

3, \RXYUH DLPLQJ WR EHFRPH DQ HGLWRU LW
RWKHU PHWKRGYV LQVWHDG RI PDNLQJ D GRXMLQ"

3) XPX« , VHH , VHH«  =DLPRNX]Dy &s@XigspdtHG KR
was broken from my pressingwords. *RRG JRRG QRZ , ZRQYW |
DERXW PDNLQJ D GRXMLQVKL ZLWK =DLPRNX]D«
Once Zaimokuza who had a loud voice earlier turned docile, the room
was submerged in silence. | let out a sigh of relief now that we had finished
this issue. Then, there was the sound of crackers being chomped.
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3% XW KH\ KRZ GR \RX HYHQ EHFRPH DQ HGLWR
chewing.

=DLPRNX]D OLIWHG KLV IDFH 3, QGHHG WKDW L
Now that they brought it up, | was interested as well.

3, JXHVV ZH VKRXOG ORRN LW XS«’
As Zaimokuza had so elegantly stated earlier, everything was on the
LOWHUQHW 7KDW LQFOXGHG WKLQJYVY WKDW VKR)>

S<XNLQRVKLWD OHW PH XVH WKH FRPSXWHU ~

3«:H DUHQTW D FRPSXWHU URRPdassKa\stoQdRup.K L W
She took out the laptop and promptly prepared it for me.

| faced the laptop looking to ask Google-sensei some questions and a
chair was placed down next to me.

When | looked to my right, Yukinoshita was sitting in the chair and
digging through her bag to take out her glasses.

After gently lifting up her glossy, black hair, she carefully wore her
glasses as if she was putting on a tiara.

Her slender and supple fingertips slowly moved away from the frame of
her glasses. Whenever she blinked, her long eyelashes looked like they
were close enough to brush the lenses. Once she had finished preparing,
without facing anyone in particular, she nodded and quietly scooted the
chair in to look at the laptop.

In doing so, her hair would flutter with the sweet fragrance of SABON11.

&ORVH«

With her sitting right next to me, | had this strange, itchy discomfort that
caused me to wrestle my body to the left so | could get comfortable. But
when | did that, my nose was greeted with a faint whiff of lingering citrus.
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Before | had even realized, Yuigahama made her way around to my left
and was sitting.

She leaned her body forward as if to rest her chin on the table. Every
WLPH RXU HOERZV OLJKWO\ EXPSHG HDFK RWKHU
the other to make some space.

%XW MXVW ZKHQ , WKR XaheWoivi KidifjabaRaSwb@d X S
avert her eyes and our positions would stay the same. In that case, | had to
do the moving, but when I felt the hems of my blazer rubbing past her skirt, |
was unable to move any farther.

«&ORVH
Furthermore, there was another presence behind me.

Indoor sandals squeaked against the floor.

When | turned my head around, Isshiki was standing behind me. She
peeked her head past the tip of my shoulder to look at the screen of the
computer.

The sensation of her hands which she placed on my shoulders as if to
lightly entrust her weight on mine and her body warmth made me strangely
conscious and even her shallow breathing had reached my ears. Thanks to
that, chills ran up my spine.

«/[LNH , VDLG \RXYfUH WRR GDPQ FORVH
With my flanks and my rear occupied, my only option was to pitch
forward.

But even my front was sealed off.

Zaimokuza came directly to my front and looked down on the laptop as if
he was some kind of giant, bald yokai.
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<RXfUH WRR FORVH JHW DZD\ IURP PH

Pressured in almost all directions, | huddled my shoulders together while
typing in the keywords that came to mind. Numerous search results
immediately displayed onscreen.

3$ MRE KXQWLQJ VLWH ZLWK D MRE KXQWLQJ E.
IRU MRE VHDUFKLQJ LQ SXEOLFDWLRQ« 7KH\ KDY

32K +LNNLERRXWDNVKLY RQH"’

As | scanned several notable links, Yuigahama leaned forward with her
body and pointed at the screen. Then, Yukinoshita also inclined her head
this way and read the entry that Yuigahama had indicated.

3$ MRXUQDO RI VXFFHVVIXO H[SHULHQFHV« ,W
someone who received unofficial offers from actual publishers. | suppose
WKDW VKRXOG EH ILQH ~

S6HQSDL KXUU\ KXUU\ " VVKLNL UXVKHG PH D

$JDLQ \RXYUH WRR FORVH ,YfP JHWWLQJ DOO \
EDFN XS ILIWHHQ FHQWLPHWHUY DZD\ IURP PH R

, JDYH =DLPRNX]D D ORRN RI ZKDW WR GR DQG
D ORRN ~

3«$OULIKW OHWIV FKHFEN WKLV RQH WKHQ °

| clicked the aforementioned link and the top page of the journal of
successful experiences loaded on the screen.

The headerhad 3 $EVROXWH %HVW 8QRIILFLDO 2I1IHUV
RlI 36 XFFHVVIXO ™ -RE +XQWLQJ ([SHUL HIQdked a8 W 3
the title.

S«+H\ ZKDW GRHV LW PHDQ E\ phEHVW XQRIILFLI
ZRUVW XQRIILFLDO RIIHUV RU VRPHWKLQJ"’

3+ROG RQ ~



When | asked, Yukinoshita extended out her hand to the mouse from my
side. She opened up a different tab and began searching for best unofficial
offers and so forth. While she was doing that, her long black hair would
brush and tickle the back of my hand. Naturally, | withdrew my hands to my
knees and sat in a well-mannered pose.

2QFH KHU VHDUFK GLVSOD\HG WK HerasHikextOWV \
refers to an unpublicized ranking of prospective employees within the
company. The best offers seem to be referring to the ones at the top of
WKRVH UDQNLQJY 8SRQ HQWU\ LQWR WKH FRPSD

WUDLQHHY DQG WKH\fOO DOVR KDYH WKH DGYDQ
RU VR LW VD\V ~

3<RX NQRZ MXVW KHDULQJ pH[HFXWLYH WUDLQ

That sounds like a sweatshop if | ever heard one. It sounded as
ZRUULVRPH DV VORJDQV OLNH 37KH IHHOLQJ RI E
JHQHUDWLRQ DUH VKRZLQJ JUHDW HIIRUWY = 1RZ
DERXW ZKDW OLH DKHDG LQ NHQNHQYV IXWXUH

Well then, having already witnessed something frightening, we might as
ZHOO IROORZ DORQJ WKLY NHQNHQ RU ZKDWHYH!I

to wonderfully become a corporate slave of a publisher through his best
unofficial offers.

We scrolled down the screen and decided to read the journal entries one
by one.

SEVROXWH %HVW 8QRIILFLDO 2IITHUV NHQNHOQ
-RE +XQWLQJ ([SHULHQFHY DW 3XEOLVKHUV °
This blog will discuss the process of getting the best unofficial
offers from publishers one by one!

All rights reserved @kenken

1. Filling Out The Job Application
-$9v D VWUDQJH DFURQ\P LVQYfW LW ORO "



On the applications, there are standard questions that ask you to
provide a short CV, your work history, and your motive for applying.
Besides those, there are also questions unique to every company
such as: write an essay or comedy skits on three topics, recent news
that interested you, three people who are currently the center of
DWWHQWLRQ \RXU PRVW HPEDUUDVVLQJ VWRU\ F
they have eccentric parts as well such as having blank white pages
DVNLQJ \RX 33OHDVH XVH WKLV VSDFH WR GHVFL
-RE RIILFHY DOVR VWRUH SDVW -3V DV ZHOO
to ask upperclassmen from a seminar or a club to let you see theirs!
$V DQ DGGHQGXP UHJDUGLQJ WKH &9«
Recently, there have been many job applications that do not have a
university name listed, so you will not always be put through an
academic filter. As a matter of fact, | have championed the stance
against the very existence of academic filters from the start. Many
students who were extended unofficial offers from famous companies
were from well-known universities, but | feel the reason for this is only
because said students happened to attend a well-known school and
was chosen based on their hidden potential and not the brand or
strength of their alma mater.
Perhaps many companies will begin to recruit people by evaluating
them on a much more equal and personal level without any bias.
Conversely, perhaps we, the job seekers, also should not judge a
company based on their brand or their name value. It is possible that
being aware of the fact that the companies and job seekers share a
mutual position in selecting each other may be the key to success.
| want to send this saying to everyone.
3:KHQ \RX JD]JH ORQJ LQWR WKH DE\WV WKH DE
\RX ~ 1LHW]VFKH

+RK«WTV DFWXDOO\ ZULWWHQ TXLWH GHFHQWC
why was kenken sending the words of Nietzsche to us? | honestly would
prefer Nietzsche himself doing that.
Yukinoshita who had been looking at the blog together with me nodded
her head as she continued reading. But Yuigahama and Isshiki had a
disgusted expression and looked slightly hesitant.

3, WYV VR ZRUG\«” <XLJDKDPD PXUPXUHG



<RX ZRQMW EH DEOH WR UHDG &RQDQ LI WKLV I
down. There might be a lot of words, but interesting things are still
interesting!

While thinking that, my shoulder was tapped repeatedly in irritation.

S7TKLV LV NLQGD DQQR\LQJ LVQTW LW«"" VDLG ,
continued tapping my shoulder with her fingertips. $SOULJKW @pgpmgVv V
my shoulder now, okay?

%XW ZHOO ,VVKLNLYV IHHOLQJYV ZHUH XQGHUYV
IHG XS ZLWK WKLV SHUVRQTV ZULWLQJ

, WV D P\VWHU\ DV WR ZK\ KH ZDV DFWLQJ VR k
FROQWHQW VRXQGHG OLNH VRPHWHytaydre\imixégrsstyK H D
student. Just the thought of university having a lot of these people made me
QRW ZDQW WR JR«

That being said, this kenken person or whatever was considerably pretty
out there from the start. My motivation was just going to disappear If his
entries after this one were going to be just as enthusiastic. KinKi Kids12 or
Yoshida Terumil3 were the only ones | could think of that had this much
energy.

3)XPX« , VHH , VHH , XQGHUVWDQG LW QRZ PF
SURFHHG WR WKH QH[W °

,WIV GRXEWIXO WKDW =DLPRNX]D DFWXDOO\ UI
nodded back and clicked to the next page.

2. Written Exams

Many publishers test on general knowledge, but there are some
who give out SPI tests. They sell workbooks for both types of tests, so
it would be wise to prepare with them beforehand. For ordinary
companies, SPI is required. In addition, you may have to take the SPI
test if you are changing occupations. There is no harm in preparing for
it as well. As for the written portion of the exam, based on my personal
experiences, Company S and Company K asked good extensive
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guestions while Bookstore K asked bad questions that were focused
on failing you. So for those who are trying Bookstore K, beware!

While he appeared calm, he slipped in some words of resentment
WRZDUGY %WRRNVWRUH .« -XGJLQJ E\ WKLV WKLV
at Bookstore K.

S+DFKLFZIXK@W LV 63," $ VS\"’

KHQ =DLPRNX]DYV YRLFH FDPH GRZQ IURP DER
S, VOQIW WKDW VRPH NLQG RI PDJD]JLQH" 6LQFH LW
WR UHDG WKDW KXK"’

3:KDW \RXYfUH WDONLQJ DERXW LV WKH p63$% T F

$ 3633% ° WHV We hekisthat¥ Kre they going to tell me to
SDQVZHU ZLWK WKH WRS WKLUW\ J\R]D VWRUHYV #
frightening thing was that the publishers could easily ask you questions
\RXTG JHW RQ 4XLI4&KDPSLRQV

%XW , ZDVQIW YHU\ NQRZOHGJHDEOH RQ WKH \
when | was in a bind with answering, Yukinoshita quietly reached out to the
laptop. She opened another tab and began searching for SPI tests.

When she finally stumbled upon a relevant page, she slowly moved her
KDQG WR KHU FKLQ DQG QRGGHG 37R SXW LW VL
W VHHPV OLNH« WKH\ PHDVXUH D VHW RI VNLOO
calculative thinking, and communication ability as well as your character
WKURXJK D SHUVRQDOLW\ DVVHVVPHQW °

Yukinoshita consolidated the important points and explained while
SXVKLQJ XS KHU JODVVHYV ZLWK KHU PLGGOH ILQ.
seem to make much sense since her mouth was agape.

32KKKK« VR \RXYfUH VD\LQJ LWV OLNH D SV\FKI
WRWDOO\ JHW WKDW ~ VDLG <XLJDKDPD EULJKWDO
Yukinoshita.
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Yukinoshita then looked away in the opposite direction as if she had
JLYHQ XS RQ VRPHWKLQJ 3«:HOO , VXSSRVH WKL
HQRXJK ~

1R WKDWYV GHILQLWHO\ ZURQJ °
S<XNLQRWHQ@®MDML SOHDVH GRQfW JLYH XS RQ HJ

As if having second thoughts, Yukinoshita closed her eyes and started to
think.

3., VXSSRVH ,fP VXUH Hsahcnuixdedanilir Pdive
more thought to my explanation. In a way that Yuigahama-san can
XQGHUVWDQG« ,Q D ZD\- WIK@ W DX XJDEKHUWPDW D Q G «”
muttered in whispers while earnestly contemplating.

6HHLQJ WKDW <XLJDKDPDYV VKRXOGHUV GURS
KXUWYV«’

Well, trying to explain or understand a test you had never taken before
might be difficult. In this case, you had to take these tests for yourself to
actually understand them. Whether we like it or not, we all had to take these
tests someday eventually. 8JKK , UHDOO\ GRQYYW ZDQW WR
+RZHYHU LWV UHDVVXULQJ WKDW \RX FRXOG
beforehand.

I WKHUHTYV VRPHWKLQJ GLIILFXOW LQ WKH SUF
were in the upcoming entries.

Now, just how was kenken going to get past this obstacle? | proceeded
to the next entry to see what he had in store for us.

3. The First Interview
7KHUH DUH RFFDVLRQV ZKHUH \RXYfOO EH LQWF
There was this guy at Big K that kept butting in and trying to

SURYRNH PH +H ZDV VHULRXVO\ DQQR\LQJ ,900



That was all that was written. <RXfJUH VXGGHQO\ QHJOHFWL
HISODQDWLRQV QRZ DUHQTW \RX NHQNHQ" %XW
GRZQ \RXU UHVHQWPHQW WKRXJK DUHQfW \RX

Zaimokuza made second looks at the meager content.

32RRKQ" +DFKLPDQ LV WKHUH QRWKLQJ PRUH =
3/RRNV OLNH LW /HWYV ORRN DW WKH QH[W RQ
'LWK VR OLWWOH ZULWWHQ WKHUH ZDVQITW P X

After checking with Yukinoshita and the others, | moved the mouse and
clicked to the next page.

4. The Second Interview

When | gave my reason for applying, this guy from Company F was
WU\LQJ WR SLVV PH RIl E\ WHOOLQJ PH 32ND\ JR
vVD\ WKDW AA° +H ZDV SUREDEO\ VRPH NLQG RI |
WKRXJK , GHILQLWHO\ ZRQYfW IRUJLYH WKDW JX\

The entry at this point just threw all explanations out the window and
was littered with nothing but resentment

,Q IROORZLQJ NHQNHQYY MRE KXQWLQJ H[SHUL
dry laugh started to well inside of me.

| could hear my neighbor YukinoshitD VLJK 37KHUHYfYV OHVV D
GHWDLOHG LQIRUPDWLRQ HYHU\ HQWU\ °

3, DQ\WWKLQJ KHYV JHWWLQJ PRUH VSHFLILF DI
PDWWHU«” ,VVKLNL PDGH D ZU\ VPLOH LQ ZRQGH!



Just as these two said, kenken was providing less and less information
and seemed to have been breaking down at the same time. Even | was on
the verge of keeling over while reading this. Looking for a job sure sounds
KDUG«

But this was just the second interview. There was still more left to his
journal of successful experiences.

| made a large stretch, readied myself, and proceeded to the next entry.

5. The Third Interview

The stress interview. There were about 10 middle-aged men
HPSOR\HHV DW &RPSDQ\. ,W ZDV EDG 7KHUH PL
It was really bad.

1RZ NHQNHQ ZDVQYW HYHQ FRPSODLQLQJ DQ\P
KDG GLVDSSHDUHG LQ D SXII RI VPRNH DQG KH Z]
anything, | wanted to commend his mental strength for going out of his way
to put up all this information.

But just the mention of a stress interview made you feel the considerable
pressure associated with it. Even in this brief entry, the fear and despair of
how bad it the interviews went were quite apparent.

We could only imagine it, but interviewing with the employees of a
company sounds super hard. If you had a bunch of distinguished old men
with many years under their belt wearing black suits with prominent titles
like board member, company executive, management director, and
executive director sitting side by side LVQTW WKDW "MXWW &0 MQ
MXVW DQ\ ,PSDFW LWY{V WKH 7KLUG ,PSDFW

3,W VRXQGV NLQGD KDUG«” <XLJDKDPD ZKLVSHI
sympathy and grief. I, too, was feeling similarly miserable.

3,W ORRNV OLNH WKHUHYVY VWLOO PRUH«” VDLG
almost even sounded as if she was suggesting us to not look any further.
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But we had come this far, so we should 2 no, we had to see it through to

the end. | operated the mouse with my shaking hand and clicked to the final
entry.

6. The Final Interview
Those mass-res bastards lied about how the last interview was just

WR FRQILUP \RXU LQWHQW WR DSSO\ DQG QRW VI
screw with me. They normally just failed me.

The journal of experiences stopped there.

Exactly what happened to kenken in the end? Just thinking about his
fate caused my chest to tighten.

| was seemingly not the only one as everyone else had also let out a
profound sigh.

, WV OLNH IHHOLQJ JXLOW\ I[URP SHHNLQJ LQW

SHUVRQYY OLIH RU IHHOLQJ KHOSOHVV DIWHU EH
war of job hunting.

But beyond that, | felt this strong desire of not wanting to work with the
person who had made this journal. He was so full of enthusiasm at the
EHILQQLQJ EXW LQ WKH PLGGOH KH ZDV PRVWO

8P« VR OLNH GLG WKLV SHUVRQ HYHQ SDVV"’

Yuigahama then realizedanG ORRNHG DW WKH GLVSOD\ D
+H HYHQ FDOOHG LW D pVXFFHVVIXO H[SHULHQFH

S$KK LWV SUREDEO\ WKDW 7KH\ EDVLFDOO\ M
, WV OLNH D UXOH RI DWWUDFWLRQ DQGtha&l§-V VF
DZDUH SHRSOH WHQG WR OLNH ~



3, W VRXQGV PRUH OLN HeNMighiRehnent thendit isRdd invalgeO |
WUDLQLQJ«” VDLG <XNLQRVKLWD DV VKH SUHVVH

Well, there certainly was a component about job hunting that pertained
toself-enOLIKWHQPHQW« , PHDQ ZKHQ ZH ZHUH VXU
were these gaudy phrases like self-reflection, self-PR, the desire to grow,
and other stuff. Sure, it might be unavoidable since companies were looking
for human resources with a tenacious and strong mentality, but the way
everyone was trying to exhibit a similarly, colorful personality was extremely
XQQDWXUDO WKDW LWV VFEDU\

1RZ WKDW , NQRZ WKLV PXFK LW GRHVQTW VR>
ZRUN ALy meter of work desire went rock bottom, Zaimokuza who
ZDV VWDQGLQJ LQ IURQW RI PH VSRNH WR PH ZLV
what is mass-res? Is that something like the Chiba-dog16 "~

S7TKH\fUH QRWKLQJ DOLNH :KLFK &KLED GRJ DL

Chiba-dog was a character mascot of the Chiba Prefecture Environment
Foundation and was a dog based on the geographical shape of Chiba
Prefecture. Putting it that way, you might think it might be similar to CHI-
%% .81 EXW WKH\TUH V XU Sdatunréd. Ghilta\dag badldaghkhQ W |
LWV QDPH \HW LW GLGQYfW UHVHPEOH RQH DW D¢
mysteriously named creature that looked like a dog CHI-BA+KUN was much
more dog-OLNH -XVW ZKDWTTV JRLQJ RQ ZLWK &KLED'
way too rocky.

ILVWHQLQJ <XNLQRVKLWD WLOWHG KHU KHDG
VKRUW IRU PDVV PHGLD UHVHDUFK VRFLHW\ °

S5HVHDUFK« W VRXQGY OLNH WKH\{G WRWDOO
Yuigahama murmured as she stared up at the ceiling. She was probably
imagining all sorts of related things to research. But Gahama-V D Q V
imagination of wearing a coat while holding flasks and beakers was
probably mistaken, | think!

+RZHYHU LWV WUXH WKDW WKH ZRUG 3UHVHD
SDUWLFXODU VR LWYV UDWKHU KDUG WR LPDJLQ
techniques or history, but for mass media research, not much came to mind.
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3«, JIXHVV ZH VKRXOG WUAUNHRRWNKGH XS PDVYV
3, QGHHG 'R DV \RX PXVW ~

Since Zaimokuza gave me a reassuring agreement while flapping his
coat like Professor Clark, | promptly asked Google-sensei for the answer.

| entered a random university name, added a space, and appended
SPDVWHV”’

After submitting the phrase, there we had it, there we had it. On display
were all these overly-aware phrases. They had a photo of people in suits
introducing themselves decorated with their favorite motto along for self-
promotion. After that, there were tons of comments of support from their
friends.

In addition, there were photos of them taking a trip to India, mountain
climbing at Mount Fuji, a BBQ training camp for job hunting, so | had no
idea what it was that they were researching.

| closed my eyes halfway as | read because looking at the page directly
was just too much for me. Eventually, | had a general understanding of what
the club was about.

Basically, it was a club that gathered people who sought for employment
at television broadcast stations, newspaper companies, or publishers.
7TKHUH WKH\{G H[FKDQJH L QI RiS6opMOL Rethddstds WHIL
succeed in securing employment.

3 +Hey, Hachiman, must | enter one of these mass-res clubs in order to
HQWHU D SXEOLVKHU" OXVW , UHDOO\" $EVROXW &
he looked upon the photos of bliss.

3:HOO , ZRXOGQTW VD\ LWV DEVROXWH , DFW
MRLQLQJ VRPHWKLQJ OLNH WKLY EDVHG RQ WKH



,IP VXUH DPRQJVW WKH PDQ\ FOXEV WKDW SUR
media or advertising research societies, there were some who actually did
what they were supposed to do.

But just hearing overly-aware stuff like that made me think of Sir
Tamanawa, the student council president of Kaihin Sogo High, so | just
FRXOGQTW KROG D SRVLWLYH LPDJH DW DOO

As | looked at the website, a particular sentence grabbed my attention.
3«$FWXDOO\ =DLPRNX]D , GRQTW WKLQN \RX{(C
3+P  ZK\"’

, SRLQWHG DW WKH FRUQHU RI WKH VFUHHQ 'L
([ DP ~ 7KH\ KDG D ZULWWHQ WHVW WKDW DVNHG .
the names of several club members beside the club president that you
needed to interview with.

3$SSDUHQWO\ \RXTOO QHHG WR WDNH D ZULWW
jointhismass-UHVY FOXE RU ZKDWHYHU ~

| tapped on the relevant part of the screen with my finger and Isshiki
ORRNHG GRZQ :LWK DQ DSDWKHWLF YRLFH VKH
WKHQ«”’

3+PKP« +DFKLPDQ , DP QRW D PDVWHU ZKHQ LV
3, NQRZ ~

ORUH WKDQ ,71G OLBuUtll as&héappen8dtbbe pretty poor at
interviews. There was a time where | nonchalantly failed an interview of
nothing for a part-time job, so not only did | run out on my duties at part-time
jobs, | also ran away from interviews.

As | nostalgically drowned in my useless nature as a human being from
the past, Isshiki stretched out her hands all the way to the laptop from
behind me and fiddled with it. She then let out a voice of realization as if
convinced of something.



| questioned her with a look wondering what happened. Isshiki then
QRGGHG 3% XW \RX N Qsedpaizdialyp&s Spowietkixd like
WKLV"’

3+ XK ZK\Y{V WKDW" ,{fP WRWDOO\ EDG ZLWK WH"
sudden call, Yuigahama let out a discorded voice. As she looked at Isshiki
with blinking eyes, Isshiki scrolled down on the screen.

3$K QR -XVW ORRNLQJ DW WKLV SLFWXUH JLY]I
VLPLODU WR XV VR , WKRXJKW LWYJG EH VXSHU H
SHRSOH LQ

3:HOO WKDW{YV IDLU ~

IfweputaVLGH WKH ZULWWHQ H[DP <XLJDKDPD V&E
with interviews. She could probably communicate with those enthusiastic,

go-go guys.

KHQ , ORGGHG WR ,VVKLNLYYVY VWDWHPHQW <X
to be evaluated like that blushed. As she rubbed the hair bun on her head,
VKH VKRW JODQF¥HHDDW\PH 35

S<HDK ,I LWYV \RX <XLJDKDPD \RX VHHP OLNH
annoying happy-go-O XFN\ DWPRVSKHUH ~

STKDWTV \RXU UHDVRQ ", JRW KDSS\ IRU QRWK
shoulders and lookedaway. 1R QR LWV QRW OLNH , VDLG
DOQ\WWKLQJ \HV , ZzZDV MXVW VD\LQJ WKDW LI LWT\
these enthusiastic, go-JR XQLYHUVLW\ VWXGHQWYV \HV W
WKLQN LWV D JRRG WKL GJdrag yoRiXtoGhEiVpa¥8 ' K RV H SF

3:HOO KRZ DERXW WKLV" 8K SHRSOH MXGJH \R
EXW ZKDWY{fV LPSRUWDQW LV WKH LQVLGH« ,Q IDF
clubs that evaluate you based on your appearance and enthusiasm.
Probably, not WKDW ,1G NQRZ ~

3(K" OPP ZHOO , JXHVV VR <HDK«” <XLJDKDPD
full agreement, but she reluctantly nodded and turned back my way.



Listening from beginning to end, Isshiki blurted out in a small voice as if
DSSDOOHG 3«x6HQSDL \RXYUH VXSHU EDG DW IRC

%X]] RIl ,1 , ZDV JRRG DW LW , ZRXOGQTW EH «

3, QVLGH KXK«" ,Q WKDW FDVH ,YP QRW VXUH Z
RQO\ SHRSOH ZLWK WKH VDPH YDOXHYV , FDQYW I
WKHHWQHORVHG LQ D KRPRIJHQRXV DQG PRQRSROI
Yukinoshita who had been lending her ear to the conversation from the side
looked at the website and opened her mouth in doubt.

=DLPRNX]D WKHQ KLW KLV KDQG 3«+DSRQ 6R Z
were to give an example, a producer of a certain game company makes a
game that completely bombs because he readily decided to make a game
out of an original work of some other publisher and refusing to publish a
JDPH GXH WR KRZ KDUG LW Y @g Eddyrightéd byathkeH JD P H
companies due to a certain, super giant publisher monopolizing the game
PDJD]JLQHV« , SUHVXPH LW LV VRPHWKLQJ RI WKI

3, KDYH QR LGHD ZKDW \RXYUH VD\LQJ EHFDXVF
FRPSOLFDWHG VWXIRXHBOB WIPOWAWH DERXW VRPH
EXW WKDWY{V SUREDEO\ LW °

| responded appropriately indicating what the heck are you talking
about 2 in short, whatthe2D QG =DLPRNX]D PDGH D ELJ QRG
The truth is written on the internet, after all

Wow, the internet is amazing. What do you search for that to come up?
Damn this master of search. Still, for generations to come, | had the feeling
VHDUFK H[SHUWYVY ZRXOG EHFRPH D QHFHVVLW\
generation.

When | became impressed 2 in a certain sense 2 with him, Zaimokuza
EODIHG LQ DQ DXUD RI FRPEDWLYHQHVYV 3«'DPQ '
for my undiscovered talent and my inability to make a debut is the evil
empire, a certain, super giant gigantic publisher, and their monopoly of the
PDUNHWSODFH FRUUHFW "’

3<RXJUH ZURQJ ~



Yeah, yeah, just start writing first, okay?

We took a break for tea time and convened again in front of the laptop.

6LQFH WKH HDUOLHU 2$EVROXWH %HVW 8QRIILF
36 XFFHVVIXO™ -RE +XQWLQJ ([SHULHQFHYV DW 3XE
informative, we decided to look for other similar websites.

On some of the job hunting websites, there were comments from people
with actual jobs and company application overviews, so they turned out to
be good references.

And on them, we came across some shocking figures.

37KH VXFFHVV UDWHV IRU PDMRU SXEOLVKHUYV
people apply and only fiteen RI WKHP DUH HPSOR\HG«""’

37KHUHYV QR SUHFLVH QXPEHU RQ WKH WRWDO
LVQIW IRUPDOO\ DOQRXQFHG EXW LW VKRXOG E
KXQGUHG WLPHV WKDW DPRXQW ~

After hearing the numbers Yukinoshita gave from an approximate
FDOFXODWLRQ <XLJDKDPD VLJKHG LQ DGPLUDWL
VRXQGY UHDOO\ WRXJK ~

37TKLV LV MXVW WKH WRWDO QXPEHU RI SHRSOF
department assignments into consideration, the number of people who can
become a publishing HGLWRU VKRXOG EH OHVV ~

<XNLQRVKLWDYV VWDWHPHQW ZDV SODXVLEOH
belonged to general affairs and sales operations, so the editorial department
should vary as well. For the light novel division that



Zaimokuza was aiming forinpart LFXODU WKHUHYG EH DW P
SHRSOH )RU QHZ HPSOR\HHV LI WKH\ JRW XQOXI
be delegated to any departments.

300PSK« *XQXQX« ,| WKDW LV KRZ WKLQJV DUH
QRYHO DXWKRU VHHPV IDU VLPSOHU«’

SOD\EH ~

If we consider the success rates alone, it might just be easier to work as
D OLJKW QRYHO DXWKRU IRU *D*D*D % XQNR 7KH)
authors there, after all.

:KLOH ZHJUH DW LW ZH PLJKW DV ZHOO FKHFN
your debut as a light novel author at GaGaGa Bunko. When | reached my
hand out to search, my hand was grabbed from behind.

36Senpai,p-SOHDVH ZDLW D PRPHQW ~

, VVKLNLTV YRLFH ZDV WUHPEOLQJ ZKHQ VKH V)

S:K:KDWTTV ZURQJ"" , DVNHG
*RLQJ 0P OP "~ ,VVKLNL ZDJJHG WKH WLS RI Kt
screen.

3/RRN DW WKLV /RRN ~

KDWYV WKH tkoughtOMHen | looked, she was pointing at a
comment made by an employee from a certain publisher. He introduced
himself and provided information on his job: the university he graduated
from, what his job entailed, an approximate time schedule of one working
day a week, and so forth. As | followed the lines one by one, my eyes
stopped at one.
3$ VDODU\ RI WHQ PLOOLRQ \HQ DW DJH WZHQW

<RXYfYH JRW WR EH O\LQJ QR zZzD\ ODMRU SXEO
Only three years out of university and he was already making that much?



2Q WRS RI WKDW KH JHWV UDLVHV ZKLOH KH JHW
D WRWDO ZLQQHU«

| sat there trembling in shock and | could hear deep breathing noises
from behind. When | turned around, Isshiki placed her left hand to her cheek
DQG VKRZHG D VZHHW DQG SRSS\ VPLOH 3 9P JRI
HGLWRU °

31R ZDLW FDOP GRZQ ,| QB\WKDQJV, IR VDK HWE
SXEOLVKLQJ HGLWRU ~

3<RXYfUH WKH RQH WKDW QHHGVY WR FDOP GRZQ

When Yukinoshita told me in disbelief, | came back to my senses.
,QGHHG , PLIJIKWYJYH ORVW P\ FRPSRVXUH WKHUH
\HQ ZzDVQYW WKDW DPD]JLQJ ,YfP +DFKLPDQ VR W
thousand of me. That was exactly enough for one hundred and twenty-five
RI PH ,PDJLQH KRZ DQQR\LQJ LWIG EH ZLWK WKL
PLOOLRQ ZzDVQTW WKDW ELJ RI D GHDO , ZzDV PR
exactly because | was alone that there was value!

As | nodded to my own mysterious logic used to convince myself,
<XLJDKDPD RQ WKH VLGH JURDQHG 3(GLWRU« (GI

3:HOO LVQYW KDYLQJ VRPH NLQG RI JRDO LQ L
tyiQJ KDUG HYHU\GD\ WRZDUGV P\ JRDO VLQFH D :

$+RK D JRDO«” , JDYH ,VVKLNL D VFUXWLQL]LQ.
meant when she had uttered something so unlike her.

But there, she placed her index finger to her chin and tited her KHD G 32
FRXUVH , SODQ RQ UHWLULQJ DIWHU VHYHUDO \}

3-XVW ZKHUH H[DFWO\ DUH \RX SXWWLQJ LQ WK
sighing.

, VVKLNL SXIIHG KHU FKHHNV 3, PHDQ ,fP QRW
WKHUH LVQYW DQ\WKLQJ , ZDQW WR GR«’



3, WRWDOO\ JHW \RX ,fP OLNH WKDW WRR«"™ <)
and slumped over. Isshiki confirmed with her from behind. And as if realizing
something, she lifted her head and looked at Yukinoshita.

32K EXW <X Nep&MRXWDHHP OLNH \RXfOO MXPS
ZRUNLQJ ~

Yukinoshita blinked her eyes to her unexpected statement.

3, P« <XNLQRVKLWD VWXPEOHG WKLQNLQJ WK
her. Her open lips were on the verge of saying something only to be
promptly sealed shut.

When she averted her eyes down, her long eyelashes curved
downwards. In doing that, her hair smoothly swayed, giving a glimpse of her
slender neck as well as highlighting her white skin, causing me to
instinctively catch my breath.

Her hands that were atop her skirt in a well-mannered fashion moved
ever so slightly and she delicately squeezed her fingers little by little.

3, ZRQGHU 7KDWYV ZKDW , WKRXJKW EHIRUH« ¢
Yukinoshita lifted her face and said, wearing a smile as though she was
embarrassed.

3:HOO , JXHVV VRRR WYV VWLOO VRPHWKLQJ
Isshiki said lightheartedly.

Isshiki stated lightheartedly, but no voice followed after hers.

, WKLQN <XLJDKDPD DQG , KDGQTW EHHQ OLVW
YWHFDXVH <XNLQRVKLWDYY DQVZHU KDG EHHQ LC
7TKHUH ZHUHQfW YHU\ PDQ\ VWXGHQWY ZKR FR?>

answer regarding their futures. However, | thought 2 just somewhat
vaguely 2 that Yukinoshita had already properly thought out her future.



SHUKDSV , PLIJIKWYfYH MXVW EHHQ VHOILVKO\ IRUF
so, an unusual sense of discomfort was lodged in my heart.

| rested my cheeks in my hands on the table and made a sidelong
glance at Yukinoshita. When she noticed, she tilted her head curiously at
me, waiting for me to say something.

6KH ORRNHG DW PH LQTXLVLWLYHO\ ZLWK DQ 3.
KHDG WHOOLQJ KHU WKDW LWV QRWKLQJ 6KH \
back.

«:HOO HYHQ <XNLQRVKLWDY{V MXVW D VHFRQG
nothing wrong with her not having figured out what she wanted to for the
IXWXUH \HW ,Q IDFW LI VKHYV FKRRVLQJ QRW W
unclear to her, that can be her reason, too.

When | reached that point in my mind, | gulped down the sense of
discomfort and moved my gaze forward.

My eyes then met with Zaimokuza who had been groaning with his arms
FURVVHG 3+DFKLPDQ ZKDW DERXW \RX"’

3+P PH"

3, GRQTW WKLQN WKHUHYYV DQ\ SRLQW LQ DVNL
me with cold eyes and | nodded back.

3:HOO , JXHVV )YXQGDPHQWD-O\PH XKRWHWKRX ¥ E
3<HS , NQHZ LW«
3, VXJIJHVW ORRNLQJ XS ZKDW pIXQGDPHQWDOC
Yuigahama hung her head while Yukinoshita pressed her temple with

closed eyes. There, Isshiki tapped my shoulder. When | turned around, her

eyes sparkled and as if to talk in secret, she placed her hand to her mouth
DQG ZKLVSHUHG QHDU P\ HDUV 36HQSDL , UHFRI



3, ZRQYW EHFRPH RQH , ZRQTW ZRUN DQG , ZR
answered, while twisting my body to get away from the fluffy smell of Anna
Sui and her ticklish breaths.

300 HVLGHYVY LWV QRW WKDW HDV\ WR EHFRPH D
startedtr\LQJ KDUG QRZ WKHQ WKDWY{V D GLITHUHQWV

38PXX IRU MXVW KRZ PDQ\ \HDUV PXVW , WU\ Il
VRXQGYV SDLQIXO«”

Zaimokuza held his head as he groaned. Suddenly, his eyes shot open,
his back straightened, and he roared.

3«,QGHHG tlakedsyfe@to become a light novel author! | knew it,
light novel authors are NUMBER ONE! Now then, Hachiman, we cannot
GDZGOH DQ\ ORQJHU /HW XV EHJLQ RQ D QHZ SL|

Before he finished, Zaimokuza ran to the door. He stopped at the door
andtKHQ WXUQHG DURXQG 3+DFKLPDDDQ +XUU\ K

With how he was hopping up and down and calling to me, he clearly
looked like someone suspicious, but for him to have that kind of cheerful
VPLOH LWV D P\ VWHU\ ZK\ LW IHOW VR SOHDVD
3:K\ GRQIW \RX JR ZLWK KLP"”
S3<HS \HS ~

Yukinoshita and Yuigahama said with wry smiles.

3«:HOO ,fP LQ FKDUJH RI KLP VR , JXHVV |, RXJ
to give up and make my decision and stood up.

At the same time, as for Irohasu, she was fiddling with the computer and
searching something.

3, ZRQGHU LI TUHH QHZVSDSHUV DUH SUHWW\ H



<RX DUH ZD\ WRR LQGLIIHUHQW WRZDUGYV =DLP

The sky | gazed up at from the window seat was blue and refreshingly
clear. YetstrangHO\ HQRXJK LW IHOW DZIXOO\ EOHDN LC
Perhaps this was the effects of the noiseless atmosphere in the library.

With no other patrons besides us, the library after school was near
HPSW\ WYV OLNHO\ WKHUH {Y th2 dbduativD désk[DoutV LV W
the person showed no signs of appearing.

Sitting to my diagonal opposite, Zaimokuza had been grinding his
mechanical pencil against his notes for a while now, but eventually halted.

Either he had run out of steam or was all out of ideas, Zaimokuza
PRPHQWDULO\ VDW WKHUH LQ D GD]JH 6XGGHQO\
D OLJKW QRYHO DXWKRU LQ WKH HQG DIWHU DO
DFWRU °

3<RXYUH H[FOXGLQJ PRVW RFFEXSDWLRQV LI PDI
have UHTXLUHPHQW \RX NQRZ« 3XEOLVKLQJ HGLWI

8, VHH %HLQJ D OLJKW QRYHO DXWKRU LV QR J
HGLWRU LV DOVR LPSRVVLEOH«” VDLG =DLPRNX]LC
flashed and he stood up yelling in a strange voice.

3, KDYH JRW LW ,Q WKDW FDVH WKLYV PHDQV W
directors! | will make an anime! Don-don-GRQXWV OHWY{V JR QXW

+LV EDZOLQJ YRLFH HFKRHG WKURXJKRXW WKH
help but break into a bitter smile when the echoing stopped.

3«:HOO LI WKDW PDNHV \RX KDSS\ WKDW¢YV ILC
=DLPRNX]D EOLQNHG LQ VXUSULVH 30X ZK\ DU

ROG ERVIULHQG ZRIep Sioptiat.V-+HTUH QRW LQ WKDW
UHODWLRQVKLS ULJKW«"’
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'RQTW JHW DOO UHG DQG QHUYRXV WKDWYV U
LGLRW :KDWHYHU MXVW JHW WR ZULWLQJ , FDC

30X 7UXH« )LQH OHWYV JHW WR ZULWLQJ ~

=DLPRNX]DYV HQHUJ\ IURP ZKHQ KH VFUHDPHG
somewhere and then he turned dejectedly obedient. As he pulled his
shoulders in together, he began writing something on his notes. Ohh, |
guess you still plan on writing your light novel, huh? How surprising.

Even the Zaimokuza who exhibited no signs of growth was changing
little by little. Although he was traveling on all kinds of paths like escape
paths, short paths, circular paths, and so forth, he was aiming for his
GHVWLQDWLRQ 7KRXJK LQ =DLPRNX]DYV FDVH K
voice actor was more or less doomed.

%XW HYHQ VR MXVW OLNH KRZ KHYG ILQLVK KL
VHQWHQFH E\ VHQWHQFH KHYG FRQWLI@EXR WR DF
would mark his eventual departure from his nest.

7TKHUHTV URXJKO\ RQO\ DERXW RQH \HDU XQWL
After that, assuming | was to make it through prep school and university
ZLWKRXW D KLWFK LWY{G EH D bByerRpiRDdCHE.\ 1LY |

Five years.

It sounded like an incredible amount of time, yet it felt like it would go by
in the blink of an eye. | think that as we continue to grow, the period of a
year gradually becomes shorter and shorter. And surely enough, the length
Rl WKLV \HDU RI WLPH ZRXOGQTW EH WKH VDPH [

$QG ,fP FHUWDLQ WKDW LW ZDVQW MXVW WKH

, WV SRVVLEOH WKDW WKLY WULYLDO PRPHQW
have some kind of value.

ThatfvV ZK\ IRU QRZ , WKLQN ,Y00 FRQWLQXH WR
beautiful sky for a little longer.



Volume 10.5, Chapter 2

Surely, Isshiki Iroha is made of sugar and spice, and something nice.
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The heater clonked and clonked.

The heater that was installed in the clubroom had been put to use for a
considerable amount of time. With it operating for so long, it was seemingly
starting to show signs of wear. Either the fan got stuck, the motor had
Issues, or the frame was warped somewhere.

Around the time it became evening after school, our little heater started
making peculiar noises as if to announce the end of club activities.

, GLGQYW SD\ LW PXFK DWWHQWLRQ VLQFH , KL
listening to Yuigahama and Yukinoshita chatting. Though the instant they
went quiet, the noise became audible.

Yukinoshita who had her gaze dropped to her paperback book stopped
turning the pages of her book and looked at the heater near the window.
The same noise was apparently bothering her as well.

S« , WV UDWKHU SHDFHIXO WRGD\ LVQYW LW"’
3, NQRZ ULJKW" WV NLQGD UHOD[LQJ ~

Yuigahama stretched out her hand, which had been fiddling with her
cellphone, to her mug. Similarly, | grabbed my teacup and gulped down the
tea lacking in warmth.

After we both breathed out with satisfaction, the clonking noise filled the
room that turned silent once again. Even Yuigahama eventually found the
heater concerning and looked at it.

We never really did notice how incessant the noise of the heater was. It
P L J KeWdeNn because Isshiki had dropped by so often recently.

2l FRXUVH LWV QRW EHFDXVH VKHTV DQQR\LC
EXW RXU DWWHQWLRQ QDWXUDOO\ VKLIWHG WR \
DURXQG $QG HYHU\ WLPH ,V Vikd 9dine Xibhd/df yoetdorX V
nothing request, so things just end up becoming hectic.



6R ZLWK DOO WKDW KDG KDSSHQHG LWV EHH(
this peaceful.

$vV , KHOSHG P\VHOI WR ZDUP WHD DQG VZHHW\
absentmindedly while listening the exchange between a collected voice and
a cheery voice, occasionally contributing with my own.

No visitors, no work, only a mellow atmosphere. Becoming familiar with
this situation made it seem more like your regular every day of trivialities,
EXW HYHQ VR LWYV D ZRQGHUIXO IHHOLQJ EHLAQ.
Because of that, the persistent noise of the heater was like the sound of a
light shower in the early afternoon, resembling a rhythm with elegance.

| closed my book and looked towards the window while listening to the
noise of the heater.

| gazed into the sunset absentmindedly and Yukinoshita spoke up.
S6KDOO ZH FDOO LW D GD\"

32K \HDK LW GRHVQIYW ORRN OLNH DQ\RQHTV J
<XLJDKDPD UHSOLHG 6KH WRRN WKH ODVW FRRN
and started cleaning up the tea cakes.

Yukinoshita and | promptly got ready to head home while checking that
the doors were locked. In addition to confirming the locked windows, |
moved my hand to the switch of the heater.

3*RRG ZRUN “~ , VDLG DQG IOLSSHG WKH VZLWF
clonking halted. Considering the cold season was going to continue for a
little longer, it might not hurt to ask Hiratsuka-sensei to see if we could get
the heater examined and repaired.

After adjusting our coats and scarves, we exited into the hallway.
Yukinoshita locked the door to the room.

'LWK WKLV WRGD\{V EXVLQHVV KRXUV ZHUH Qf



1RZ WKDW ZRUN ZDV RYHU DOO WKDWT{V OHIW
we walked down the hallway of the special building away from the clubroom,
<XLJDKDPD VKLYHUHG DQG DGMXVWlhkes!'ThEH ITURQ
KDOOZD\TV IUHH]LQJ ~

7KH HPSWLQHVYV RI WKH KDOOZzZD\ ZzDVQYW WKH
It felt like a chill was crawling upwards starting from my feet. | squeezed my
scarf and tightened it.

3, JXHVV LWV MXVW PRUH QRWLFHDEOH VLQFH

37KH KDOOZD\ LVQITW LQVWDOOHG ZLWK KHDWH
forward as if telling her to deal with it. Yuigahama was walking beside her
and had a contemplative face while rubbing her scarf.

30PP« 2K , NQRZ ~ VKHVKBIGK PIJB G <XNLQRVKL
VKRXOG EH D OLWWOH ZDUPHU LI , GR WKLV ~

3<Yuigahama-VDQ ZDLW MXVW D PRPHQW ~ <XNLQR'
voice sharpening and her eyes becoming resistant. But after she saw
<XLJDKDPDYV PHOWLQJ IDFH wWKH VLJKHG DQG JLC

3«2RRRK VR ZDUP °
3 WYV KDUG WR ZDON«”’

,Q UHDOLW\ WKHLU WHPSHUDWXUHY VKRXOGQ"
apparently their heat indexes were. Just the sight of those two is enough to
warm me up!

Even after Yukinoshita had returned the key to the faculty office,
Yuigahama continued to glue herself to her.

| followed the two who were tangled around each other and advanced
through the hallway that led to the entrance. On the way there, a familiar
face appeared from inside the student council room.



32K LWI-FWFKORKBEDKDOOR ~ <XLJDKDPD OLIWHG |
KHU ULJKW KDQG VWLOO JUDVSLQJ RQWR <XNLOQOF
Isshiki rushed over to us.

S3$KK JRRG HYHQLQJ ,YP JODG \RXYfUH DOO VW

3:HYUH DOUHDG\ RQ RXU ZD\ KRPH ~ <XNLQRVKL
attached to her.

<RXYG WKLQN WKHVH WZR ZHUH IOLUVAL®sI LI \R
SRLQW LW ZRXOGQTW EH RGG WR ILQG WKHP VW
PXVWYYH JRWWHQ XVHG WR LW EHFDXVH VKH GLC
DQVZHUHG EDFN OLNH QRUPDO 3, ZDV DOVR GRQ
well, solwas thinkiQJ ,fG GURS E\ RU VRPHWKLQJ ~

3'LG \RX QHHG VRPHWKLQJ"’

3<HV , GR DFWXDOO\ "~ ,VVKLNL VDLG QRGGLQJ
DQG <XLJDKDPD VKH PRWLRQHG WR PH DQG ZKL\
\RX IRU D VHFRQG"’

3+ XK" <HDK« VXUH« |t/ Hikndshia énd Ruigahama
telling them to head on home first and they nodded back. With Isshiki pulling
me along by my sleeve, we approached the window at the end of the
hallway.

The sky was colored in twilight and the wind that slapped the window
seemed cold. With her back facing the window, Isshiki apprehensively
DVNHG 38P VHQSDL ZKDWTTV JRLQJ RQ ZLWK WKI
EHIRUH" ,YG OLNH WR FRPH WR D GHFLVLRQ RQ L

+P \HDK , JRW LW ,700 GR VRPHWKLQJ DERX

+HDULQJ 3ZRUN" FDXVHG PH WR UHVSRQG PRVW
corporate slave would have. , WV NLQG RI D SUREOHP LI , KI
ZRUN RQ P\ zD\ KRPH 7RGD\YVY 6HUYLFH &OXE EX
SOHDVH FRPH EDFN DQRWKHU GDbldZantv ahR&Xdgd UHT
home.



, WXUQHG DURXQG DIWHU JLYLQJ D YDJXH OXN
YRLFH FDPH DW PH IURP EHKLQG 32K 7KHQ LV L

WHQ LQ WKH PRUQLQJ LQ IURQW RI &KLED 6WDWL
3+ XK" 7TRPRUURZ"" , W X UrQtialy dhtdReckeG L QV W

Tomorrow was a day off. The Hikigaya household adopted the system of
two full days of weekly holidays. So if | was told to rest, | was going to rest.
However, the problem was that the Service Club adopted the system of two
days of weekly holiday. These two systems happened to be different. The
more you know. Anyway, that means whenever Service Club duties were
brought up, | had this feeling of needing to work even on Saturdays and
Sundays. 2Q VHFRQG WKRXJKW WKDW Wb W HYHQ I
ZHHNO\ KROLGD\ LV LW" :KDWTTV ZLWK WKLV VZHI
31R , GRQTW WKLQN WRPRUURZYYV JRLQJ WR ZR

| gave an appropriate response for the time being to ensure my
weekends and Isshiki moved her index finger to her chin and tilted her head.
3% XW , GRXEW WKHUHTfV DQ\WKLQJ WR GR WKRXJ

S'RQITW JLYH PH WKDW \RX WKLQN ,1TG NQRZ«"’

JWIV EHHQ EXJJLQJ PH HYHU\ WLPH EXW ZK\ G
WKH DVVXPSWLRQ , NQHZ HYHU\WKLQJ" /LNH ,1G
GRQYIW NQRZ Hj¥sHKdamwaat@know.1

$IWHU WHOOLQJ KHU ,VVKLNL VO\O\ SXIIHG KH
WDONLQJ DERXW ~

32K \RX ZHUH WDONLQJ DERXW PH« :DLW ZK\ L

WKLV NLQG RI ZHLUG" :HOO \RXYUH ULJKW WKDW
WKRXJIK«”’

S6HH , NQHZ LW ,Q WKDW FDVH ,1Y00 EH FRXQ
IRUZDUG WR VHHLQJ \RX LQ DFWLRQ VHQSDL

36 XUH«’
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Isshiki made a bright smile, ended the conversation, and waved her
KDQGV LQ JRRGE\H *RVK ,URKDVX WKDWY{V VXF|
WHOOLQJ PH \RX ZRXOGQYYW OHW PH VD\ QR DVN
details with you at all!

$2 FUDS GLG , PDNH VRPH NLQGD SURPLVH RU
PHQWLRQHG ZRUN |, WKLQN ,VVKLNL VKRXOGTYH
VRPHWKLQJ« $Z2 FUDS , OLNH WRWDOO\ DLQYW .

+DYLQJ EHHQ FRHUFHG E\ ,VVKLNLYV VPheOH , \
entrance.

After walking a few steps, | glanced around back at Isshiki and she was
still waving her hand with a smile.

'HOO LWV PH ZHJUH WDONLQJ DERXW KHUH ,
something whatever was necessary for the time being like | did earlier. In
IDFW WKDW VHHPV OLNH WKH RQO\ SRVVLELOLW

But unable to remember a single thing, | buried my face into my scarf
and puffed while thinking, but nothing ultimately came to mind.

| wracked my brain while heading to the entrance and | could see
Yuigahama and Yukinoshita idly chatting in place. It looks like | made them
wait for me.

3$ KK VRUU\N <RX IJX\V FRXOGTYH MXVW JRQH K|

Yuigahama vigorously spun around when | called out to them. In that
moment, she dragged Yukinoshita along with her, still holding onto her. You
know what she reminded me of? Like a dog who suddenly started moving
around on its own in the middle of a walk.

S':H ZHUHQTW H[DFWO\ ZDLWLQJ /LNH LWV MX
WDONLQJ ZH NLQGD VWRRG DURXQG« ULJKW"’

3«, VXSSRVH ~ <XNLQRVKLWD DEUXSWO\ WXUQH
Yuigahama asked her. Seeing her act like that was similar to a cat who
disliked being hugged.



32K :HOO \RX NQRZ« WKDQNV IRU WKDW °

| thanked them and they both shook their heads. Seeing their truly trivial
gestures was oddly embarrassing that | walked out after slipping on my
loafers.

When we made it outside, it was already dark around us. It may have
been nearing the first day of spring, but it looks like we had to wait a little
longer before the day got longer.

As we headed to the main gate from the entrance, Yuigahama walked
EHVLGH PH 3:KDWK®DL@IH VDODRKD

3:HOO , UHDOO\ GRQYW NQRZ« $SSDUHQWO\ LW
NQRZ«’

S7TKDWYV QRW D YHU\ FOHDU H[SODQDWLRQ«"™ <,
and a smile, walking a step from behind us.

+RZHYHU LWV D IUHTXHQW RFFXUUHQFH IRU
explanations. As a matter of fact, the current Service Club activities were
PRUH RU OHVV JLYHQ QR H[SODQDWLRQ ZKDWVRF
XQGHUJRQH VLWXDWLRQV ZKHUH KDYLQJ DQ HJ[SC
made everything much easier, having reports, communication, and
consultations were really important, after all.

+HFN \RX GLGQfW HYHQ QHHG WR ZRUN DV OR!
some important person told you something, you could just snap back at him
ZLWK 3 PDGH VXUH WR UHSRUW FRPPXQLFDWH
You might be able to avoid responsibility that way!

6R ZLWK WKDW LQ PLQG OHWY{V WU\ WR VNLS F



A day off with clear winter skies. The front of Chiba Station was bustling
with activity.

| imagine the city area was much worse, but this chaos was more than
enough for me since | very rarely go out on the weekends.

| made a sidelong glance at the people going back and forth through the
front of the station and checked the time. It was ten fifteen in the morning.

It was already past the appointed time and Isshiki was still nowhere to be
VHHQ $V PXFK DV ,1G OLNH WR FRQILUP WKH WLI
number and was out of luck.

When you said to meet in front of Chiba Station, that should

XQPLVWDNDEO\ EH WKH HDVW HQWUDQFH EXW L\
HOQOWUDQFH LQVWHDG« 1R cdulyiér o thR Edsei-ChibaV KD W
Station as well. After all, they used to call the Keisei-Chiba Station, the
National Chiba Railway Front Station2?VHULRXV O\« ZKLFK VWDWL
ZRUG IURQW ZDV LQ LWV QDPH« ,| -QHb&/SistiklD W W k
Higashi-Chiba Station, Hon-Chiba Station, Shin-Chiba Station, Chiba-
Minato Station, Chiba-Koen Station, Chiba-Chuuei Station, or perhaps,
Chiba Newtown Station and the ridiculous number of lines with Chiba in
their names. For Chiba beginners, this might just be a tad too difficult to
process.

KHQ VRPHRQH IURP &KLED 3UHIHFWXUH RU &Kl
&KLED” PDNH QR PLVWDNH WKH\ ZHUH VD\LQJ W
around the area of Chiba Station. This might not be very intuitive to people
from RWKHU UHJLRQV 6D\ IRU SHRSOH IURP +RNNI
WKH\ ZHUH UHIHUULQJ WR ZKHQ WKH\ VWDWHG 3
SHRSOH IURP 7RN\R 3, P JRLQJ WR 7RN\R™ VRXQC
chase their dreams and becoming something BIG.

So as | thought about how meeting at the front of the station in Chiba
meant here, | stomped on the floor to divert my attention from the cold while
waiting. Then, within the waves of people, | could see Isshiki.

Wearing a fur scarf, her beige coat was tightly zipped up at the front.
' LWK KHU ERDWYV ILUPO\ ZRUQ DW KHU IHHW DQG



appear to be very cold. Her boots with slightly raised heels weakly struck
the ground.

Once she noticed me, she jogged over. After wrapping her scarf around
her neck again, fiddling with her bangs and letting out a small breath, she
lifted her face.

3, P VRUU\ IRU PDNLQJ \RX ZDLW ,W WRRN D Zt

1R , VHULRXVO\ KDG WR ZDLW ~ , VDLG LQ GL\
meaning,  URKDV X \RXJUH VRRRR VORZ

, VVKLNL ITURZQHG =38P DUHQYfW \RX VXSSRVHG
'HJfUH JRLQJ RQ D GDWH DIWHU DOO °

3«$ GDWH"’

1RZ WKDWY{V D ZRUG \RX G RQduM/this BddomEtNingU\ G I
similar to that ritual where you had to soften up a rampaging spirit by
DFFRPSDOQ\L QAJAKIHNgr«there would be a battle! Or something like
that. Yeah right, like there would be any battles. Generally speaking, a date
meant an outing between a boy and a girl.

%XW ZK\ ZDV , VXGGHQO\ JRLQJ RXW ROLYWKT YWH/ K
wearing that doubt on my face because Isshiki placed her hands on her
ZDLVW DQG VLJKHG LQ GLVEHOLHI 3, WROG \RX E
WKLQN DERXW D GDWH FRXUVH ~

3«PKK ~

Speaking of which, she did say something like that last month. She was
actually serious when she said that? | do recall giving her a random answer
without thinking about it too much backthen. CUDS , GLGQfW WKLQ
as a commitment on my part!

3:HOO \RX FRXOGYYH OHW PH NQRZ LQ DGYDOQF
QHHG WR SUHSDUH DQG VWXIl« \RX NQRZ""

For example, cram up my schedule and refuse, or push back the plan
forever without making a decision, or suddenly have stomach pains on the
GD\ RI RU VWXII OLNH WKDW :HOO , JHW WKH IH
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even if she told me beforehand though. Whenever you made exciting plans
well in advance and the day finally came around, yo X1G HQG XS WKLQ
32ND\ JRLQJ VRXQGY OLNH D WRWDO SDLQ«” :KD)

7KRXJK , WULHG YRLFLQJ P\ REMHFWLRQ LW G
, VVKLNLTY DWWLWXGH GLGQTW EXGJH

3, PHDQ LI , LQYLWHG \RX QRUPDOO\ VHQSDL
ULIJKW"’

S« 7TKDWYV WUXH ~

<RXTJUH TXLW HSKeRIRd¢MtdOd @& enough that she could
probably receive a third grade Hikigaya certificate.

,Q DQ\ FDVH LWV P\ EOXQGHU WKDW , OHW KH
FRPPLWPHQW ,WTV DvOanwaktOsHs svidRdisb@nd Wait altRe J L
reason why this situation happened was due to me not giving it any thought
and giving herahal-Kk HDUWHG DQVZHU ,WYG EH VLPSO\ |
abandon the job here.

So the smart thing to do would be to quickly finish up the work and head
on home.

S$OULIKW OHWIV JR ", QRGGHG DQG ,VVKLNL

/KH LQVWDQW , DVNHG KHU ,VVKLNLYfV VPLOH
SRXWHG LQ GLVSOHDVXUH 36R WKH ILUVW WKLQ.
XQGHU WKH LPSUHVVLRQ \RXYG WKLQN RI VRPHW

3, RQO\ JHW H[FLWHG DERXW IRUPXODWLQJ LQV
ZKHQ ,fP ZLWK RWKHU SHRSOH P\ VW\OH LV WR |

3-XVW IRUJHW LW« /HWTV ILIJXUH RXW ZKHUH W|
LQVWHDG ,WfV UHDOO\ FROG KHUH =~ VVKLNLTfV '
promptly rewrapped her scarf around her neck to take back her composure
and she started walking off with her heels tapping the floor. Yep, yep, it
looks like Irohasu has finally gotten used to my pace.



By the way, just who was it again that made me wait this entire time in
the lTUHH]LQJ ZHDWKHU«"

We walked down the long street that continued to the entertainment
district in the city from the front of the station.

7KLV GLVWULFW FRXOG EH FDOOHG D SRUWLRQ
aligned with restaurants, entertainment facilities, and commerce
HVWDEOLVKPHQWY 6LQFH LWV D ZHHNHQG WKH
and going. Students often stopped by here during their weekdays and
HYHQLQJY DQG LWV DOVR KDSSHQHG WR EH D Y|

If we weretocontiQXH IXUWKHU ZHYG DUULYH DW DQ
had a concentration of movie theaters, book stores, and arcades.

YXUWKHUPRUH LI ZH PDGH D OHIW ZHYG DUUL)Y
ZH ZHUH WR VWUROO DURXQG &KLEDdtieKsbed 1G E
Today was seeing crowded pedestrian traffic as if everyone all carried the
same thoughts.

Although | was used to traveling down these streets, things just felt
different when you were with a girl. Walking side by side was supposed to
be naturaO EXW XQOHVV , ZDV FRQVFLRXV RI P\ KXU
up leaving Isshiki behind. | let out a shallow breath, regained my
composure, and dropped my speed more than usual, walking a half step
ahead while keeping Isshiki in mind.

As | walked ahead while avoiding people passing by me, Isshiki slightly
hurried her pace from behind and walked beside me. Pitching her upper
body forward by a little, she looked up at my face from below.

S6HQSDL ZKHUH GR \RX XVXDOO\ JR"’

3+RPH -



37U\ DJDLQ ~
355 LJKW«’

, VVKLNLTV WRQH WXUQHG VKDUSHU WKDQ QRUI
closedeyes. <RXYfUH NLQG RI| VFDHALQUWK] ,VVRKBLTV V
intensity pressuring me, | coughed and corrected myself.

S(LWKHU WKH OLEUDU\ RU WKH ERRN VWRUH
WA\SLFDOO\ IXQ IRU PH ZKHQ , JR WR HLWKHU RI V

3$ OLEUDU\ GDWH«” ,VVKLNL ZKLVSHUHG ZLWK |
her gaze to the sky. After a moment of seemingly thinking, she promptly
bowed her head.

3 P VRUU\ VRPHWKLQJ WKDW LQWHOOHFWXDO
Hayama-VHQSDL ZRXOG GR VR ,71G O L-NrenéRiRMWKLQ.
\RX VHQSDL ’

2K KRK WKLV ThérgWwer® plenty df tBings about me that were
LOQWHOOHFWXDO LQ UHJDUGYV WR P\ JUDGHV \RX
ZDQWHG WR JR WR WKH OLEUDU\ ZLWK ,VVKLNL H
| mean, right now, | was pretty darn nervous, so even if | were to go
VRPHZKHUH TXLHW ZLWK ,VVKLNL , GRQYW WKLQ
a dad who wanted to relax on the weekends, but was forced into taking care
RI WKH NLGVY LQVWHDG 6R IROORZLQJ WKDW ORJ
peaceif, ZHUH WR JR WR WKH OLEUDU\ ZLWK +D\DPL
just totally imagine going on a date with Hayama-kun to the library!?
Hawawa!3 Could you imagine how problematic things would get if Ebina-
san knew | was imagining something like that!? No, seriously.
%XW VLQFH , GLGQYfW FDUH WKH VOLJKWHVW D
out of the corners of my head for all of eternity. | racked my brains over
other general places people would go to.

S7TKHUHYVY NDUDRNH GDUWY ELOOLDUGV ERZO
ZRUN WRR EXW WKHUH DUHQTW DQ\ DURXQG &KL
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| asked Isshiki with a look as to whether any of those options were to her
IiNLQJ DQG VKH RSHQHG KHU PRXWK ZLWK DQ HD
UHDOO\ FDUH EXW ELOOLDUGY GRQfW VXLW \RX

306 X]] RII

32K EXW WDEOH WHQQLY GHILQLWHO\ GRHYV ~

3<RX UHDOO\ GLGQTW QHHG WR DGG WKDW«”

$SFWXDOO\ DUHQYW \RX EHLQJ D OLWWOH PDOL
WHQQLYV LV DZHVRPH \RX NQRZ" (YHU KHDUG RI 3
anime were really cool.

In having that exchange, we arrived at the large Gosaro intersection and
were stopped by the traffic lights.

'HYG EH KHDGLQJ WR 3%$5&2 LI ZH WXUQHG OHIV
the movie theaters if we went straight. The choice was between left and
VWUDLJKW VLQFH WKHUH ZDVQITW DQ\WKLQJ WR (

3«+RZ DERXW ZH FKHFN RXW WKH PRYLHV WKHC

3:K\ DUH ZH JRLQJ WR NLOO WLPH«" :HOO \RXT
VHQSDL«’

S$OULIKW PRYLH LW LV~

Isshiki seemed a bit reluctant, but since | managed to get her consent, |
moved my legs towards the direction of the movie theaters.

*LYHQ WKDW Indlythe mbviZ théhtend were thriving.
As | looked at the movie showtimes and the seat availability, Isshiki
pointed at an extraordinary, Hollywood-esque poster. It was gaudily labeled

DV DQ 3$FDGHP\ $ZDUG QRPLQHH ~

3, ZDQW WR ZDWFK WKLV ~



S$OULIKW 900 ZDWFK WKLV RQH ~

|, on the other hand, chose a movie that had no relevance to Academy
Awards. Both movies ended at nearly the same time, so the both of us
should be out of the theater almost simultaneously.

31RZ ZH MXVW QHHG D SODFH W RapwitiHtdé DIWHU Z
6WDUEXFNV EHORZ"

O\ QDWXUH GLGQTW SODFH PH LQ WKH KDELW R
people, so | decided on something that seemed reasonable. As a matter of
fact, | even took into account the length of both movies, so why was Iroha-
chan making such a dumbfounded face?

S«+XK" :KDW"" | DVNHG

, VVKLNL QRGGHG KHU KHDG ILQGLQJ VRPHWKL
WXUQ RXW WKDW zZD\ EHFDXVH \RX UHVSRQG OLN

, KDYH QR LGHD ZKDW OLJKW EXOE WXUQHG RQ
understand. Isshiki let out a sigh of disbelief and looked away from the
display of movie showtimes. Her gaze then stopped.

When | followed her gaze, there was a bowling alley signboard. At the
bottom, there were words about table tennis tables.

$IWHU FKHENLQJ WKDW ,VVKLN L stvaxch Qdhtav/ R Z [
ZK\ GRQYW ZH SOD\ WDEOH WHQQLY LQVWHDG"’

S7TKDWYV ILQH ZLWK PH EXW ZRQTW WKRVH VKF
ZKLOH ORRNLQJ DW ,VVKLNLYV ERRWYV |VVKLNL V
feet, and then directed her gaze at my face.

Her cherubic appearance with her mouth agape from surprise or shock
made me realize again that Isshiki was a girl younger than me.

Her curious face that was looking my way was on the verge of saying
something.



S:K:KDW"’

31RWKLQJ« , MXVW WikeRiKekgedted ff yBDY b®s® L
REVHUYDQW«’

3, FDQ WHOO ZLWKRXW ORRNLQJ VLQFH ,TP ORF
XVXDO ~ , VDLG

Isshiki took a step towards me as if purposely confirming that and faced
me. In taking a step back to open up our distance, Isshiki would raise her
eyebrow and close that step again. Apparently, she was telling me to stay
still. I slightly leaned backwards and Isshiki looked up at me. And with
breaths spilling out through her smiling lips, she weaved her words.

32K WKDWYV WUXH <RXU KHLJKW{V PXFK FORYV

Due to the close proximity of our faces compared to normal, |
instinctively swallowed my breath when | noticed her glossy, smiling lips.

As | stood there unable to say anything, even Isshiki was bewildered by
our close distance and looked away with slightly red cheeks. Then, she
looked at me timidly and acted shy to play it off.

3«:HOO , JXHVV \RX FDQ MXVW UHQW VRPH VKR
from Isshiki and took a step towards the bowling alley. Isshiki let out a short
reply in affirmation and followed me from behind.

-HH] MXVW KRZ VO\ FDQ WKLV MXQLRU RI PLQH
But along with that slyness of hers, Isshiki was more or less cute, so that
made it even worse.

Because truthfully, she had a cute face. Her gestures were sly, but cute.
+HU SHUVRQDOLW\« ZHOO WKHUH ZHUH SOHQW\
act sly and innocent could be considered cute.

&UDS ZKDW WKH KHFEN" 6KH VXUH LV FXWH 6Kt
LGRO ,\WlHanh, youRkKo! It ZRXOGQIW EH XQQDWXUDO L|
KDSSHQHG« 1R LW GHILQLWHO\ ZRXOG EH



That slyness and cuteness, however, was directed at Hayama Hayato,
DQG QRW PH VR , ZDV DEOH WR VWD\ FRPSRVHG
for her first trap had | been the same as my pure and younger self, ya
NQRZ«"

By intentionally thinking in a different accent, | faced my identity as a
citizen of Chiba, solidifying my love for my hometown and was able to calm
GRZQ 3KHZ FORVH RQH ,I LW ZDVQYW IRU P\ OR
ZRXOGYYH FRPSOHWHO\ DQQLKLODWHG PH 7KDQ

1RZ WKDW , WRRN EDFN P\ FRPSRVXUH , DOVR
DVVLIQPHQW ZDV WR GHVLJQ D GDWH FRXUVH IR

When we got onto the passage of the shopping area of the station, |
turned around to Isshiki when the bowling alley was visible and checked
ZLWK KHU 3$FWXDOO\ GRHV +D\DPD HYHQ SOD\ \
VRPHWKLQJ PRUH VWANAOLVK EH EHWWHU""

S7TKDWYV AKD AWDCEEOH WHQQLY LV JRRG , ZRQTW
myself from others if | just take Hayama-VHQSDL VRPHZKHUH KHTY
JR ULJKW"’

SODNHV VHQVH«’

'KHQ VKH PHQWLRQHG LW WKDWY{V WUXH ,VVK
likely to invite Hayama to something like table tennis. So in that sense,
, VVKLNL FRXOG GLVWLQJXLVK KHUVHOI WKDW ZD'
come off positively or negatively. Then again, | doubt Hayama would even
FDUH HLWKHU ZD\«

Well, this was for my cute juniorandall VR OHWfV GR WKH EH)



We headed to the bowling alley near the movie theater, checked in at
the reception, and went to the table tennis tables towards the corner.
We took a seat on the nearby leather sofas and changed our shoes.

Isshiki took a seat next to me, took off her coat, and began changing out
of her boots.

The pink-knitted sweater underneath her coat was moderately slender
while emphasizing her feminine curves, her high-waist skirt showing her
waistline. When she uneasily removed her boots with her hands, | could tell
the fineness of her calves through her tights.

| ended up directing my gaze towards her seemingly immature gestures.
KHQ RXU H\HV PHW VKH EHQGHG KHU KHDG WR \
WKHUHYV QR ZD\er,thaR X& @k k@& bithe unbalanced
qualities between her alluring charm and her childish behavior, so | shook
my head and quietly handed her a racket.

After Isshiki bowed her head and accepted the racket, she trotted to the
front of the table tennis table while fanning herself.

3, KDYHQTW SOD\HG WDEOH WHQQLY VLQFH PLC
3<RX FDQ SLFN LW LQ 3 ( ZKHQ \RX EHFRPH D V

| stood across from Isshiki on the other end of the table. Isshiki rolled up
her knitted sleeves and pointed her UDFNHW DW PH 6KH WKHQ |
a smile in determination!

S6R LI , ZLQ FDQ \RX WUHDW PH WR OXQFK"’

S:HYUH EHWWLQJ OXQFK KXK" :HOO , JXHVV W}
WRVVHG D WDEOH WHQQLY EDOO WR ,VVKLNLp , J
the match than putting down a wager. After bouncing the ball on the table,

Isshiki grabbed it and readied her racket.

S:HYUH GHFLGHG WKHQ« 2ND\ ,YyO00 VWDUW ILU



Isshiki flatly grunted when she weakly rallied the ball to me.
3+RL °

| returned the ball that came straight at me without any extra strength.
The return skillfully dropped in front of Isshiki and bounced to a perfect
KHLJKW IRU KHU |, VVKLNL JUXQWHG ZLWK D ZHDN
back.

The ping pong ball noisily bounced back and forth for a while.

Every time the ball made a bouncing noise, a sense of nostalgia would
well within me. It reminded me of the time when | played with Komachi at
the hot springs we visited as a family. Thanks to that, | was proficient at
rallies for fun. My style more or less incorporated the playstyles of Mario
.DUW DQG 3X\R 3X\R , PHDQ HYHU\ WLPH .RPDFK
XSVHW «

, XVHG P\ WLPHYV DV .RPDFKLYV RSSRQHQW DV I
rally of the balls to places that Isshiki could easily hit back.

S7TDK ~
$+RL 7

We rallied the ball back and forth while letting out flat grunts. It seems
that one of my one hundred and eightonii-FKDQ VNLOOV 3:3(QWHUMW
VLVWHU KDG \HW WR JR UXVW\

At first, Isshiki had returned the balls nervously, but it looked like she had
gottenusedtoit. /RRNV OLNH VKHYOO EH D ROkt aNdRofKD Y H
P\ WKRXJKWV D VXVSLFLRXV JOLQW DSSHDUHG L

Isshiki gave a focused stare at the ball that bounced up, stepped in, did
a large backswing, and smashed the ball.

3'LHHHH -

38K ZK\ ZRXOG \RX HYHQ VD\ WKDW«"”~
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The ball that Isshiki smashed flew in a large parabola and disappeared
into the distance. It was gone, yet Isshiki had a triumphant smile going,
3+RZYG \RX OLNH WKDW « *“from{éhlndHdgirand@IBm Rabld

tennis, girl.

| went to pick up the ping pong ball. Although we resumed with my
VHUYH , PDGH VRPH FOXPV\ KLWV DQG LW EHFDP

S2ND\ VR LWV P\ WXUQ QRZ ULJKW"’

Isshiki bounced the ball on top of the table and took a serving stance.
But as if she had noticed something, her gaze swam around and she lightly
UDLVHG KHU KDQG WR SDXVH 32K VHQSDL FRXO

Right about when she tried to pause the match, she made a sudden
VHUYH ZLWK DOO KHU HQHUJ\ % XW , ZDVQTW RQ
calmly shifted over to the front of the ball and made a return ace to the
opposite of where Isshiki stepped forward.

3«7TRR HDV\ ~

My pops always used that trick with me in table tennis when | was
\RXQJHU VR LQ RUGHU WR H[WUDFW U Htigleltpngsi |
WR .RPDFKL DQG VKHYG JHW VR XSVHW DERXW L
underestimating the worthless genes of the Hikigaya household now! The
ZD\ .RPDFKL ZRXOG UHDOO\ FU\ ZKHQ VKH ZDV D
gonna play table tennis with you anymore, oni-FKDQ ~ ZDV MXVW VR

Of course, Komachi had a tantrum since she was a child back then, but
how would Irohasu, who was an adult now, react? When | looked at her, she
was gritting her teeth as if her plans had been foiled.

3*UUU«”

31 \RXYUH JRLQJ WR UHVRUW WR WKLQJYV OLNH
VHULRXV«” , VDLG DQG WRRN RII P\ VZHDWHU , |
form of a table tennis athlete. When | did, Isshiki waved her racket in
protest.



3 66HQSDL \RXYUH EHLQJ YHU\ FKLOGLVK ~
36 D\V \RX« :KDWHYHU KHUH , JR , WYV P\ VHUY

, ZDV LQ D GLITHUHQW PRGH IURP HDUOLHUYV K
entertainment. | positioned myself at the corner and made a full-power
serve. Even though Isshiki was complaining, she seemed awfully ready as
VKH OHW RXW D VKRUW VLJK DQG FKDVHG DIWHU

$QG WKHQ KHU UDFNHW FXW WKURXJK WKH DL
skirt fluttered. &UDS QRZ WKDW , WKLQN DERXW LW VK
VKH«" , G EHWWHU DYRLG KLWWLQJ WRR PDQ\ ID

After that, | returned back to handicapped mode and lightly returned the
balls. But now that | was conscious of her skirt, my gaze would move on its
RZQ ,VVKLNLTV VNLUW IODSSLQJ XS DQG GRZQ M

Tch! How cowardly!

KDWYV FRZDUGO\" WYV WKH WDEOH WKDW ZRX
DEVROXWHO\ NHHS PH IURP VHHLQJ DQ\WKLQJ :K
VSRUW« " 2K |, NQRZ :KDW LI VRPHRQH LQYHQWH
Rl 3&OHDU -DRGRXIHK ™ VINAVOHWILIDAD " WTG GHILQLWI
Heck, | should invent it and get rich.

(LWKHU LWYV EHFDXVH , KDG LGLRWLF WKRXJK
skirts, | repeatedly swung at air and Isshiki was able to score some points.

Isshiki let out a sigh and took out a mini-towel from her bag. She patted
her face with her towel to wipe off the sweat and began counting something
by bending her fingers.

38PPP VR VHQSDL KDV HLIJKW SRLQWYV ULJKW Q
WKUHH IRXU« 2K VHQSDL ZKDW WLPH LV LW"’

As | pondered over this familiar and curious development, | looked at the
FORFN RQ WKH ZDOO DQG DQVZHUHG 3 WYV DERX

S(OHYHQ 2ND\ $K VR P\ SRLQWYV DUH WZHOYH



3<RX KDYH VL[ SRLQWV 6L[ ~

<RXTUH EHLQJ ZD\ WRR HR®&IE&4 ddi.\ MKt hWKrikang L P H
QXPEHUV GLG \RX VNLS RYHU" 7KHQ DJDLQ \RXTYL
an old rakugo story like that, Isshiki.

When | pointeditouW WR KHU ,VVKLNL SRXWHG %XW
get her anything here.

S +HUH OHWTYV JR ~

| called out to her and did a light serve. | held back on the speed of the
ball, but | aimed for a considerably difficult spot. Isshiki ran to one end of the
table, but the ping pong ball mercilessly struck the edge with a plonk and
bounced away.

6HHLQJ LW RIlI ,VVKLNL PDGH D VPLOH DQG IDF
JHW WKH SRLQW ULJKW"’

3TKHUH ZRXOGQTW EH D ERXQFLQJ QRLVH LI LW

KDWTV ZLW ghtW B HHGNOQIDH « "
JRU D ZKLOH QRZ ZHUHQYW KHU PHWKRGV NLQ
WKH zZD\ KHU VNLUW ZDV PRYLQJ DOO DURXQG Wtk

From then on, | was able to amass my points, making the occasional
misses due to her skirt, and there was finally a winner.

The result was my complete victory.

We both took a seat at the nearest sofa when we finished our game. My
breathing was a little rough since it had been a while since | played table
tennis.

2Q WKH RWKHU KDQG ,VVKLNLTV VKRXOGHUYV Z
RYHUFRPH ZLWK VKRFANRMIIRAH /RMICQAJRWWD ORQ
3«6R LWV P\ ZLQ ULJKW"" |, DVNHG WR FRQILUI

IsshLNL UHOXFWDQWO\ QRGGHG 3, JXHVV WKDW
WLPH«”
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She was surprisingly honest in accepting her defeat despite her
cowardly tactics from earlier. Had this been a certain sore loser, first or
IRUHPRVW VKH ZRXOGYYH EHHQ WKH RQH ZKRTG

, ZDVQIW RQH WR GZHOO RQ P\ YLFWRULHV EX
XQNQRZLQJO\ VSLOOHG DQ XQSOHDVDQW VPLOH
ORRN , FRXOGQYfW UHDOO\ ODXJK DW KHU

3:HOO WKDQNV IRU O XQ mKle'withid Ebddiv &hD &tQddl@s P\
QLFHO\ DV SRVVLEOH :KHQ , GLG ,M-WKIKN LR QUK\F
PH \RXYUH FU\LQJEh,UREKRDW" GR , GR«"

As | freaked out, a low chuckle came from beside me.

3« )XIXIX ~
When | looked at her, Isshiki had a fearless smile.
3+ XK ZKDW" 6RPHWKLQJ ZURQJ"" , DVNHG

Isshiki placed her hands on her waist and pointed at me with a
WULXPSKDQW VPLOH 3, VDLG \RX KDG WR WUHDW
DQ\WKLQJ DERXW \RX ZLQQLQJ VHQSDL °

What in the world is she EO D E EH U L Q JI IDdkdrl atler Wwith a
VXVSLFLRXVY ORRN DQG , UHFDOOHG RXUHMRQYHU
3««7TKDWYV WUXH ~

,QGHHG WKH RQO\ FRQGLWLRQ VKH JDYH ZDV \
GHILQLWHO\ OHDUQHG VRPHWKLQJngeKdHachitt H Q H
VRPHWKLQJ WKLV ZDV ZKDW ,1G XVH -XVW WKH
KDWH DIWHU VR ORQJ JRW P\ FKHVW MXPSLQJ LQ
that Irohasu says and does were the absolute worst.

$:HOO , ZzDVQTW UHDOO\ JRLQJ WR KDYH \RX W
ILQH % XW DUHQYW \RX EHLQJ MXVW D OLWWOH X

Isshiki, however, was rather unconcerned about that. Instead, she
smiled.



She softly placed her hand on her bosom and slightly leaned forward,
peeking into my face. Her eyes looked as if they were teasing me.

3% HLQJ D OLWWOH XQIDLU PDNHYVY PH PRUH RI D
3$ KK WKDW VR«’

, VVKLNLTV ZRUGYV ZHUH ULGLFXORXV \HW VWU]I
from Mother Goose about how girls were made of sugar and spice, and all
things nice.

7KDW UHDOO\ ZDV WUXH 7KRXJK LQ ,VVKLNLTV
spice in her.

3«, GRQW UHDOO\ FDUH EXW GRQTW H[SHFW VW
7RGD\YVY HVSHFLDOO\ ~

,QGHHG WKHUH ZHUH VHULRXV SHRSOH RXW L(
for the entire duration of a gamble where everyone would see you get
extremely angry from losing at Daihinmin and everyone would laugh and
say how funny that is.5

HOO ,YP VXUH JX\V OLNH +D\DPD DQG 7REH FR
HQWKXVLDVP DQG JLYHQ ,VVKLNLYY DSSHDUDQFH
WKLQN VKHYG EH IRUJLYHQ IRU PRVW VLWXDWLR
now!

In thinking that, Isshiki made a sudden, meek look as if she understood
what it was | was trying to tell her. She then waved her hand in rejection.

31R QR QR ,fP REYLRXVO\ QRW JRLQJ WR GR
VHQSDL :KDW DP , JRQQD GR LI KH HQGV XS KDW

3«:HOO ,YP VXUH +D\DPD ZRXOG EH KDSSLHU W
S$UH \RX IRU UHDO" :KHUHTG \RX JHW WKDW LQ

31RZKHUH LQ SDUWLFXODU °
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Since Isshiki had abruptly leaned forward, | shifted away from her
DFFRUGLQJO\ ,VVKLNL GLGQTW DSSURDFK DQ\ IX
thRXIJKW 3 WV QRW FUHGLEOH LI \RXU VRXUFH L\
WR DFW WKDW ZD\ MXVW \HW ~

S:KDWTV WKH KXUU\" )RU WKH WLPH EHLQJ KHY

, ZDV LQWHUUXSWHG E\ ,VVKLNLYfY VOLGLQJ PR

3S7TKDWYV ZK\ IRU QRZ«’

Isshiki stopped her words there and moved her lips to my ears as if to
say something secretly with deceiving eyes at the end.

She added some spice smeared with sugar.
3<RXYfUH WKH RQO\ RQH WKDW ,Y00 DFW WKLYV .

3<RX UHDOL]H WKDWYV OLMNHH WR\KQW HWRX RWNLD\
said, retreating my upper body away from her. Isshiki chuckled.

No matter the amount of sugar you coated jalapenos with, they were still
jalapenos. No matter the amount of syrup you mixed with Tabasco, it was
still Tabasco.

UnleVV WKHUHYY VRPHWKLQJ QLFH QRWKLQJ ZR

After we had some moderate body exercise, | was feeling hungry.
Isshiki who had been walking beside me tapped my shoulders as soon
DV ZH OHIW WKH ERZOLQJ DOOH\ 33UH \RX D OLW

$+P \HDK , JXHVV ZH VKRXOG JHW VRPHWKLQJ



S2ND\ °

| turned my face to her and answered and she smiled back. But she
GLGQYW VD\ DQ\WKLQJ PRUH DQG RQO\ FRQWLQX

'RQIW WHOO PH LWV WLPH IRU PH WR SRVH WI
| readied myselfand frLIKWIXOO\ RSHQHG P\ PRXWK 3,V
ZDQW WR HDW"’

S$Q\WKLQJITV RND\ ZLWK PH ~

Th-7KHUH LW LV 6KHfV WKH NLQG RI SHUVRQ ZK
you ask her if she wants to eat anything!!!

Rumor had it that girls in society measured the levels of manliness in a
ER\ EDVHG RQ WKHLU VXJJHVWLRQV 7KH ER\V ZH
to interject something.

It is possible that being aware of the fact that boys and girls share a
mutual position in testing each other may be the key to success.

| want to send everyone these words.

3:KHQ \RX JD]JH ORQJ LQWR WKH DE\VWV WKH DE
(Nietzsche)

Crap, | became overly aware there for a second because of the
S$SEVROXWH %HVW 8QRIILFLDO 2IITHUV NHQNHQYV
HXQWLQJ ([SHULHQFHV DW 3XEOLVKHUV ~ IURP W
and face reality again.

I, ZDVQIW DQ\WWKLQJ GLIITHUHQW IURP WKH SD
caused me to forget myself in anger and turn Super Sayian, but | was now
an adult having accumulated all my recent experiences.

$+RZ DERXW SDVWD" SUUDEELDWD" 2U PD\EH W|

3:KNLV LW DOO SDVWD«"’



S([FHSW WDJOLDWD LVQYfW SDVWD ~
,WITV WKLQO\ VOLFHG EHHI VWHDN RU VRPHWKL

, VVKLNLYV H\HEURZ WZLWFKHG DV LI VKH ZDV L
was, of course, barely able to keep her smile from breaking.

Though she looked happy on the outside, she clearly seemed upset
LQVLGH $QG ZLWK D SULFNOLQJ Y RiLdehpai\WeuH P X P
VXUH GR KDYH D EDG SHUVRQDOLW\ ~

S6R GR \RX ~ , VDLG

Isshiki moved her index finger to her chin and sweetly tilted her head
ZRQGHULQJ ZKDW , ZzDV VD\LQJ 3,fP WROG , KDYt

Stating that with such a blunt expression showed how strong her heart
ZDV 7UXH VKH GLG KDYH D JRRG SHUVRQDOLW\
probably stronger than the JFA6 «

We pondered over places we could eat at as we walked around.

S, \RXYJUH RND\ ZLWK DQ\WKLQJ WKHQ« 6DL]JHLU

Isshiki shook her head in rejection. &RPH RQ GLGQTW \RX MX'
ZHUH ILQH ZLWKIhxige\anwKILh@dltae take into consideration some
of ,VVKLNLYY QHHGYV ZKHQ , DQVZHU

LWK WKDW VDLG OHWY{V VWDUW WKH 34XL] ,U
RQH SODFH DIWHU DQRWKHU XQWLO WKH\ ZHUH V

S2ND\ KRZ DERXW -ROO\ 3DVWD""

Isshiki turned her head in rejection. 7KLV LV ZURQJ WRR«
S7TFK ILQH ,Y00 FRPSURPLVH DOO WKH ZD\ XS

, VVKLNL WLOWHG KHU KGrbd,@hatRthée JtoraT&nyR Q"
HDW SDVWD DW«"
3&&DSULFFLRVD"
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Eventually, Isshiki sighed. Apparently, my time was up. The number of
FRUUHFW DQVZHUV , JDYH WR WKH 34XL] ,URKDYV X
for me.

33DVWD DQG PRUH SDVWD KXK«" TP ILQH ZLWHK
WR JR WR VHQSDL ~

3)RU UHDO" 6R \RXTUH ILQH ZLWKRXW SDVWD R

S6HULRXVO\ MXVW ZKDW GR \RX WDNH PH IRU«
indignant and glared at me.

1R JLUOV ZHUH VXSSRVHG WR ZKROHKHDUWHG
and shrimp. Shrimp, for sure. Girls had the image of liking shrimp. You know
ZKDW , PHDQ" /LNH LVQIYW &REE 6DODGD 3DVWD
avocado, just the greatest thing ever?

She said anywhere was fine, but a few moments ago, she rejected
Saizeriya. | checked with her just in case and asked again, 3<RX VXUH"
<RXTUH QRW WHVWLQJ PH DUH \RX"’

, VVKLNL JURDQHG DQG ORRNHG LQWR HPSW\ V¢
EH EXW«’

6R \RXYJYH DOZD\V EHHQ GRLQJ LW KXK«" ,URK
3% XW IRU WRGD\ P ILQH ZLWK ZKDWHYHU SOI

«7TKDQN JRRGQHVV WKH RQO\ RWKHU SDVWD V)
WKRXJK WKHUH UHDOO\ LVQTW RQH DURXQG &KL
So that means | should really take her along to my preferred stores.

But since they were places that lowly high school students like us
ZRXOGQIYW RIWHQ JR WR P\ RSWLRQV ZHUH QDW
weekends at this time, family restaurants and cafes were expected to be
IXOO 7KDW EHLQJ VDLG -hpwdbauQstyligh IstQresy &itHerN Q R Z

7R ERUURZ ,VVKLNLYV ZRUGV WRGD\ VKHfV HJT
me.



In which case, there was just one answer.

S$OULIJKW |, JXHVV e @O, MDY WIRQERWRRN D \
towards the center of Chiba to lead the way for Isshiki.

A main street in Chiba that ran along large shopping malls such as
SOGO, PARCO, and C-ONE was full of restaurants, but there were just as
PDQ\ RQ WKH VWUHHW IDPRXANXB W@BHAQWYVDWIGHW
back street that extended on the side.

But for a Chiba citizen of my stature, | would purposely take the back
alley and inconspicuously choose an open store.

1RUPDOO\ ,1G HPEDUN RQ DQ DGYHQWXUH WR
but | had company today.

At a time like this, choosing somewhere prominent seems like the right
thing to do.

When we entered the street, the signboard with orange lights of the store
| was aiming for came into view. Below that signboard, there were stairs that
descended underground.

, VVKLNLTV H\Hdm\e betigedikeé Gtmdasphere of the
underground.

3<RXTO0O0 JHW D ORW RI SRLQWYV LI \RX NQRZ DE
Isshiki tugging at my sleeve, showing her excitement.

We then arrived at the ramen shop, Naritake, considerably well-known
even in Chiba. Presently, they ran operations in Tokyo and in Nagoya. They
DOVR KDG EXVLQHVVHY LQ 3DULV )UDQFH DV ZH(
as Paritake (by me).

3$QG« ZHYUH HDWLQJ UDPHQ"" ,VVKLNL ORRNHC
glass and her excitement visibly disappeared. She was completely still, no
longer tugging at my sleeve.

3<RX VDLG DQ\ SODFH , XVXDOO\ HDW ZDV ILQH



3:HOO , JXHVV LWV VHQSDL ZHYfUH WDONLQJ C
resignation and let out a deep sigh.

O-2ND\« , PHDQ VXUH LWYV QRW VW\OLVK RU D
KDYH WR EH WKDW GLVDSSRLQWHG DERXW P\ FKF

Based on my experiences, girls were supposed to like ramen. Source:
Hiratsuka-sensei. CUDS P\ VRXUFH RI LQIRUPDWLRQ ZDV
one thing, VKHYV QRW HYHQ DW WKH DJH VKH FRXOG
WKDWYV EDG KDWYV EDG" &DOOLQJ KHU D JLUO

Had Hiratsuka-VHQVHL EHHQ KHUH VKHYG GHILQLWH
WR HDW +HFN VKHY{G JHW DOO QDUIlgs®DoputitD Q G
in another way, as far as | know, only Hiratsuka-sensei would end up that
way.

But if | looked at this from a different angle, this was a perfect chance to
LOQOWURGXFH 1DULWDNH WR ,VVKLNL 7KHUHYV DQ
WKHUHYfV D FULVLVY EXW ZKHUH WKHUHYV D SLQF
QRUPDOO\ ZzDV MXVW D FULVLVY VR WKH PRPHQW
\RXTG JHW WKH UXJ SXOOHG IURP XQGHU \RX , K

38P ZK\ GRQTW \RX UHVHUY HDIRNMHU MX G I RH QWY
instinctively used a polite tone and timidly spoke to Isshiki.

, VVKLNL JDYH PH D ILIHG VWDUH EXW WKHQ JD
WKDWSYV ILQH , PHDQ ,fP WKH RQH WKDW VDLG \

2K UHDOO\" 5HDOO\" :HOO LI \RXYUH ILQH ZLW
PH «

, HOWHUHG WKH VWRUH DQG ZDV DEOH WR JHW
ZDV UHOXFWDQW ‘H ZHUH ZHOFRPHG ZLWK DQ H(

Most of the counter seats were occupied since it was the afternoon, but
luckily for us, two seats were open. | decided to purchase a meal ticket from
the nearby ticket machine. Isshiki looked at the words on the buttons and
her gaze swam around in confusion. It looks she was at a loss.

3, VXJIJHVW WKH VKR\X IODYRU OLVRYV SUHWW!'
LWV XVXDOO\ EHVW WR JR ZLWK VKR\X -



3,900 JR ZLWK WKDW WKHQ ~

Once Isshiki purchased her ticket, we headed to the counter. We took
our seats and the first thing that came out of my mouth was a call to a
waiter.

S*LWD JLWD °
3S*L WD" +XK"" 6LWWLQJ QH[W WR PH ,VVKLNL JD

3, W UHIHUV WR WKH DPRXQW RI IDW \RX ZDQW |
DVVDUL EURWK IRU KHU"’

Back fat and the rich flavors were the selling points of Naritake, but even
if you ordered something with a normal amount of fat, the taste was still
SUHWW\ VWURQJ FRPSDUHG WR RWKHU UDPHQ VK
beginners to start off with assari ramen.

3«<RX VHHPHG XVHG WR WKLV VHQSDL °

SBUHWW)\ PXFK ~ 7DNLQJ WKDW DV D FRPSOLPHC
ERDVWHG SURXGO\ %XW , GLGQTW JHW VR PXFK

When | glanced at her, Isshiki was retreating away from me with an
apathetic look.

+PP ,URKDVX GRHVOQYYW VHHP WRR LPSUHVVHG
QH[W WR HDFK RWKHU \HW ZK\ GR ZH IHHO VR ID
Hey boys! Listen up! You guys can flaunt your knowledge of B-class
IRRG OLNH UDPHQ DQG FXUU\ DOO \RX ZDQW EXV
all! Boys looking to get popular by doing that should keep that in mind!

, ZDWFKHG WKH NLWFKHQ LQ IURQW RI PH VLQF
ZDLW DQG , UHDOL]JHG VRPHWKLQJ 3«7KH JX\ ZKR
WRGD\ /RRNV OLNH RXU UDPHQYV JRLQJ WR JHW

3+ XK" :KDW WKH KHFN DUH \RX VD\LQJ"’



37KH WKLQJ LV 1DULWDNH LV QRUPDOO\ SUHW)
RI WKH KRXU WKH SHUVRQ PDNLQJ WKH UDPHQ Z
subtly different. And so, the time | like to go to Naritake the most is when the
JX\ ZKR JUHHWYV \RX ZLWK pKHOOR MPHOFRPHY LV

3«8P \RXU VSLHO LVQYW H[DFWO\ WKH NLQG RI

The moment she stated that wearily, the ramen arrived. The gita gita
concentration of back fat glistened shinily like the peak of Mount Fuiji, the
rising steam warming the hearts of those who watched.

(K" :KDW LV WKLV LV WKLV IDW DUH \RX IRU L
VKRFN DIWHU VHHLQJ WKH ERZO EXWithl @t GQIW |

S7TKDQN \RX IRU WKH IRRG ", VROHPQO\ JDYH P
grabbed the Chinese spoon and chopsticks and earnestly ate, slurped,
feasted, and swallowed my ramen. It was indeed an addicting taste.

On the other hand, the nearby Isshiki was watching me dreamily eat
away at my ramen in aversion, but after swallowing her breath as if readying
herself, she timidly took her chopsticks. She gracefully carried her Chinese
spoon up to her mouth, raised her jaw, and moved her slender neck.

She then froze. Although it was only for a moment, she quickly came
back to her senses and picked up the noodles with her chopsticks, blowing
at them with her glossy lips, and began chowing down.

$SSDUHQWO\ LW GLGQYW OHDYH D &Ef»@ahe SUH )
reaction, | resumed my eating.

We both continued eating in silence and ended up finishing our food
before we even realized it.

S, WV IUXVWUDWLQJ WR VD\ " VDLG ,VVKLNL Z
sidelong glance and she lifted her face and looked at me. She looked
frustrated somehow. Isshiki pouted and continued her words.



3% XW LW ZDV JRRG«” 6KH LPPHGLDWHO\ DYHUW
into a smile after seeing that.

3«,fP JODG WR KHDU WKDW °

3:HOO , VXSSRVH WDNLQJ D JLUO LQWR D VWRL
DORQH E\ KHUVHOI PLJKW VFRUH \RX VRPH KLJK !
convinced herself as if she was persuading someone. As long she enjoyed
it, that made me extremely delighted.

But when | think about it, pasta and ramen were pretty similar and when
LW FDPH WR RLO FRQWHQW DYRFDGRY DQG EDFN

&DUERK\GUDWHY DQG IDW GLGQYW GLVFULPLQI
may very well be the best things ever.

Naritake really was god-like.

$OULIJKW QRZ WKDW ZHYfUH GRQH HDWLQJ OH\
$W OHDVW WKDWYV ZKDW , ZDQWHG WR VD\ E:
town of Chiba.

S'RQIW \RX [HHO OLNH HDWLQJ VRPHWKLQJ VZH

She posed it as a question, but in reality, she was issuing an order. |
accepted her order and we went around looking for a place similar to a cafe.

S7TKHUHYVY OLNH D ORW RI QLFH VWRUHYV LI ZH J
walking on. The direction she headed in veered slightly away from the town
center and led to a subdued street with a park, offices, and apartments.



We passed the front of the central station and walked down a street that
had gone through maintenance relatively recently. This area, unlike the
FURZGHGXSSL¥WUHHW ZDV VSDUVH ZLWK EXLOGL

tmJKWIYH EHHQ WKH UHDVRQ ZK\ WKH EORZLQ
For how clear the weather was, the north wind was still chilly.

Having had my fill of ramen, | was feeling nice and warm2D QG , ZR X O(
say | wanted to go home at this instant2EXW , ZDVQY{YW YHU\ IRQG
long periods of time.

| looked at Isshiki wondering how much longer this was going to take
and she pointed DKHDG ZLWK D VPLOH 3<RX VHH WKDW'
WKHUH ~

When | looked, | was met with a stylish cafe.

Its exterior was made of wooden panels with large windows that took in
light from outside, the terrace had a large, green parasol, and the front of
the cafe had a blackboard with the menu written in chalk and exposed in
broad daylight how stylishitis. +H\ \RX FDQIYW EH VHULRXV Z
you know? Is it really okay to have this kind of cafe in Chiba?

+RZ DERXW LW" <RXTUH Rigybt? V¥d akekogkh) Mght? W R L
<RX GRQITW NQRZ ZKDW 3, ZRQYW JR™ PHDQV ULJI
silently as if asking those strings of questions. 8P P\ VFDUI LVQITW D
you know?

3:HOO , JXHVV WKLV VWRUH ZRUNV ~

Then again, it was really cold, so anywhere was fine with me. | know for
VXUH , ZRXO0OGQTfW ERWKHU HQWHULQJ WKDW VWR
accompanied by Isshiki today, they should forgive me for trespassing into
their stylish world.

S2ND\ OHW{YV J2RK VKRaWstoppatly KLNL VDLG

S:KDW" :KDWTTV JRLQJ RQ"’



She pulled my sleeve, forcing me to a stop. My sleeves D U HyQU¥ Wins,
H L W KSthéJtken frantically went behind me. She then peeked out her face
from the side and pointed at the store.

S330HDVH WDNH D ORRN RYHU WKHUH ~

3+ P 7

| looked in the direction as | was told and a couple had just come out of
the cafe. A frail looking girl wearing glasses with pigtails and a regular boy
ZLWK QR ZRUWKZKLOH WUDLWY WKDW FRXOG EH
those two left the store, they walked in the opposite direction of us.

| watched them in curiosity with my arms crossed and contemplated.

7KH\ ORRN NLQG ARI thuBHt &bbid Who they were, a voice
spoke to me from behind.
3+HYV WKH YLFH SUHVLGHQW DQG VKHTV WKH V

«2KKK WKDW¢YfV ULJKW ,fYH PHW WKHP EHIRUH
No, wait just one second. Why did those two come out of that cafe
together?

S:KDW GRQYW WHOO PH WKRVH WZR DUH GDWL
some distance from my back.

6KH WLOWHG KHU KHDG 3:KR NQRZV" , GRQTW \
ZHQW RXW RXW WRJIJHWKHU VRPHZKHUH IRU D OLYV

Isshiki abruptly stopped and turned around with incredible intensity.

3+D :KDW ZDV WKDW MXVW QRZ ZHUH \RX WU\L
shameless to think you can act like a boyfriend just because we went out to
KDYH IXQ IRU D ELW ,fP VRUU\ SOHDVH GR WKD)
WLPHV =~ 6KH TXLFNO\ UDQ KHU PRXWK DIWHU IOL
take some distance.

3«$KK \HDK VXUH 1HYHUPLQG MXVW IRUJHW |



,YWITV WRR PXFK RI D SDLQ WR DVN KRZ XigH FDF
FRXQWLQJ KRZ PDQ\ WLPHV VKHYV UHMHFWHG PH
VWXSLG«

S:KDWHYHU OHWYV MXVW JR LQ DOUHDG\ ,fP F

32K SOHDVH ZDLW IRU PH °
| went into the store after telling her and Isshiki chased after me.

, NQHZ LW ZzDV VW\OLVK RXWVLGH EXW WKH LQ
were seemingly picky about their chairs and tables as every single one of
them was distinct. The walls and the drawers were decorated with sweet
decorations, forming an interior that would be popular among female
customers.

The seats we were led to were inside to the right and were sofas that
looked standard compared to the interior of the store. Sunlight from outside
poured in through the bow window that faced the street.

,VVKLNL ZKR VDW DFURVV IURP PH SURPSWO\ R
KDYH OLNH QR LGHD ZKDW WR JHW \RX NQRZzZ"’

7TKRXJK VKH DVNHG LW GLGQYfW ORRN OfttvH VK
PH LQ SDUWLFXODU DV VKH IOLSSHG WKURXJK Wl
for you, so sly; she was exhibiting her sweets-loving femine wiles. Well,
VO\QHVYV GLGQYfW UHDOO\ PDWWHU VLQFH D ORW
&DVH LQ SRL Q°u¥dokdieating Mdngter that gobbled down tea cakes
DW WKH FOXE URRP« $OWKRXJK UHFHQWO\ VKHY
instead.

As | watched Isshiki worry over the menu, she turned a part of it towards
me.

2KK WKH PHQX LV SUHWW\ YDULHG«

Macaron, swisV UROO JkWHDX DX IURPDJH FKHHVHF
7TKHUHYY DOVR JHODWR DQG VRUEHW |, ZRQGHU ¢
two is? Was it something like Shofukutei family7 or something?
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With worthless thoughts in mind, | compared the menu item names and
pictures until Isshiki popped her face above the menu.

. P UHDG\ °
32K /HWYV FDOO VRPHRQH RYHU WKHQ °

$IWHU FDOOLQJ WKH ZDLWHU ,VVKLNL SRLQWH
DVVDP WHD DQG D PDFDURQ SOHDVH °

3$QG ,YyO00 WDNH« D EOHQG FRIIHH DQG D JHOD
After making our orders, a time of relaxation continued for a while.

The softly played bossa nova BGM, the warm atmosphere inside, and
the tender sunlight of the early afternoon. Every single one of them
contributed to the special mood inside this cafe. Even the voices of other
customers sounded distant and quiet as if though they were submerged in
water.

But in place of those voices, my attention was directed at the person in
front of me.

Isshiki must visit this shop regularly because she sank into the sofa and
was extremely relaxed. She placed her elbow on the armrest, rested her
cheeks in her hand, and looked outside the window. She hummed to herself
In anticipation of her macaron.

| looked at the scenery outside as well while listening to her faint
humming voice. In the scenery ahead was the typical landscape of the town
of Chiba, but as | gazed at it from behind a single sheet of glass inside the
stylish cafe interior, it appeared much more extravagant than normal. It
FRXOGYYH EHHQ WKH PDJLF RI WKLV FDIHYV DWP!
that illusion.

Perhaps, Isshiki was fond of this scenery and decided to frequent this
VWRUH 7KDWY{YV QRW WR VD\ WKDW VKHfV WKH R



'R \RX XVH WKLV VWRUH IRU WKH VWXGHQW FR
the two we saw from earlier. Isshiki turned towards me and shook her head.

Then, Isshiki clapped her hands, moved her hand to her chin, and
thought.

S$KK \RXYJYUH WDONLQJ DERXW WKH 93 DQG VHF
EHFDXVH ZH WDONHG DERXW LW ODVW ZHHN ~

3<RX GRQYW VD\«’
6R WKDWTYTV ZK\ ZH FDPH DFURVV WKHP

No, maybe the vice president decided to use that as a chance to invite
WKH VHFUHWDU\ 3+H\ GR \RX -5bA falRed @oot knB W V W I
RWKHU GD\" :DQQD WU\ JRLQJ WK tdgusting.RAIhawtkeP H W
KHFEN DUH WKH\ GRLQJ DW W K Her&WwwKiote GlewadaiR X Q F L
jobs.

«1R ZDLW ,WTV QRW QHFHVVDULO\ WKH YLFH .
LWV WKH IUDLO VHFUHWDU\ JLUO ZKR PXVWHUH(¢
me want to root for her! Of course, | had no intention of cheering for the vice
president, though! Because internally, | think | put the vice president in the
VDPH FDWHJRU\ DV 7REH $QG , PHDQ WKDW LQ W
Isshiki Iroha.

As | was thinking, the perp in question, Isshiki Iroha, spoke to me.

3, DV N elviceWwrksident if there was any place | could go out to to
KDYH IXQ RQ WKH ZHHNHQG $QG WKDWIfV MXVW |
said, emphasizing that last part as she looked up at me. You have to
HPSKDVL]H ZKDWYV LPSRUWDQW KXK«" %HLQJ WI
Hachiman points.

3, DSSUHFLDWH WKH JHVWXUH EXW , ZRXOGYYt
PRUH EDVLF WKLQJV ILUVW«’

You know, like checking my opinion on the matter or giving me a clear
explanation of what our objective isingoing RXW WR KDYH IXQ 7KF
GHILQLWHO\ SOHQW\ RI WKLQJV \RX VKRXOGTYH (



But letting my complaints in one ear and out the other, Isshiki candidly
DYHUWHG KHU JDJH DQG FKDQJHG WKH WRSLF ZK
expecting to see them here, VR WKDW ZDV NLQG RI D FORVH

She stopped speaking there, moved her gaze back and looked directly
at me. And then, she softly supported her mouth with her hand as if hesitant
RI KHU VXUURXQGLQJY DQG ZLWK D VPLOH Zy&dLV
VRPHZKHUH ZKHUH ZH ZRQTW VHH PDQ\ SHRSOH =

S7TKHUHYV D QH[W WLPH«"" , VDLG :KHQ , ZDV V
LPDJLQHG KRZ PXFK WURXEOH LWYG EH P\ YRLFF

+HDULQJ WKDW ,VVKLNL JODUHG EDFN 3:K\ GR

32K QR LWYIV QRW WKDW , GRQTW OLNH LW RU
coordinate something in the direction that can consider any positive
SRVVLELOLWLHYV DV PXFK DV , FDQ °

3-HH] WKDW GRHVQITW VRXQG UHD Od M&kddat DW L
me with a wry smile. Then, her mouth formed a circle and an excited glitter
appeared in her eyes. | turned around to the direction where Isshiki was
looking 2 namely, behind me 2 and a waiter was carrying over a cake set to
us.

The macaron, tea, gelato and coffee were elegantly placed on the table.
After looking at the items in joy, Isshiki took out her cellphone and began
snapping pictures. For some reason, she even took pictures of my gelato as
well.

Why do girls take pictures of their food anyway? Were they recording
their diet or something? Or did their RIZAP trainers tell them to send the
pictures to them?

Once Isshiki was satisfied with taking pictures, she lowered her
cellphone. Just when | thought | could finally eat, Isshiki raised her hand.

3$K H[FXVH PH &DQ \RX WDNH WKH SLFWXUH""



When she called the waiter, the waiter quickly appeared and accepted
her cellphone. Taking pictures again? Just how much longer are you going
to make me wait!? | want to eat my gelato already! | took the spoon and my
hand was hit.

Upon looking, Isshiki was leaning over and posing in front of the waiter
with her cellphone in camera mode.

3&«RPH RQ VHQSDL PDNH D SHDFH VLJQ 3HDFH

3, GRQIW ZDQQD <RX GRQTW UHDOO\ QHHG D S
WR PHOW \RX NQRZ ~

3. W ZRQYW PHOW WKDW IDVW 6R FRPH RQ ",V
$SSDUHQWO\ VKH FRXOGQTW KROG KHU SRVLQJ |
impatient, tKH ZDLWHUfV SROLWHQHVY WXUQHG D ELV

38P VLU«"" 7KH ZDLWHU VDLG ORRNLQJ DW PH
ZDLWHUYYV JD]J]H KDG D IHHOLQJ RI RSSUHVVLRQ W
WR GR%P VRUU\ IRU JHWWLQJ LQ WKH ZD\ RI \RXU

S6HQSDL FRPH RQ FRPH RQ ~ ,VVKLNL KXUULH(
much of a choice, | slightly moved the plates and leaned over the table.

3<RX VKRXOG JHW MXVW D OLWWOH FORVHU«" 7
posing with the camera and | adjusted my body a little more. And then, |
was suddenly met with the smell of shampoo. | looked with just my eyes and
, VVKLNLTV VRIW KDLU IOXWWHUHG +HU IDFH ZDV
Instinctively moved my body away, the waiter called out.

3$K WKHUH WKDW VKRXOG EH JRRG 2ND\ KHU

And then, there were two to three snapping sounds.

S7TKDQN \RX YHU\ PXFK °

After giving her thanks, Isshiki took back her cellphone and looked at the
SLFWXUHV ZKLOH VLQNLQJ GHHSO\ LQWR WKH VR

take SLFWXUHV« 7TKH WKLQJ DERXW KRZ \RXU VRXO
taking pictures might actually be true.



| let out a sigh and the ascending steam from the coffee disappeared. |
wanted to drink it before it got any colder.

3«&DQ , HDW QRZ"™

3$¢K \HV SIORHDWHDG ~ ,VVKLNL UHSOLHG QRQFK
RYHU WKH SLFWXUHVY RQ KHU FHOOSKRQH +RSLQ

picture, | ate my gelato | was forced to wait on to cool down my face and
head.

«'DPQ LW LW UHDOO\ GLG PHOW D OLWWOH

| left the store after we paid the bill and it was already getting dark. While
we were lethargically chatting over pointless things and enjoying our
sweets, we were apparently sitting inside for too long.

Now that it was night time, the wind got slightly stronger and chills
seeped through the small openings of my loosened scarf.

As | adjusted the collars of my coat and wrapping myself with the scarf
again, Isshiki came out the store a little later.

S6RUU\ IRU WKH ZzDLW , DOPRVW IRUJRW WR JH

, VVKLNL ERQNHG KHU KHDG 4dLWZ DV OWiét lddaid,H F

, ZRQGHU ZKDW VKHfV JRLQJ WR XVH WKH UHFHL
earlier, too. Speaking of which, after playing table tennis and eating ramen,
VKH DOVR NHSW WK Bs\5hke gbhidrtd fil&aN Meome report or
something?

3$OULIKW |, JXHVV ZH VKRXOG KHDG WR WKH V!

32ND\ ©~ ,VVKLNL QRGGHG DQG ZH ERWK EHJDQ 7

There were people heading to the station and people who were likely
coming from the station at this very moment. With the mingling of human



traffic, the townscape was showing its after- KR XUV IDFH *LYHQ WK
weekend, the town was even more showy and lively.

, W ZDVQIW WKDW ODWH \HW EXW , \DZQHG ZKL
table tennis match we had. It spread to Isshiki who had been walking beside
me on the sidewalk and she yawned as well.

When Isshiki noticed | was watching her yawn, she looked a little
embarrassed. She coughed to play it off and took half a step closer.

3:HOO , VXSSRVDHERRYW MWMMWQ SRLQWYV IRU WRGD\
abruptly.

, W VRXQGHG OLNH VKHYV JLYLQJ PH WKH SRLQ\
date courses.

3, JIXHVV ;1900 DVN EXW RXW RI KRZ PDQ\ SRLQ
32QH KXQGUHG RI FRXUVH -
3: K\ WKH KHFEN LV LW VR ORZ«"’

| thought, WULHG SUHWW\ KDUG \RX NQRZ" <HDK"
little unfair? | gave Isshiki a discontent look and she raised both of her
hands that were covered with mittens.

They formed the shape of paper and she began counting with her
ILQJHUYV JU loseNewWpoints for not being Hayama-VHQSDL

3$Q XQUHDVRQDEOH JXLGHOLQH ULJKW RIlI WKH

Are you Nayotake no Kaguya-Hime8 or something? Not to mention
\RXTUH GRLQJ D VA\VWHP RI VXEWUDFWLQJ SRLQW
SHUVRQDOO\ WKLQN LWV EHWWHU WR XVH D V\V
our good points, yeah!

%XW WKH VFUHDPV RI P\ VRXO 2AHiasisQdcsuried O H
while folding finger after finger of her left hand. Please stop, the more you
IROG \RXU ILQJHUYV WKH PRUH \RXfUH IROGLQJ P
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3$QG LI ZH LQFOXGH \RXU EHKDYLRU DQG FRQG
SRLQWYV RND\"’

3, JXHVV WKDWYV IDLU =, QRGGHG EDFN QDWXL
ORVW RQO\ WKDW PXFK SRLQWY PHDQW , GLG ZH!
GXH WR ,VVKLNLYY OHQLHQFH WKDQ P\ KDUG ZRU

S6R \Rete DZDUH RI LW«’

Her sighing voice was mixed with resignation. OK \RXfUH QRW JR
JLYH PH D IUHH SDVV DIWHU DOO«

Now then, Isshiki-VHQVHLYY VFRULQJ FRQWLQXHG ,V\V
KHU ULJKW KDQG LQWR D ILVW DQG OLJKWO\ SXQ
SRLOQWYV IRU DFFHSWLQJ D JLUOYYV LQYLWDWLRQ

S3<RXYfUH WKH RQH WKDW FDOOHG PH« :DLW QR

, GLGQTW IHHO DQ RXQFH RI SDLQ LQ P\ VLGH I
enough, something pricked at my chest. A person | recalled in that casual
instant oddly weighed on my mind.

After poking my side, Isshiki went a step ahead, stuck up a finger, and
FRXJKHG ZLWK KHU FKHVW RXW 3:HOO , KDG IXQ
ERQXV ’

S3«*HH WKDQNV IRU WKDW ~

In total, ten points. The evaluation was occasionally harsh, but the final
allotted points were a little more forgiving. The breakdown of my own
scoring was similar, so | was more or less convinced with it.

As we chatted, we gradually approached the station.

JURP KHUH ,YG WDNH WKH 6REX /LQH DQG ,VVK
MRQRUDLO KRPH 6R WKDW PHDQV ZHYG EH SDUW
station.

S6R KRZ zZzDV LW IRU \RX VHQSDL"" ,VVKLNL DVN
at the rotary that continued to a short flight of stairs. Since she was facing



GRZQ , FRXOGQTW VHH KHU H[SUHVVLRQ VR , GL
a moment.

+RZHYHU LW VKRXOGQYW KDYH VWUD\HG DOO "
thinking from eatrlier.

3:HOO , JXHVV LWV OLNH WKDW IRU PH« 1P D

'R \RX KDYH WR EH WKDW KRQHVW DERXW KRZ
ILQH DQG DOO ,W MXVW PHDQV \RX ZHUH DFWXD!

, VVKLNLYV UDLVHG IDFH KDG DQ HQHUJHWLF VF
face to her typical slyness. When Isshiki saw my wry smile, Isshiki puffed
her cheeks in displeasure.

3S:KDWTV ZLWK WKibWe-ZX8HWU IPPHQRIT \RXUV«"™ |V
cheeks swelled and she briskly walked ahead turning away. She stated in a
SDVVLQJ DQG VXONLQJ YRLFH 37KHUHTV QR JLUC
NQRZ ~

Ahh, that was surprisingly believable. | lightly shrugged my shoulders
and increased my pace after Isshiki.

«, FDQ LPDJLQH 7KHUH DUHQMW YHU\ PDQ\ SH
WURXEOH ~

3:RZ \RXYUH VXFK D SDLQ VHQSDL ~ ,VVKLNL W
annoyed face that was far beyond what | had earlier. 7KLV JLUOTfV FUX
2XU ZDONLQJ SDFH PXVWYfYH GURSSHG GXH WR
much trouble we were. But the concourse in front of the station was just
right in front of us. After avoiding the flow of people from the ticket gates, we
DUULYHG DW WRGD\YfV PHHWLQJ VSRW WKH IURQ
so as well.

3,0 DQ\ FDVH WRGD\ WXUQHG RXW WR EH D JRF
\RX YHU\ PXFK ~



Isshiki lightly bowed, honestly expressing her appreciation. Taken aback
by her earnest and mannerly behavior, | replied back awkwardly in a fluster.
Isshiki lifted her face and laughed in amusement.

3«6HQSDL PDNH VXUH WR NHHS WRGD\ LQ PLQC
She had a kind gaze, tinged slightly with strictness.
3«<HDK :HOO \RX NQRZ WKDQNV IRU WRGD\ °
It certainly did feel like | learned a few things today. Of course, this was
XS ,VVKLNLYfVY DOOH\ VR , GRQTW WKLQN VKHYG J
had a different specialty from someone else.
32ND\ ,Y00 VHH \RX DJDLQ DW VFKRRO °
3% H FDUHIXO RQ \RXU ZD\ EDFN °

After exchanging our goodbyes, Isshiki headed to the platform of the
monorail. As she ascended the escalator, she grew farther and farther.

Suddenly, Isshiki turned around and waved her hand. | lifted my hand
back in response and watched her from afar.

Girls are made of sugar and spice, and all things nice.
7KH 3QLFH WKLQJ" WKDW ,VVKLNL ,URKD KDG |

probably b LWWHU DQG VRXU +HU 3QLFH WKLQJ " ZDV "
ZRXOGQIW EH DEOH WR XQGHUVWDQG XQOHVV \R

$QG ZLWKRXW D GRXEW ,VVKLNL ZDVQYW WKH
that nature as the two girls whom | was fairly close with in my own way had
it as well.

Just what could it be, | wonder?

As | watched Isshiki until she vanished, for just a little, something like
that crossed my mind.
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Volume 10.5, Chapter 3

7 KH U HdpddlDe that must absolutely not be missed.
Part1 xPart 2 xPart 3 xPart4 *Part5 *Part 6 xPart 7 *Part 8 +Part
9 +Part 10 +Part 11 +Part 12 +Part 13 *Part 14

The clubroom later in the day was far more frigid than usual.

We informed Hiratsuka-sensei about how the clubroom heater had
started spewing out abnormal noises since a few days ago. After that, we
were notified not to use it until the manufacturer made their repairs.

Our school life was as normal as could be2ZWKH FOXEURRP ZDVQ
during the day 2 but it was a slightly different story after school.

With the gradually declining sun and the dropping temperatures, we still
chose to participate in club.

7TKDWYV ZK\ HYHQ LQ WKH FOXEURRP P\ VFDUI
neck. The only reliable source of warmth worth mentioning was at best the
electric kettle.

+RZHYHU WKH NHWWOH ZDVQTW P HDQvASs bairg NH
used to brew our tea for today. That said, its miniscule contribution of
warmth was far better than having none at all in this frozen wasteland of a
room.

+XPDQV ZHUH FUHDWXUHY WKDW FRXOGQYW FR
followed the loss of their extravagant life they had gotten so used to. For
every chilling sensation that crept up my feet, my hand would stop turning
the page of my book on a casual whim.

$W DQ\ UDWH RXU FOXE ZDVQYW RQH WR VHH I
enjoyable spending my time reading at home than here. Heck, as shameful
as it is for me to say this, reading in a Starbucks surrounded by overly
aware (lol) people would be more preferable than this. On another note, why
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did overly aware (lol) people always sit near the window and attempt to
show off by playing around with their MacBook or pretend to read a new
book they bought, anyway? Were they trying to be the bugs that would stick
themselves to windows on a late summer night?

Of course, reading peacefully at a popular location such as Starbucks
ZDVQTW WKDW VLPSOH ,I ZH WDNH LQWR FRQVLC
FOXEURRP ZDV WKH VXSHULRU SODFH WR EH $Q¢(
tranquil and cool atmosphere that was in it. But come winter, the coolness
would intensify.

My seat, in particular, was positioned near the wall that separated the
room from the hallway. Only, this wall was as thin as Something-Place 211.
&DOOLQJ LW D SDQHO ZRXOG EH PRUH DFFXUDWH
to be much in obstructing the outside air and the cold wind would seep
through the crevices of the doors.

S«+H\ FDQ ZH HQG FOXE HDUO\ WRGD\" WYV UF

My shoulders would shake every time | became aware of how cold it
was. Unable to endure the chilliness, | spoke to the two that sat near the
windows.

5HDGLQJ MXVW DV , ZDV <XNLQRVKLWD WLOWH
'HOO ZKDW VKRXOG ZH GR"’

S(KKK ZK\" ;fP QRW HYHQ FROG °

Yukinoshita moved her hand to her chin and contemplated. Answering
her question was Yuigahama.

'HOO GXK RI FRXUVH <XLJDKDPD ZRXOGQYW IH

After all, she was the one who immediately relocated her seat right next
to Yukinoshita after realizing how cold it was in here. She then invaded
<XNLQRVKLWDTVY ODS EODQNHW <XNLQRVKLWD Z
complaints about how sultry and bothersome she was being, but today, she
was letting Yuigahama do as she pleased.
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As such, they both had very cozy expressions.

While they were sitting in a spot where the sun could reach them, the
biggest reason was the mutual exchanging of their body warmth. Looking
UDWKHU ZDUP \RX WZR«

| gave those intimate two a reproachful stare. Yuigahama who was
clinging right onto Yukinoshita slightly straightened up.

++H\ +LNNL DUHQfW \RX FROG RYHU WKHUH""’
S«<HDK LWV FROG °

When she reconfirmed the fact with a question, | felt another chill crawl
up my body and | found myself rubbing my upper arms.

32K« <XLJDKDPD WXUQHG RYHU WKH EODQNHW
size. After, she hesitated for a moment and let out a small breath.

When she sent me an examining look with upturned eyes, | grew
restless.

She breathed in and out in hopes of trying to say something and her
plentiful bosom would expand and contract. Then, looking ready, she
RSHQHG KHU PRXWK KHU YRLFH VR VPDOO DQG L
behavior moments before.

37/hen KRZ DERXW \RX«’

Yuigahama mumbled her words in difficulty and Yukinoshita finished her
sentence with a soft smile.

S:HDU \RXU FRDW"~

| saw that coming, yes. | grabbed my coat as was suggested and placed
it around my shoulders, not wearing it through my arms like how an office
lady sensitive to the cold would agonize from air conditioning during the
summer.



, ZRQGHU LI FOXE FDQ HAg] @adstatiny & Bh&dtbtk«on
the wall, there were knocking sounds at the door. Ah, damn it, someone
actualycDPH« , JXHVV , ZRQTW EH KHDGLQJ KRPH DC
3&RPH LQ " <XNLQRVKLWD DQVZHUHG WKH GRRL
head in depression. After waiting for her voice, the door then flung open.

3*RRG ZRUN HYHU\RQH ~

Entering the room with a bow, the person{V IOD[HQ KDLU VZD\H
between the gaps of her bangs were her large pupils, and she wore a faint
smile at her mouth.

Today, like every other day, Isshiki Iroha had come to our club. This
time, however, she greeted us more politely, giving rise to a sense of
discomfort. , GRQYfW OLNH ZKHUH WKLV LV JRLQJ«
32KK ,URKIDQ <DKDOOR "~ <XLJDKDPD UDLVHG KI
name. Isshiki waved back and the baggy sleeves of her cardigan would flap
around.

$+HOORRR WKHUH JRRG HYHQLQJ WR \RX WRR
FROG"" ,VVKLNL UHWXUQHG KHU JUHHWLQJ FDPH
then gave Yukinoshita a puzzled look.

<XNLQRVKLWD VPLOHG ORRNLQJ VOLJKWO\ SUI
IXQFWLRQLQJ DV LW VKRXOG DW WKH PRPHQW °

3+ XK LV WKDW VR"" ,VVKLNL VDLG QRW VRXQG
grabbed a chair and headed directly for the spot beside Yukinoshita. Then,
VKH WRRN D VHDW SXOOHG RQ WKH EODQNHW D\
with the pseudo-human kotatsu.

3:-:DLW«”~

Having Isshiki suddenly cling on to her, Yukinoshita grumbled with a
EHZLOGHUHG DQG WKUHDWHQLQJ WRQH EXW ,VV
$V VKH PXPEOHG WR KHUVHOI 326RRR ZDUP ~°° VK
between Yukinoshita and her by wriggling closer to her.



32K ZzDQQD JHW D OLWWOH FORVHU"’
3,V WKDW RND\" 7KDQN \RX VRRR PXFK ~

Yuigahama offered kindly and Isshiki thanked her with a fawning voice.
From there on, Yukinoshita was sandwiched together from both sides.

6WRS LW 'RQTW VTXL \eKShkeXadady R43 td@alRvRH the
blowing wind that runs across the open fields of Kanto, namely, her chest! If
\RXfUH JRLQJ WR NHHS SUHVVLQJ KHU WRJHWKH
upwards-like manner!

2EYLRXVO\ , FRXOGQTW V DileWnaDMciRIKANUIO R X G
between whether | should stop the Isshiki and Yuigahama sandwich, the
two of them continued their game of push with their backs against
Yukinoshita.

3«-HH] ° <XNLQRVKLWD VLJKHG DQG OHW WKHP
her seat back slightly, giving enough room for Isshiki to share the blanket.
6KH OHW RXW D KDSS\ 3\DDD\" DV VKH MHUNHG Kl
Yukinoshita until she was snugly stuck to her.

Although Yukinoshita gave her an irked look, her hand did otherwise.
She held the teapot wrapped in a quilt cloth and began pouring some tea in
a paper cup.

3«7HD"’
3747KDQN \RX YHU\ PXFK °

After taking the steaming cup with both hands for warmth, Isshiki began
drinking. OPP \RX WKUHH ORRN DZIXOO\ ZDUP«

But you know, Yukinoshita-VDQ \RX GR UHDOL]JH WKDW \R
SDPSHULQJ QRW RQO\ <XLJDKDPD EXW ,VVKLNL

Thinking back, for Yukinoshita, Yuigahama was her very first kind of
friend while Isshiki was her very first kind of underclassman. Seeing her act
somewhat like an upperclassman was a pleasant sight to behold.



| proceeded to gaze at the warm three girls from my isolated, freezing
spot. After drinking her tea and looking comfortable, Isshiki sent me a short
greeting.

32K VHQSDL WKDQN \RX IRU \RXU WLPH WKH R
S0P \HDK "~ , DQVZHUHG

Yukinoshita and Yuigahama looked at me, curious about our
exchange. 8K WKLV PLJKW EH KDUG WR H[SODLOQ«
$O00 ZH GLG ZDV KDQJ RXW MXVW WKH WZR RI
KDSSHQHG EXW LPDJLQH VD\L @Qaut té hdvesithDnotling R Q ¢
HOVH KDSSHQHG ~ ,I , KDG WR H[SODLQ P\VHOI W|
with an absurd excuse like that, it felt like | was acting too self-conscious.

But | felt just as guilty for keeping quiet. No, feeling guilty in the first
pPODFH ZDV ZKDW \RXTG F Dcor3ciaud.L.GRsh, RixcHitdad\ VHO I
NXQ \RXYUH VR FUHHS\«

Ultimately, all | could do was sit there quietly, meaninglessly breathing
out that sounded like long sighs and groans. As if finding my behavior
suspicious, Yukinoshita frowned while Yuigahama made alternating glances
between Isshikiand me. 2K GHD U «

For the next, few short moments, the room was controlled by a bizarre
silence. Even though the room was freezing, | could feel the sweat glands
on my scalp opening.

Asil WR GHVWUR\ WKDW VLOHQFH ,VVKLNL FRXJ
EXW , ZDQW WR WU\ PDNLQJ D IUHH QHZVSDSHU |

S3DUGRQ" $ IUHH QHZVSDSHU"’

Yukinoshita gave a dubious look to Isshiki because her sudden talk was
completely unrelated to earlier. But hey, nice job, Irohasu! Now | was free
IURP ERWK RI WKHLU VWDUHYV «

3$ IUHH QHZVSDSHU zZzDV XP WKDW WKLQJ ULJ

S3<HV WKDW WKLQJ "~



Yuigahama and Isshiki used demonstrative pronouns only in their
exchange. A few days ago when Zaimokuza came to our clubroom, | recall
touching on the subject of a free newspaper during our discussion. That was
enough for me to tell what they were referring to in their crude conversation.

7KH UHDVRQ ZK\ KRZHYHU GLGQTW JHW DFUR\
3% XW ZK\ D ITUHH QHZVSDSHU"" <XNLQRVKLWD D

Isshiki withdrew her hand that was under the blanket and proceeded to
explain while wagging her finger.

3:H KDYH RXU 6WXGHQW &MQdiing fip/sddnVFoD O \HD
when the vice president and the others gathered all the data, it turns out we
VWLOO KDYH D ORW RI PRQH\ OHIW LQ RXU EXGJF

3<RX GRQYW VD\«’

The last Student Council President was Meguri-senpai. As the Comfy
MegudULQ VKH GLGQTW UHDOO\ KDYH D VWURQJ D
avaricious about money. For there to be a remaining budget was somehow
believable.

But the current Student Council President was Isshiki Iroha. As the
Shrewd Iro dhasu, shewas SUREDEO\ FRQFHUQHG DERXW W

And as | had expected, she clapped her hands in front of her chest and
VPLOHG 3:H PLIJKW DV ZHOO XVH XS DOO WKH PR
ULJKW" |, FKHFNHG KRZ PXFK ZH KDYH OHIW DQG
make D IUHH QHZVSDSHU °

STKDW GRHVQYIYW PHDQ \RX VKRXOG WU\ WR LQF

Incomprehensible. Regardless of how much leftover money there is,
DFWXDOO\ WU\LQJ WR GR PRUH ZRUN LV LQFRPSL
XS WR VRP H yé¥elhéran interrogating stare to which Isshiki brushed
LW RIl ZLWK DQ :DKB(YPQ ® PUHPYRWSLFLRXYV «

30 XW ORRMNKDQRKID\RX KDYH OHIWRYHU PRQH\
XS" 6DYLQJV DUH LPSRUWDQW \RX NQRZ"" <XLJD
reprimanding her, 7T KDWRWVHWKLQJ D PRP ZRXOG VD\«



She certainly did have a point; that is, if we assume the money was
, VVKLNLTV %XW WKDW{V WKH SUREOHP 7KH PRQ
but the budget money for the Student Council.

Having listened to the conversation thus far, Yukinoshita came to a
realization regarding that point. She placed her hand to her chin and slowly
spoke.

3, LPDJLQH LW PD\ QRW EH WKDW VLPSOH ~

3:K\"" <XLJDKDPD DVNHG WLOWLQJ KHU KHDG C
<XNLQRVKLWDYV VKRXOGHU

3, WKHUHYV VWLOO UHPDLQLQJ PRQH\ LQ WKH
possible the budget allocated for the following year may be reduced. If | was
WKH RQH KDQGOLQJ WKH EXGJHW |, ZRX0OG ZLWKI

3<HV ([DFWO\ 7KDW{YV ZK\ WR OatiRcedfod ey WL Q.
\HDU LWYJYG EH EHWWHU WR MXVW XVH XS DOO Wi
ULIJKW"’

$IWHU <XNLQRVKLWDYV H[SODQDWLRQ ,VVKLNL
Yukinoshita. And to further gain her approval, Isshiki snuggled up against
her like a child.

S37TRR FORVH«’

| could hear her let out a shallow and perplexed voice. Caught in the
middle from both sides, Yukinoshita was squeezed into a posture as though
she was in a loaded train. <HS \HS LWV JRRG WKDW \RXfU|
together.

7KDW VDLG ,VVKLNLTV FRQFHUQ ZDVQYW FRPS
, VVKLNLTV PRQH\ WKRXJK RI FRXUVH /LNH VHUL
BWXGHQW &RXQFLOYTV PRQH\ QRW \RXUV %XW LI
budget, publishing a free newspaper shouOGQIW SUHVHQW PXFK

3*R IRU LW 'RQTW UHDOO\ NQRZ ZKDW \RXfTUH ¢
said, casually.



Isshiki detached herself from Yukinoshita and turned towards me.
SPFWXDOO\ DERXW WKDW ,YYH DOUHDG\NI NdsQGD ¢
thinking of doing something like introducing spots you could have fun at,
SODFHV \RX FRXOG HDW JRRG IRRG DW RU HYHQ

32K WKDW VRXQGYV JUHDW +RZ DERXW FORWKF
SHRSOH PLJKW OLNH WKRVH ~

S7TKDW ZRXOG P DiNgsimilar tv &fBrdidé or a local magazine.
The content certainly does seem like things people would like to see as
ZHOO«’

<XLJDKDPD EHFDPH HQWKXVLDVWLF WKDQNV W
closer. Because of that, Yukinoshita was pressed in between even further.

Hmm, still, places you could have fun at, places you could eat good food
DW DQG FXWH FDIHV KXK«" , IHOW OLNH , KHDUC
ZDV IURP 3% HLQJ +XPA @edt¥ylatd tb bid'and hot rice, they
must be waiting for the cute cafes? The only thing that was correct was the
ULFH SDUW 2ND\ VR LWV VRPHWKLQJ HOVH WK
S6R D ORFDO PDJD]JLQH ZRXOG PHDQ« VRPHWKL
Yuigahama asked, leaning her body towards Isshiki.

, VVKLNL QRGGHG ZLWK D 3\HS \HS" DQG SLWEFK
their pressure, Yukinoshita breathed out with relief.

, V'V K lekplatidtion continued further.

S/ILNH LI LWV DQ LQIRUPDWLRQDO PDJD]LQH
want and just spend and spend and spend and put them under as
HISHQVHYVY ULJKW"’

Isshiki wore a ka-ching! U smile while also uttering the worst things
ever. :KDW GR \RX PHDQ 3VSHQG DQG WRKQGH Qe W
making comments to try to instigate people to spend their social game
PRQH\ KBUH«
Yukinoshita and | were appalled. On the other hand, Yuigahama tilted
her head in thought.
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3([SHQVHV«’

, UHDOO\ KRSH \RX NQRZ KHKdM Ywdabawia,RuHdN Q V «
Isshiki saw my reaction, she puffed her cheeks.

S:HUHQMTW \RX WKH RQH WKDW WROG PH WR GR
MXVW JRLQJ WR HQG XS DV H[SHQVHV VR , PLJKYV
OLNH"" ,VVKLNL VDLG

<XNLQRVKLWD WKHQ JDYH PH D FROG JODQFH
DQ\WKLQJ SURSHU DUH \RX«"’

3 +ROG LW , GLG QRW VD\ WKDW °

In trying to defend my honor, Isshiki shook her head and glumly looked
DW PH 3<HV \RX GLG :KHQ ZH ZHUH SUHSDULQJ
GHILQLWHO\ VDLG WKDW °

‘LG , UH DIbddéveht was a collaboration with the other school
anyway, so we should just use the money as much as we want without
EHLQJ FRQFHUQHG DERXW WKHLU H[SHQVHV« 2NLC
,URKDVX ZDV VFDU\ $FWXDOO\ LWV SUHWW\ RE
3,V Visanyour actions can also be deemed as misappropriation of
IXQGV«’

3% XW HYHU\RQH ZLOO JHW WR NQRZ DERXW OR
,VQIW WKLV:, DLRB HYHU\RQH""

Yukinoshita chided her, but Isshiki retorted back as if she was
unrelated. Oh my! Tamanawa-N X QY EHLQJ D EDG LQIOXHQF|
‘DG ZRQTW DOORZ \RX WR EH ZLWK D SHUVRQ OL!

3:KHQ \RX SXW LW OLNH WKDW LW GRHVQYW VF
said, groaning. In reality, if something you did was enjoyable to you and that
GLUHFWO\ OLQNHG ZLWK HYHU\RQHTV KDSSLQHV\
dishonest behavior unconditionally. It might actually be ideal to cater to your
interest while reaping the practical benefits.

6R ,VVKLNL ZDVQTW M X¥bsuré @ibgk. E ¢ould ipderbtanig X
that much. Now we had to consider how realistic her suggestion was.



Yukinoshita crossed her arms and thought. She then slowly spoke.
S3+RZHYHU ZLOO WKH\ DFWXDOO\ DSSURYH WKR

32K < XN L Qseiplil Wiidd are you talking about? The one in charge
RI DSSURYLQJ WKDW LV WKH VHFUHWDU\ \RX NQI
comical laugh. Never mind, she really is proposing something
D E V X W\&Ks either way, in the event something happens, Isshiki was the
one taking UHVSRQVLELOLW\ | WKH VHFUHWDU\TV MF
WR WKH EXGJHW WKHQ LW ZDV ,VVKLNLYfVY MRE W
7TKDWYV KHU UHVSRQVLELOLW\ DV WKH SHUVRQ L
As to whether Isshiki was actually aware of that or not, | was a doubtful,
but it looks like she was motivated enough in turn.

S6R EDFN WR WKH QHZVSDSHU« +RZ GR \RX WK
Isshiki asked, restarting the conversation and jumping into the main
topic. OPKPP LWV JRRG WR NQRZ WKDW \RXTUH UD!
3<RXTUH QRW JRLQJ WR JHW PXFK RXW Rl XV«
EHIRUH«’

STKDWTV WUXH« 5SDWKHU ZH GRQYW NQRZ WKH

Yukinoshita expressed her agreement. Listening on the side, Yuigahama
looked as though she recalled something and clapped her hands.

3+H\ GLGQYW ZH PDNH D SDJH IRU WKDW RQH C
32K \HDK ZH GLG GR VRPHWKLQJ OLNH WKDW (

From what | could remember, it was a matter that Hiratsuka-sensei
brought to us. A local magazine was going to be published for the livelihood
of the region and its target demographic was the younger generation. We
were tasked with producing a single page on the subject of marriage. We
went through quite a lot to get it done.

We talked while | recalled those memories one by one. Then, Isshiki
DEUXSWO\ SLWFKHG IRUZDUG 32K WKDWTTV JRRG
VRPHZKHUH °



3:H ZHUH RQO\ UHTXLUHG WR GR RQH SDJH EDF
IURP VFUDWFK WKH FLUFXPVWDQFH\MnésKia dH , W
rebuking Isshiki.

Isshiki adjusted her sitting posture in dejection and dropped her
shoulders. She then looked at Yukinoshita with upturned eyes.

3«5HDOO\"”

S3<HV ~ <XNLQRVKLWD FROGO\ DVVHUWHG +RZH
giving her a somewhat reproachful, but spoiled look, even Yukinoshita was
a loss for words and averted herface. 2K QR QRW JRRG $W WKL
going to have her way with Yukinoshita!

In the face of well-established logic and words, Yukinoshita was quick to
turn people down. But whenever she was pressured by sentimental words
DQG JHVWXUHYVY VKHYG FDYH LQ VXUSULVLQJO\ H
exchanges with her.

8QGHU ,VVKLNLYV VFUXWLQ\ ZLWK KHOSOHVV H
discomfort. Yuigahama then intervened.

S2ND\ RND\ VR DERXW PDNLQJ WKDW IUHH QHZ
look up how to make it first? Try asking some people with the know-how and
JHW WKHLU KHOS« $IWHU WKDW ZH FDQ PDNH LW

3<RXYUH VR-NHQGDk XL, \d¥ &lLehtedRmile when
Yuigahama addressed her warmly. But after careful examination of her
ZRUGV <XLJDKDPD ZDV FHUWDLQO\ NLQG EXW V|
EDFN DQRWKHU WLPH ~

,1G HISHFW QRWKLQJ OHVV IURP <XLJDKDPD $\
VXFN XS WR <XNLQRVKLWD ,VVKLNLYV RIITHQVLYF
effective against her.

S<HDK <XLJDKDPDYV ULJKW I \RX UHDOO\ KDY
took some WLPH WR SUHSDUH IRU ZKDW \RXT0OO QHHC



The three of us expressed our disapproval. Isshiki made a troubled look,
her eyebrows frowning.

3 WIV QRW WKDW VLPSOH VHH -’
3:K\"" , DVNHG

Isshiki casted her eyes downwards. With a solemn voice, she whispered,
3 dMEcause the fiscalyear-HQG LV FRPLQJ XS VRRQ °

It felt like she had mentioned something really significant just now.

7TKDWYTV WUXH LWV M Xxahw My piabedts\WetdHorobably D O \|
going to be far busier than normal.

Apparently, during this period, corporate slaves had a lot of obligations
to take care of.

That is, according to the public internet rumored to have all the truths.
6XSSRVHGO\ RQH UHDVRQ ZK\ WKHUHTV D IRFXV
Boxes and OVAs in February and March was because they were closing in
on the fiscal year-end.

21 FRXUVH WKLV GLGQYfW DSSO\ WR DOO WKLQ.
when companies would try to make financial ends meet for their business
projects by mass producing merchandise to increase sales. Source: Mama
DQG 3bsD 7RGD\ OLNH HYHU\ RWKHU WKH ERWK

S/ILNH P QRW WRR VXUH RI DOO WKH GHWDLO
expenses by the end of the fiscal year, we have to do it before the
accounting period at the beginning RI ODUFK HYYH DOUHDG\ S
EHILQQLQJ RI )HEUXDU\ VR ZH RQO\ KDYH ZKDW
said, impatiently. She wagged her finger while trying her best to explain the
situation. As adorable as she was for doing that, hearing her say things like
3ILVFDO \HDU ~ SH[SHQVHV "~ DQG 3VTXHH]H™ ZDVQ



$Q\zD\ , XQGHUVWRRG WKDW VKH GLGQYfW KDY
this month, she should focus on compiling all the invoices and receipts in
order to make the accounting period for next month.

6R WKDW PHDQV WKDW LWIIG EH EDG LI VKH GL
RI WKLV PRQWK«

KLOH ZH PLJKWYYH MXVW HQWHUHG HEUXDU\
PRQWK DV LW LV 2Q WRS RI WKDW HYHQ LI VKHY
newspaper, building it up from scratch was a Herculean task.

3, WYV DEVROXWHO\ LPSRVVLEOH JLYH XS ~ , VI
while Yuigahama made a helpless and bittersweet smile.

7THDULQJ XS VORXFKLQJ RYHU DQG ORRMORJI X
KDW{V LPSRVVL E O H slowlylskRoBinwv\hedd Orken, Isshiki
quietly stood up.

S6HQSDL« , G OLNH VRPH DGYLFH«” ,VVKLNL VW
towards me. She stopped in front of me and looked down at me while | was
sitting. She was right in front of me, yet she was hesitantly looking away.

3)RU«"” |, DVNHG

, VVKLNL KRZHYHU GLGQYW VD\ DQ\WKLQJ <XN
us a puzzled look.

In complete disregard to the three of us who were perplexed, Isshiki
began unbuttoning her blazer one by one. Whoa, what the heck is this girl
doing?

| was in shock, but so were Yukinoshita and Yuigahama. No seriously,
what the heck is she doing? Oh, gosh, wait, wait, are you undressing!?
Help!

Isshiki wriggled her body to take off her blazer and groaned as if holding
something in. Next, she shoved her hand inside her pink cardigan and
began rummaging at the chest area of her blouse.

38PP«” ,VVKLNL OHW RXW D GXOO YRLFH DV VKl
blouse. While she was doing that, her front collars would openly flap around,



showing glimpses of her collarbones. | redirected my gaze since | was
concerned with seeing that directly, but it only made the rustling noises of
her clothes and her breathing all the more real.

3, KDYH QR LGHD ZKDW \RXfUH WU\LQJ WR SXO(«
WKHUH ~ , ORRNHG GRZQ DQG VKRRHG KHU DZD\ -
to make some distance.

, VVKLNL WKHQ JDVSHG ORXGO\ 32K KHUH LW L

The hand she withdrew from inside her clothes was gripping several
scraps of paper. Using her other hand, she slowly took my hand and closed
it with those scraps inside.

7KH VXGGHQ FRQW D F WHBrithjn/and dupiplefifivigdt a@ds
WKH VHQVDWLRQ RI D JLUOTV VNL QawssdWwtZ DV VF
grow stiff in place. Isshiki immediately let go and what remained within my
hands were the warm pieces of scrap paper.

When it hit me that this miniscule warmth was from her, my hands were
on the verge of sweating. | timidly opened up my fist.

There were several pieces of paper. As | sifted through them, | was met
ZLWK IDPLOLDU SULQWHG ZRUGV 7KH ZRUG 3UHTF
listed below were the names of the bowling alley and the cafe. There was
even the meal ticket from the ramen shop.

'RQTW WHOO PH WKHVH UHFHLSWYV DUH«
The thought suddenly ran through my mind. When | lifted my face,
Isshiki was smiling and met my eyes.

Didyouseeit? <RX VDZ LW ULJKW" 7KHQ \RX NQRZ .
this, right? Having her smile fire all those questions at me made having a
spoken explanation unnecessary.

Isshiki jerked her hand at me, asking for the receipts back. | gave them
back and she respectfully accepted them, quietly putting the receipts back in
the breast pocket of her blouse.



S6R VHQSDL DERXW P\ DGYLFH«" ,VVKLNL VDLC
only this time with a cutesy and coaxing voice.

For the most part, | understood what it is that Isshiki wanted to say.
6KHYfV HVVHQWLDOO\ WHOOLQJ PH WKDW , ZDV D

%XW , VKRXOGTYH EHHQ LQQRFHQW , PHDQ , ¢
OLNH , ZDV LQ KHU GHEW RU DQ\WKLQJ <HW ZK\
some funand ifanythiQJd VKH ZDV WKH RQH ZKR VKRXOGY
P\ HISHQVHV \RX NQRZ" 1R EXW VWLOO« %XXXX)>

W PXVWYYH EHHQ EHFDXVH ,VVKLNL ZDV VR FR
the receipts to me that | was starting to feel like | had done something
wrong. Now | know what it feels like to be an unrelated bystander in an
LQFLGHQW DQG ODWHU IRUFHG LQWR DWWHVWLQ

| coughed once and turned to Isshiki. Alright, this is where | show off my
bargaining skills!

3«$$Q\ZD\ ZK\ GRQTW ZH KHDU \RX RXW ILUVW"

3 WV OLNH VKH WKUHDWHQHG KLP GLGQYW VK

3S-HH]«”’

<XLJDKDPDYfV VKRFNLQJ YRLFH DQG <XNLQRVKL
compounded.





https://kyakka.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/oregairu_v10-5_1461.png

To hold a more in-depth discussion, Isshiki went back to the Student
Council to bring back some material. Some time had passed since she left.
While we waited for her return, Yukinoshita gave us another filling of black
tea.

When the steam ascended from the tea, the aroma filled the room. The
KHDWHU ZDVQITW IXQFWLRQLQJ DV XVXDO EXW W
coat was enough to take my mind off the coldness of the room.

S6RUU\ IRU WKH ZDLW °
The door flung open and Isshiki excitedly came into the room.

She came in carrying a clear file. She placed that on the table and began
removing its content onto the desk. Her eyes sparkled as though she was a
child looking at a leaflet of a toy shop right before Christmas.

Having been witnessed to her acting like that, even | was starting to want
to make this free newspaper a reality. However, spiritual concepts like
HQHUJ\ JXWV DQG PRWLYDWLRQ DORQH ZHUHQY

First, we needed to get a handle on the situation. The more you
understood your situation, WKH PRUH FRUQHUHG \RXYG EH
called work.

I WKH FRVWY DQG WKH VFKHGXOH ZHUHQTW 10
something happen in the first place. Being aware of that and still trying to
press the issue would only lead to a drop in morale. On the other hand, in
the case where the costs and the schedule were flexible, people would get
FRPSODFHQW DQG FODLP LWYG EH D FLQFK 7KH\
ultimately, everything would fallto ruin. (Z ZKDW{fV XS ZLWK WKD
jobiQ WKH ILUVW SODFH OHG RQO\ WR D IXWXUH Z!
%XW WKDWYV H[DFWO\ ZK\ LWYV LPSRUWDQW W
LGHD RI \RXU FDSDFLW\ ,Q WKH VLWXDWLRQ ZKH



refusing, you should negotiate to reduceyouU ZRUNORDG ,W{fV RQ
spending my time in this environment of forced labor called the Service Club
that | was finally able to go through this epiphany. Finally.

| waited for Isshiki to finish preparing the documents and | spoke to her.

S)LUVW WHKIMW IYH KDYHQTYW GHFLGHG ZHYUH JF
GHFLGH RQO\ DIWHU ZH KHDU WKH VSHFLILFV DQ
QRW -

S3<HV 7KDW(TYV ILQH ZLWK PH "~ 6KH DQVZHUHG Z
bright smile.

$UIJK« <RXTUH PDNL QmhelioVefdse I y@udlabki & e with
WKRVH VSDUNOLQJ DQG H[SHFWLQJ H\HV«

| was speechless and sat there groaning. As if being my proxy,
Yukinoshita started the conversation to advance it along.

3:HOO ZK\ GRQYW ZH VWDUW RIlI ZLWK KRZ \RX

3<HV 6R XPPP ZKHQ ZH PDGH SULQWRXWYV IRU
time, we made the orders from a printing company. | contacted them and
DVNHG WKHP VRPH TXHVWLRQV VHH"’

As Isshiki was speaking, she quickly took out several documents. They
were pamphlets and sales quotes. But | have to say, to think she had
DOUHDG\ HVWDEOLVKHG FRPPXQLFDWLRQ ZLWK D
look like she could do any planning, but she certainly did have the ability to
WDNH DFWLRQ «

S6R WKLV LV ZKDW WKH\ UHFRPPHQGHG WR PH«
the pamphlet. Yukinoshita who had been beside her looked at where she
indicated.

S(LJKW SDJHV RI IXO0 FRORU« 7KH VFDOHTYV JR
Yukinoshita pressed against her temple as if to restrain a headache. Isshiki
let out an embarrassed laugh next to her.



3:HOO , NLQGD HQGHG XS GHFLGLQJ RQ WKLV [
FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZDV KHDGLQJ ’

$+HDGLQJ ZKHUH H[DFWO\«"”’

, ZDV DVWRXQGHG ,VVKLNLTYV FKHHNV LQIODW I
M\HVY ZKHQ DQ DGXOW WHOOV \RX VRPHWKLQJ U

3, JHW \RX |, WRWDOO\ JHW \RX "~ <XLJDKDPD QF
agreement. OPKP JLUOV QRZDGD\V« , FDQfWakathadS E X
DGXOW RU XSSHUFODVVPDQ ZLOO GHFHLYH WKHP

3/ HWYV VHH« %9DVHG RQ WKH EXGJHW ZH FDQ C
ZH FDQ SULQW« :H VKRXOG EH DEOH WR VHFXUH
DQG ZH FDQ PDNH WKHP UHF\FODEOH« ,W GRHVQ"
DERXW DQ\ LQYHQWRU\ ULVNV HLWKHU ~

On the other hand, Yukinoshita paid no attention to the other two and
mumbled to herself, processing the material at her own pace. Mmhmm,
Discommunication-FKDQ« ,fP D OLWWOH ZRUULHG DERXYV

After a thorough examination of the pamphlet, Yukinoshita lifted her face
and slid it over to me. | took the pamphlet and sifted through it. The
pamphlet had a simple set of instructions all the way to printing.

3:H FDQ KDYH WKH FRPSDQ\ KD Ga@odgth&\csitenG HV L
IRU XV« 7KLV PHDQV DV ORQJ DV ZH FDQ SUHSDU
LOQVWUXFWLRQV RQ WKH GHVLJQ ZH VKRXOG EH

3<RX GRQIW VD\ 7KDW GRHVQIW VRXQG DQ\ Gl
SDJH ZH GLG EHIRUH

So in short, as long we knew what we wanted printed in the newspaper,
ZH ZRXOGQMTW KDYH DQ\ SUREOHPYV 7KDW EHLQJ
that we needed to FIX the images and the composition in the articles. Phew,
LWV DEQRUPDO KRZ RYHUO\WNHAXUH , IHOW IRU M

37KH SDJH FRXQW FRPSDUHG WR EDFN WKHQ LV
KRZHYHU«” <XNLQRVKLWD DQVZHUHG +HU YRLFH
KDWYV ZKHUH <XLJDKDPD RSHQHG KHU PRXWK Z



30 XW KH\ ZH KDYH WKH SHRSO Hil thisRimeWf el 6 W X
just split up the work with everyone, we should be able to manage
VRPHWKLQJ ULJKW"’

S<HDK WKDWIfV WUXH 7KDW VKRXOG VRPHZKD\
continue, | could see Isshiki looking away with a sour face.

B« «’

3«,VVKBhMNRUusW ZK\ DUH \RX VR TXLHW"" <XNLQRYV
her voice amiable and her gaze warm. But mysteriously enough, there
ZDVQTW D KLQW RI ZDUPWK LQ KHU VPLOH DQG M
run up my spine. , 1P WHOOLQJ \RX DOUHDG\ WKDW{YV Ul
Isshiki was just as frightened 2 no, she was panicking to the point that
she was making a commotion.

3$K -1R 8P« , WYV MXVW HYHU\RQHYV NLQGD EXV
HQG 6R , WKRXJKW PD\EH WKHUH ZRXOGQYW EH
covered RU VRPHWKLQJ«”

3«,Q RWKHU ZRUGV \RXfUH VD\LQJ ZH VKRXOG(

3<HV«" ,VVKLNL ORZHUHG KHU VKRXOGHUV LQ D
out a thin sigh.

3tT1RZ QRZ WKHUHTV QRW PXFK ZH FDQ GR DER
the help, , FDQ WU\ DVNLQJ P\ IULHQGY RU VRPHWKL(
LW HDV\ ~ <XLJDKDPD JULSSHG KHU ILVW DQG VDI
JLUOYYVY GHILQLWLRQ RI SWDNLQJ LW HDV\" ZDV SL
DSSURSULDWHO\ RU SURSHUO\«

In any case, we could see the costs of work and the workload.
SUHVXPDEO\ ZH DOVR KDG DQ LGHD RQ KRZ WKH
have. The only thing remaining was the schedule. Once we knew that, we
could judge the possibility of this task.

We had a rough idea of the plans for the entire month, but we needed a
much more in-depth look into the schedule.



S6R ZKHQ H[DFWO\ GRHV WKLY QHHG WR EH GR

SOHU\ VRRQ ~ ,VVKLNL WRRN RXW D VFKHGXOH \
with our remaining budget, the perfect plan is apparently this one with a
discount, see? So in order to use that plan, the printing company said we
need to submit the materialanddawbD WR WKHP GXULQJ )HEUXI

Hoh, a discount. So they had things like that, too. If they could use up
WKH UHPDLQGHU RI WKHLU EXGJHW ZLWK WKDW ¢
It coincided exactly with the accounting period for next month, so Irohasu
was rather good at managing herself!

, WKRXJKW LQ DWWHPSW WR DYRLG UHDOLW\ E
ignore entirely.

Hm? In February? | tilted my head and Isshiki quickly added with a small
YRLFH 3«6R WKHUHfV« DERXW WZR ZHHNV OHIW

3+ X K" Z®\ QRW KDSSHQLQJ 7ZR ZHHNV" <RXfU
LPSRVVLEOH ~ , DQVZHUHG LQVWDQWO\ ZLWK WKI
across from me slowly nodded her head.

STKDWTV WUXH WV QRW D UHDOLVWLF DPRXQ
that, if we assume that we need to supervise and check over the publicized
content, proofread it, correct it, and make it consistent with other things,
ZHJUH ORRNLQJ DW RQO\ RQH ZHHN °

3. W JRW HYHQ VKRUWHU " <XLJDKDPD WXUQHG
astounded face.

37KLV LV PHUHO\ DQ LGHDO VFKHGXOH LQ RUGFE
2 FRXUVH LWYV IDU IURP LGHDO DOUHDG\ ZLWK
DKHDG RI VFKHGXOH ZKLOH NHHSLQJ LQ PLQG RI

Although Yukinoshita explained logically, matter-of-factly even, even she
NQHZ LW zZzDVQIYW D YHU\ UHDOLVWLF SURSRVDO

3«21 FRXUVH WKLV LV RQO\ XQGHU WKH DVVXP!
UHTXHVW ~ 6KH DGGHG ORRNLQJ DW PH IRU FRQI
entrusting the final say to me. The schedule she anticipated was fairly



KDUVK EXW LW ZDVQIYW EDG HQRXJK WKDW ZH FF
impossible.

2QH ZHHN KXK«" :DLW ,1 , FDQYW ZRUN RQ WKI
LV WULHG DGGLQJ WKH GD\V EXW VRPHKRZ , FI
calculations.Huuuh? Hachiman-kun, were you really this bad at arithmetic?

1R WKH QXPEHUV ZHUH FOHDUO\ LQ P\ KHDG E
very accepting of them.

32ND\ WHOO PH VRPHWKLQJ ,I ZH IROORZ WKH
there until the deadlLQH « "~

38PP«” <XLJDKDPD ORRNHG XS DW WKH FHLOLQ
her fingers. Her expression turned into a look of surprise.

<XNLQRVKLWD ORRNHG DW PH ZLWK VRUURZIXC
LI \RX GRQTW FRXQW WKH GD\V ~

6 D\LQJ WKDW DOUHDG\ WHOOV PH WKHUH LV Q

7KLV WRWDOO\ ZRQ T\Wlanead kit I5sKikVandedh KEr
expression grew dark.

3«, JIXHVV« LWV QR JRRG"" ,VVKLNL ZKLVSHUHC
vulnerable as though she was keeping herself from breaking into a fit of
crying. Her eyes became moist and her breaths were laden with heat. Her
fists that gripped her skirt weakly trembled. Her thin shoulders skipped and
VKH VORZO\ DQG WLPLGO\ ORRNHG LQWR P\ H\HV
putting her feelings of passion into every single one of her movements that it
made me feel like wanting to take up the job.

But not so fast! | was already used to Komachi, my little sister, crying like
WKDW :KHQ \RXTUH EURXJKW XS ZLWK D VLVWHU
resistDQFH ZKHWKHU \RX OLNHG LW RU QRW 7KDWY
accepting things without hesitation.

36R \RX MXVW QHHG VRPHWKLQJ GRQH LQ D IHZ
KHU ZLWK D YRLFH WKDW ,1G QRhdteiD Chaté tkis/adii-Z L W
chan attribute of mine!



37TKDQN \RX VRRRR PXFK ~ ,VVKLNL VDLG VPLOL
appreciation. In contrast, the other two on the side were looking at me with a
considerably cold stare and made deep sighs.

3«, VHH \RXYfUH DV VRIW DV HYHU °

3:-iHOO« 7TKDWYV RQH RI +LNNLYTV JRRG SRLQWYV
KRSHOHVYVY SRLQWYV ~

As Yuigahama made a problematic smile, she also looked at me with
FROG H\HV HYHQ WKRXJK , WKRXJKW VKH{G PHGL

(U ,fP YHU\ VRUU\« ,fP YHU\ VRUU\ IRU FDXVLC
W U R X |BS€ikttively, | was going to apologize to the two, but the one who
RULJLQDOO\ EURXJKW WKLV MRE WR XV ZDV ,VVK

| glanced at Isshiki and she was rubbing her chest in relief.

33KHZ \RXYUH D UHDO OLIH VDYHU , ZDV UHDO
IURP EHIRUH XQGHU RXU H[SHQVHYV ~

She had an incredibly happy smile in contrast to her laudable attitude
IURP HDUOLHU , PHDQ , JXHYV\aguahndp¥thiat Qisiwesl Q F H
going to happen.

But at least keep your sly act up all the way until the end! Good grief, |
had absolutely no hopes or dreams.4

It was a pretty harsh schedule, but we somehow managed to settle on
something. Developments from here on would influence our costs, but at the
FXUUHQW VWDWH WKHUH ZHUHQYW DQ\ SUREOHF

However, we had yet to decide on what to do, the most crucial part.

S2NDDDD\ OHWYV EHJLQ WKH SODQQLQJ PHHWL



Isshiki announced her words in long-winded fashion. Only Yuigahama
gave applause. Although Isshiki initiated the meeting, she faced Yukinoshita
in the next instant wondering how to proceed.

$IWHU WDNLQJ KHU ORRN <XNLQRVKLWD SODFI
ZH VKRXOG WKLQN DERXW WKH FRQFHSW ILUVW ~

S:RXOGQIW Zdéhanwhentidréd@arlier be good? Introduction to
ORFDO IXQ VSRWY RU VWRUHYV ZLWK GHOLFLRXYV

32K \HV , WKLQN WKDWY{YV JRRG , WKLQN D SOI
UHVHDUFK DQG SXW WKRVH XQGHU H[SHQVHV LV

Isshiki appeared to be in full agreement with Yuigahama, but what she
was saying sounded like she had a completely different objective LQ PL QG «

+HDULQJ WKH WZR RI WKHLU RSLQLRQV <XNLQ
the time, that would be fine, but given our situation, filling eight pages with
just that would be more than we can handle. We need to think about other
NLQGV RI DUWLFOHYV ~

3,V WKHUH DQ\WKLQJ HOVH \RX ZDQW WR GR"" =«

Isshiki crossed her arms and tilted her head in contemplation. After
JURDQLQJ IRU D IHZ PLQXWHV VKH ZKLVSHUHG 3

$IWHU OLVWHQLQJ WR KHU DQVZHU <XNLQRVKI
Yuigahama wryly smiled. :HOO WKDW{V MXVW KRZ VKH LV«
<XNLQRVKLW D {bvaisstdrrnSrany theOcdncept up 2 was a very
by-the-ERRN PHWKRG <RX FRXOG HYHQ VD\ LWY{V W|
ZKHQ DFWXDOO\ SXEOLVKLQJ D IUHH QHZVSDSHU
publishing the newspaper aligned with her objective, so the concept was
just an after-thought for her.

:KDW ZH VKRXOG WKLQN DERXW QRZ ZDVQTW W
publishers, would use as a basis for the newspaper, but the concept of how
we could capture the attention of the readers.



3,1 ZHTUH XQVXUH RI KRZ WR VWDUW ZK\ GRQY
JRDO"’

3+ X K"’

, W ORRNHG OLNH P\ LGHD GLGQTW PDNHFhBrXFK \
head in a right angle and looked at me with narrowed eyes. +RZ LUULWDYV
, ZDV DFWXDOO\ WU\LQJ WR KHOS \RX NQRZ«

%XW WKRXJK ,VVKLNL GLGQYW JHW LW <XNLQR

$*RDO« ,Q RWKHU ZRUGV \RX PHDQ WKH UHDGH

S<HDK :H EDYVL F DoOr@kg€ &eohbgraghic and cater to what
WKH\fG OLNH WR UHDG °

S5HDGHUV« 6R WKLY SDSHUYfV MXVW JHWWLQJ ¢
Yuigahama asked, and Isshiki nodded.

:HOO ZHJUH XOWLPDWHO\ LQ WKH GDUN XQWL(
appropriate thing to do here was distribute pre-release copies or first
editions within the school.

We narrowed our vague target demographic even further.
S6R LWJOO EH DURXQG ODUFK E\ WKHQ ULJKW'
be graduating, so the main targets would be the current first and second

\HDUV ~

S'HSHQGLQJ RQ ZKHQ WKH SDSHU LV SXEOLVKH
WDUJHWLQJ XSFRPLQJ IUHVKPHQ DV ZHOO °

32K, JHW WKH IHHOLQJ WKHUHTG EH PRUH QH_:

STKDWITV WUXH QHZ VWXGHQWY DUH PRUH OLN
RI WKH RUGLQDU\ IRU WKHP ~

The three of them converged under the same opinion. Now, we
determined our main target readership.



After narrowing down our target readership, the remaining thing to do
was to plan and adjust our course of action accordingly.

Yukinoshita who had been taking notes stopped writing with her pen. As
she reviewed what she wrote down, she opened her mouth.

3,1 ZH DUH JRLQJ WR WDUJHW WKH XSFRPLQJ IU
can be about introducing the school and we can create a section for
LOQWURGXFLQJ ORFDO VSRWV« 7KDW VKRXOG JLY|

STKDWTV SUHWW\ FRPPRQ EXW LWV WKH FRQV
Issue. If we can tie it in as some kind of new student life guide book, we
VKRXOG EH DEOH WR PDNH VRPHWKLQJ GHFHQW °

32KK WKDW GRHV VRXQG GHFHQW«”™ <XLJDKDPL
Similarly, Isshiki clapped her hands as if finding everything so far
satisfactory and agreed.

37TKDW VRXQGVY JRRG WR PH 6R KMRZJMIKERIKO G Z|
VFKRRO"" ,VVKLNL JDYH <XNLQRVKLWD D ORRN Zl1
Yukinoshita gave back a dull stare, apparently telling her to think for
herself. 2ZKK KRZ VWULFW RI KHU«

LWK <XNLQRVKLWDYYVY FROG ORRN DW KHU ,VV
Yukinoshita glances, she timidly spoke.

3:H FRXO-GURBPRWH WKH FOXEV RU VRPHWKLQJ
Isshiki meekly huddled to herself and squeezed her bosom.

In contrast, Yukinoshita silently listened to her and questioned her with a
look as to whether that was what she really wanted.

And lastly, Yuigahama watched the two of them nervously.
Silence ruled over the room for the next few moments. In this congealed

atmosphere, Isshiki groaned. Just stop it, you guys! It hurts just watching
KHU VR MXVW WHOO KHU VKHfV ULJKW SOHDVH



7TKRXJK , ZDVQW VXUH LI P\ SOHD KDG JRWWHC(
HYHQWXDOO\ VPLOHG 3«, VXSSRVH WKDWTIV ILQH

Yukinoshita brushed her hair at her shoulders and nodded. Isshiki
sighed in relief at her side.

S:HYUH JRLQJ ZLWK WKDW WKHQ OPND\ VR ZH
&&OXEV FOXEV«’

Yuigahama gladly nodded as well and began writing down the names of
various clubs. Yukinoshita looked over at her notes.

3:H VKR XO G th Ho quiEetatbit with this amount. | believe it should
EH DERXW WZR SDJHV ZRUWK ~

3, WG EH QLFH LI ZH FRXOG JHW RQH PRUH SDJ

(LIJIKW SDJHV PLIJKWYYH QRW VRXQGHG YHU\ PX
ORW W GLGQTW VHHP W Kdadihg/ it whénHtQamBi® ZHUH
DFWXDOO\ ILOOLQJ WKH SDJHV LWV YHU\ WLPH
did for the local magazine last time was pretty painful.

3<RXYUH ULJKW «
large, special articl H ~

, VXSSRVH ZH VKRXOG VHOHFY\

36RXQGV OLNH WKH 7HQQLV &OXE
36RXQGV OLNH WKH 6RFFHU &OXE ~

,VVKLNL DQG , DQVZHUHG DW QHDUO\ WKH VDP
suggestion. We then glared at each other.

5,W FOHDUO\ KDV WR EH WKH 7THQQLYV &OXE (YF

| mean,evHU\RQHYV UHDG 3ULQFH RI 7THQQLV DQG
GDUQ SRSXODU QRZDGD\V ,VVKLNL KRZHYHU ZF



3, W REYLRXVO\ KDV WR EH WKH 6RFFHU &OXE Q
DERXW LW 7KDWY{V ZKDW HYHU\RQH ZDG@aM\DWR V
Isshiki argued her position in earnest.

M-OPP« , NLQG RI ORVW P\ JURXQG RQFH +D\DPL
XS«, WV FHUWDLQO\ WUXH WKDW IHDWXULQJ D St
IDYRUDEO\« /LNH 6DJDPL OLQDPL IRU HI[DPSOH VI
several of tKHP IRU KHUVHOI $QG WKHQ WKHUH ZDV 0
SKRWR RI KLP ZKHQ QR RQH ZDV ORRNLQJ :DLW
picture, everyone would definitely2DOULJKW WKDWIV RXW RI W
RQO\ RQH ZKR VKRXOG JHWiclhres We@ MR\ 7RWV XND T

| fought with my inner demon and groaned in frustration. Yuigahama
made a complicated face while watching me.

S0PP 3HRSOH PLJKW VD\ VWXII DERXW XV LI ZH
MXVW RQH FOXE«’

S$KK , IXHVV ZH PLIJKW JHW VRPH SHRSOH FRP

$V FRQVLGHUDWH DV DOZD\V <XLJDgaR Rt 7KDYV
WXUQVY RXW HYHQ LI RXU LQWHQWLRQV ZHUHQ YV
RWKHUV ZRXOG SHUFHLYH LW |, WY Gvdd thelemplatél U R
to a T to avoid any needless conflict.

Isshiki, however, had a different opinion. Her eyebrows scrunched
together like a frown and displayed her discontent.

3(KK FDQTW ZH MXVW LIJQRUH WKHP"

2KK VKH VXUH KDV D YRMRIXRR®J KMDEGRHKVQTW PD
VRPHRQH OLNH ,VVKLNL GRHV VRPHRQHYV JRLQJ
more accurate here.

<XNLQRVKLWD VLIJKHG DQG WXUQHG WR ,VVKLN
will be sanctioned by the Student Council. There are some things you need
WR FRQVLGHU ZLWK VRPHWKLQJ OLNH WKLV« $IW
RI WKH EDFNODVK LV \RX ~



+HU ZRUGYV ZHUH KDUVK EXW KHU WRQH ZDV N
well-being.

3«:HOO , JXHVV VR~

<XNLQRVKLWDTV ZRUGYV Wdedmad W kake)gotkeww RI1 ,VV
WKURXJK WR KHU DV VKH QRGGHG UHOXFWDQWO
Yukinoshita was acting like a proper upperclassman for her.

32K EXW KH\ ZK\ GRQTWXE"DMNIVDVBWFRUHVLC
club president meetings, so if we have him act as the representative for all
WKH FOXE SUHVLGHQWY HYHU\RQH VKRXOG EH Il
said with a positive voice, acting as the other good upperclassman to
Isshiki.

Isshiki perked up her face and made a sparkling smile. 37KDW VRXQG
JRRG ,100 LQWHUYLHZ KLP ~

3<HV OHWYV ILOO RQH SDJH ZLWK WKDW LQWH

Having figured out our plan, the next thing was to fill in the page with
details.

Yukinoshita wrote down a list of things to ask for such as club president
names, pictures, and comments to feature on the overview page of the
clubs. Isshiki looked at those notes and spoke.
S3$UH ZH QRW JRLQJ WR IHDWXUH WKH 6HUYLFH
Upon mentioning that, Yukinoshita and Yuigahama looked up and
exchanged glances. A short silence was born as though they were checking
with each other or unsure. | then broke that silence.
3:H GRQTW QHHG WR ZULWH DQ\WKLQJ DERXW V
S:K\TV WKDW"”’

38K ZHOO«’



Isshiki asked me curiously while tilting her head. Because she looked at

me directly, | chokeG RQ P\ ZRUGV , VSDW RXW ZRUGV W
in order to smooth it over.

3&RPH RQ LWV HPEDUUDVVLQJ WR ZULWH DER
<XLJDKDPD QRGGHG LQ UHDOL]DWLRQ 38JK Wtk

3%HVLGHY QR RQH HYHQ N QRBaAturdEiRIXtWe papel V F
LVQIW JRLQJ WR PDNH DQ\RQH KDSS\ ~ , FRQWLQ

<XNLQRVKLWD PRYHG KHU KDQG WR KHU FKLQ |
LWITV QRW OLNH ZHTUH ORRNLQJ IRU QHZ PHPEHL

S5LIKW" 30XV LWYTG EH HDVLHU IRU XV LI ZH S|
ZRUN ZKHUH ZH FDQ °

Though | was saying that, | was well aware of the actual reason why.

And it was simply because | had no idea what we should write about for
WKLV F O X Esure wHatMax8IVWur club activities or how to define them.

Isshiki opened her mouth as though trying to add another point of her
own, but she stopped that with a sigh.

3«:HOO LI WKDWYV WKH UHDVRQ , JXHVV WKHL

For now, it looks like she was convinced. Isshiki quickly took the notes.
While fluttering them, she turned to Yukinoshita and Yuigahama.

S6R LV LW RND\ LI ZH XVH WKLY PDWHULDO IRU
3<HV $OVR UHJIJDUGLQJ WKH VSRW LQWURGXFW
Isshiki took out her smartphone after listening to Yukinoshita.

32K DFWXDOO\ , DOUHDG\ ORRNHG WKHP XS
VWRUHYVY RQ P\ SKRQH ~



32KK , ZDQQD VHH ~

Isshiki fiddled with her cellphone while Yuigahama watched. Naturally,
as the one stuck in between those two, Yukinoshita was further pressed
WRJHWKHU ZKLOH ORRNLQJ DW ,VVKLNLTV SKRQH

, VVKLNL VOLG KHU ILQJHUV DFURVYVY WKH VFUHFE
HQJDJH LQ D JLUO\ FRQYHUVDWLRQ 37KDWTV VRI
DQG 3&DQ \RX PRYH EDFN WW? Yeé& &\bre With\W&ca X VW
VXQGULHYV ~

, OLVWHQHG WR WKH WKUHHTVY HQHUJHWLF H[F
was apart from them. | absentmindedly played with my phone in the
meantime.

And suddenly, their chatter stopped.

Having found that odd, | looked at the three of them. Isshiki had an
SRRSV”  IDFH $V IRU <XLJDKDPD DQG <XNLQRVKLYV
fixation.

3+ XK ZKDW«"’

32K XP DKDKD-LWEKRXXIJIKNH LWTG EH QLFH LI , V
WRR«’

When | asked, Yuigahama made a reluctant laugh. Next to her,
Yukinoshita was wearing an amiable smile.

3«,W VHHPV OLNH \RX HQMR\HG \RXUVHOI TXLW|
\RX"”’

,VQIW WKH URRP NLQG RI FROG" 6R FROG , ZR
DQ\ IDVWHU«"



Clack, a cup was placed on a saucer.
3,0 DQ\ FDVH LW ORRNY OLNH ZH ZRQYW QHHG
WKH VSRWYV °

3<HV , WKLQN VR °~ ,VVKLNL DQVZHUHG ZKLOH ¢
pictures Isshiki took during our outing the other day was apparently going to
EH XVHG IRU WKLYV IUHH QHZVSDSHU 7KDWY{V ZKL
| had no idea how Yukinoshita and Yuigahama took that, but | was released
from their cold stares.

3S2ND\ | AFKKO ZLOO EH LQ FKDUJH RI WKDWer VL
QRWHV 6R ZH KDG GHFLGHG RQ ZKDW WR GR 1R.
our responsibilities. Of course, we had to distribute each page as well, but
we divided every duty one by one.

<XNLQRVKLWD DUUDQJHG ZKDW ZDV ZUEYayeHQ
layout, schedule, and the design. Yuigahama-VDQ \RXYJOO EH LQ FI
FROOHFWLQJ GDWD RQ WKH FOXEV DQG KDQGOLQC

s5RJHU WKDW ~ <XLJDKDPD DQVZHUHG EDFN OL
7KHQ <XNLQRVKLWD JODQFHG-BXYWQRH 3$V IRU -
3¢ DPHUDPDQ JRW LW °

Cameraman, that is, to take pictures of every club. That basically means
, KDG D OHJDO ZD\ RI SURFXULQJ SKRWRV RI 7RW
HIFODLP 3/HDYH WKH FDP Hdax¢thBcatthROEXWR P H
<XNLQR Zéplywds fallous.

3<RX ZLOO KDQGOH WKH ZULWLQJ FRYHUDJH ¢
production, proofreading, public relations, accounting, and all routine
GXWLHV -

7DON DERXW D ORW« 7KHUH DUH HYHQ XmQaged FH
a vexed look and Yukinoshita glared at me.
S$UH \RX XQVDWLVILHG ZLWK VRPHWKLQJ"’



Not something, but everything. | thought. Then, Yuigahama patted
<XNLQRVKLWDYfV VKRXOGHUYV

322ND\ RND\ <XNLQRQ :HYUH DOUHDG\ GRQH 2
stores, SR «”

When Yuigahama tried to intervene, Yukinoshita had a slightly objecting
face. She then sighed and brushed aside her hair.

3« 7TKDWYV WUXH ,Q W KkibriWilHie W idhargé of thé brikithg
DQG URXWLQH WDVNYV ~

3«5RJHU °

| nodded in consent, makiQJ DQ LQWHUQDO 3, JRWMWsKD ~ V
Well, when it came to composing something, | was the right choice for

speed. | could imagine Yuigahama and Isshiki making a lot of typos while
<XNLQRVKLWDTTV ZULWLQJ ZRXOG EH SRLQWOHVV

Once we were assigned our roles, we were ready to start working until
, VVKLNL ZHDNO\ UDLVHG KHU KDQG =38PP ZKDW L

37TKDW JRHV ZLWKRXW VD\LEN &KBRNIDUH WKH (G
32KKK« VRXQGY NLQGD DPD]JLQJ ~
Yukinoshita stated instantly to which Yuigahama gave her blessing with
a round of applause. Well, Isshiki was the one who brought this job to us, so
LWV RQO\ QDWXUDO WKDW VKH ZDV JLYHQ WKH

Our dear soon-to-be Editor-in-& KLHI GLGQTW VHH R avidtilied D ZD L
her head.

3:KDW LV DOP-&KILWRMXSSRVHG WR GR"
$IWHU KHDULQJ WKDW <XNLQRVKLWD VLIJKHG L
you should get permission for us to feature information and pictures of the

VWRUHYVY LQ WKH SDSHU °

3<HV ,100 JR GR WKDW °



, VVKLNLYV UHVSRQVH ZDV OLYHO\ HYLGHQW W
&RQILUPLQJ WKDW <XNLQRVKLWD DGGHG IXUWKF
distribution channels. Have you already decided where to distribute the
SDSHUV"’

3, JXHVV SO bFké¢hvof@he Sthdent Council Room, faculty lounge,
DQG SODFHV ZKHUH HYHU\ERG\ SDVVHV E\"’

3:HOO WKHQ JR DKHDG DQG JHW SHUPLVVLRQ \
S3<HV ,100 JR D-WM@VYHUHDWVXND
3&DQ \RX PDNH FRSLHVY RI WKHVH RQ \RXU ZD\ E

Yukinoshita handed Isshiki the notes. Isshiki accepted the notes as
though pressing them against her chest and saluted.

3<HV , XQGHUVWDQG« :DLW DUHQTW WKHVH M
dropped. Ohh, she noticed.

3<RXU MRE LV WR VXSHUWur¥ situdtiQnGnagetiate with W K H
thrd-SDUWLHV GR WKH ILQDO FKHFEN DQG SURYLG
Yukinoshita explained.

'VVKLNL EUHDWKHG RXW LQ DGPLUDWLRQ VWREF
VHQVHL ~

S330HDVH GR ~

On her way out the room, just when she passed right by me, she
JUDEEHG P\ VOHHYH 3/HWfV JR VHQSDL -

S:KDW JR E\ \RXUVHOI«”
3¢ RPH RQ VHQSDL LI \RXYfUH WKHUH \RX FDQ

PHDQ , PLJKW WKLQN RI VRPHWKLQJ DPD]JLQJ \R
on you, senpai! ”



<RX GLGQYW KDYH WR BuRad Iddhiki\said,R xedarimty @dd
my reputation as a lightning rod. If having me present meant the talks would
go more smoothly, | should just go and get it over with.

S$OULIKW OHWTV JR °

| removed my sleeve from her grip and got up from my seat. And then,
Yuigahama noisily stood up from her seat as well.

32K ,100 JR WRR °

3-HH]« , VXSSRVH ,f00 KDYH WR JR DV ZHOO W
Yukinoshita sighed and quietly left her seat.

32ND\ /HWYV DOO JR WRIJHWKHU °

<XLJDKDPD WRRN <XNLQRVKLWD DQG ,VVKLNLY'
door. OPP GRLQJ WKDW PDNHV WKH FROG KDOOZD\
:HOO LI WKH WKUHH RI WKHP ZHUH WKHUH LW
anything but stand there. | followed the three of them from behind and we
left the clubroom.

We went inside the faculty lounge, and headed straight for Hiratsuka-
VHQVHLYYV GHVN
Amongst all the desks inside the room, we spotted her sitting at one that
was conspicuously messy. She was typing on the computer that was in front
RI KHU 2FFDVLRQDOO\ VKHYG FDUU\ VREtQRRG
food on the side to her mouth. :RZ VKHYfV HDWLQJ VRPHWKLQ
S+ LUDWWHKQN\DH L -~

3+P" 2KK +LNLJD\D :KDWTTV HYHU\RQH GRLQJ K

$:H ZDQWHG WR GLVFXVV VRPHWKLQJ ZLWK \RX



3+P" OPP« ™ +L UDBRsSAnseXsid@ a glance at her bowl and took a
moment to think.

S3O0OHDVH IHHO IUHH WR FRQWLQXH HDWLQJ =~ <X
3,V WKDW VR" 0O\ DSRORJLHV ~

Hiratsuka-sensei made an apologetic laugh and brought the bowl closer
to her hand. Then, she rotated her body halfway on the chair and took her
chopsticks.

S6R ZKDW LV LW WKDW \RX ZD ¢sdsavdantiaued F XV V"
after slurping her soba.

38P ZH ZHUH WKLQNLQJ RI PDNLQJ D IUHH QHZ'

3)UHH QHZV SD S Hdérnset tepeatéd vhe Wddds in
puzzlement, not expecting to hear that.

Isshiki went into the details about her plan of publishing a free
newspaper. Yukinoshita would interject where appropriate while presenting
the documents, pamphlets, and quotes that outlined everything.

$:H KDYH DOUHDG\ HVWLPDWHG WKW PR VMDW RE C
operate within budget. We still only have a rough idea of what the paper will
EH DERXW EXW WKLV LV ZKDW ZH KDYH JDWKHUF

SOPKPP 7~ +L UBanséiXodked at all the documents in interest while
periodically slurping her soba. Once we flipped through all the documents,
she lifted her face looking as though she grasped the general gist of the
plan.

3:HOO , GRQYW KDYH DQ\ SUREOHPV ZLWK ZKD\
GRQH ZLWK D PLPHRJUDSK DQG VWUDZ SDSHU"’

The instant she asked, Y XLJDKDPD WLOWHG KHU KHDG 3



3+ XK" OLPHRJUDSK"" ,VVKL MNensteDaYcbnfaded] Brww V X N D
rather, an impolite look. -HH] WKLV JLUO VXUH KDV EDG PD
If this was the usual Hiratsuka-VHQVHL VKHYG JLYH KHU D
educational crash FRXUVH EXW VKH GLGQYW VHHP WR E

32K VR \RX GRQTW NQRZ ZKDW WKH\ DUH«”

When she feebly mumbled, a tense and self-deprecating smile ran
across her face.

3, NQRZ DERXW WKHP EXW , KDYH QHYHU VHHP
3, JIXHVV VR«’

Yukinoshita stated meekly as though it was the final nail in the coffin and
Hiratsuka-sensei responded with a trembling voice. :HOO ZH FDQYfW C
about machines and raw material getting increasingly more advanced, after
DOO 7KHQ DJDLQ Lidu§that\skr3€s eten knewabaut a
PLPHRJUDSK« 'RQTW JHW PH ZURQJ LWV QRW O]
okay?

That female teacher of an unknown age 2 around thirty 2 slumped over
and hugged her bowl of food.

$:HOO JR DKHDG DQG GR DV \RX OLNH ~

With just that, she began slurping her slightly expanded soba in
VRUURZ«

Once we obtained Hiratsuka-VHQVHLYfYVY SHUPLVVLRQ ZH Z]
get down to business.

In fulfilling my responsibility that every individual was assigned, |
borrowed the laptop and began my composition on the keyboard.



Then, Yukinoshita walked over to my side and spoke to me.
S+LNLIJDXDQ FDQ , KDYH D PRPHQW RI \RXU WLPF
S0P~ , DQVZHUHG

Yukinoshita took a seat diagonally from me and expanded the draft table
for each page of the newspaper. This table was, simply put, an overview of
the layout and content for every page.

8VLQJ WKH WLS RI WKH SHQ VKH WDSSHGUDW F
SUREOHP LV KRZ ZH ZDQW WR KDQGOH WKH IURQ

3S:RXOGQYW LW EH HDVLHU WR MXVW VNLS WKH

S6KRXOG ZH WU\ IRU D VLPSOH GHVLJQ OLNH D
IUDPHZRUN ZLWK D ORJ"’

3$KK PD\EH ZH FDQ P DN Hif v$\doPsBrukhingLVLEOH
like Times or Forbes "~

3<HVY , EHOLHYH LI ZH PDNH LW FOHDU ZKDW Z}
RXW PRUH °

3/HVV HIIRUW IRU XV WRR ~

As we were engaged in discussion, | felt distant stares focused on us. |
took a look and Isshiki was wincing at us.

3-XVW ZKDW WKH KHFN DUH \RX WZR WDONLQJ I

32K , NQRZ ULJKW " 7KDWTfV ZKDW ,YfYH EHHQ \
Yuigahama said, pitching forward on the table. , ZRQGHU LI VKHTfV K
EHFDXVH VKH P D GFhobe twblidQ& in particular, were
apparently creating a template of questions for every club. We left those two
to their own devices since Yukinoshita and | needed to continue with our
chat.

Yukinoshita added a note in the table. She then stopped her hand and
squished the pen against her cheek.



36R ZH NQRZ ZKDW ZH ZDQW IRU WKH GHVLJQ \
ZH ZDQW LQ LW °

3: K\ GRQIW ZH MXVW XVH ,VVKLNLYV SKRWRV" .
DQG DOO ", SRLQWHG DW ,VVKLNL ZLWK P\ LQGH]

6KH VKRRN KHU K Ddp @&an RkeXjkalvure pictures? Swimsuits
DUH QR JRRG IRU PH VRUU\ -

3<RX VZHDU ,YG NQRZ WKDW« )RU RQH WKLQJ ¢
WKDW IURP \RX ~

KDW HOVH ZHUH \RX QWRell) Ra& sbynessWiers was part
of her innocent and pure act, so | guess | had an idea of what. However,
someone of my stature was built not to believe in words like purity, amateur
things, and magic mirrors.5

3«2K UHDOO\"’

$V WKRXJK VRPHWKLQJ UXEEHG KHU WKH ZURQ
cold, the glint in her narrowing eyes also looking sharp. Her mouth then
curved downwards and she placed her hand on her bosom while thinking.
Eventually, an unpleasant smile appeared on her as as though she thought
of something and suddenly spoke in a cheerful and sweet voice.

32K JHH , ZRQGHU ZKR \RXYfUH H[SHFWLQJ SLFV
like maybe from Yui-VHQSDL""

3:KWhoa!N-1R ZD\ , GHILQLWHO\ FDQTW GR WKDW

Isshiki pulled Yuigahama down and forced her body forward. The added
effect of her body leaning forward emphasized her chest and the flickering
glimpses of her skin from behind her flapping collars. In keeping my gaze
from instinctively latching onto that view, | forcibly turned itaway. , ZRQ W
ORVH +XPDQV ZRQTW ORVH WR WKLQJV OLNH GH

In managing to remove my gaze, | ended up locking eyes with
Yuigahama. Her cheeks reddened and she held her shoulders as though to
hide her body.



3K XP-¢WIV NMPE®DUDVVLQJ GRLQJ VWXII OLNF
ZDQW RWKHU SHRSOH WR VHH PH DQG VWXlIll«’

Yuigahama was red down to her neck as she stuttered. When she
finished, she gave me a feverish look. Quite frankly, if we featured her on
WKH FRYHU P VXXBN D RMHEHRSMOH ZRXOG UHMRL
UHDOO\ IHHO WKDW zZD\ , PHDQ ORRN WKH SHU\
see?

3:HOO XK \HDK« , GHILQLWHO\ ZRXOGQITW GR V
S55HDOO\«" 7TKDQN JRRGQHVV ~

The tension dissipated from YuigahDPDYV VKRXOGHUV 6LPLC
deep breath.

But once Yuigahama calmed down, the cause for this conversation
came to mind.

3$Q\zD\ JUDYXUH GRHVQIYW PHDQ MXVW VZLPV,
URWRJUDYXUH" 7TKDWYV FDOOHG JUDYXUH WRR

Right, Yukipedia-san? | looked at Yukinoshita, and she was fiddling with
her ribbon neck tie. When our eyes met, she had a look of surprise and
promptly averted her face. She retied her ribbon afterwards.

3««’

| could hear her make a shallow sigh. Could you, like, not go quiet at a
WLPH OLNH WKLV«"

3$Q\zZzD\ SKRWRV RI \RXU UHJXODU XQLIRUP LV
<XNLQRVKLWD ZKDW VKRXOG ZH GR DERXW WKH
changing the subject. She then gave me a momentary look as though
examiningme. :KLOH VKH GLGQYW UHVSRQG VKH ZDV I
continued.

S6KRXOG ZH SXW DGYHUWLVHPHQWY RQ WKH EL
beads, or speed reading techniques, or strength training equipment, or even
KHDOWK SURGXFWV"" , VDLG LPDJLQLQJ KRZ IXQ



Zaimokuza bathing in a tub full of bank notes. Eventually, Yukinoshita
opened her mouth.

3/RRNLQJ IRU SODFHVY WKDW{OO OHW XV SODFH
UHDOLVWLF ,W PD\ EH VRPHWKibhgpérigdiRalFRQVLGHL
SXEOLFDWLRQV EXW WKDW PD\ QRW EH IHDVLEO
PDWHULDO IRU LW HLWKHU VR ZH VKRXOG ILOO 1

Her gaze was still glued to the table draft as she spoke in disinterest. |
took a moment to think.

36R HLWKHU D PDJD]LQH FROXPQ RU D SRVWVFI
FDQ KDQGOH WKDW ~

3<HV SOHDVH GR "~ <XNLQRVKLWD DQVZHUHG E!
hand again but continued to look away from me. Unlike earlier, her pen
squeaked a lot louder. , ZRQGHU VNWIKOHINIVRQFHUQHG IURP
UHDOO\ GRHVQYW QHHG WR OHW LW ERWKHU KHU

, WV RND\ <RX VWLOO KDYH VRPH KRSH OHIW

Now then, my assignment was the writing for all things related and
photography that | had desired so much for. But in turn, that also meant
having to be present in the interviews for every club. With so little time on
our hands, our coverage team was split into pairs. Isshiki and | were one
pair while Yuigahama and Yukinoshita were the other. After averaging out
our communication and academic ability, well, | suppose this was the right
way to split up. Isshiki and | handled the male clubs while Yuigahama and
<XNLQRVKLWD KDQGOHG WKH IHPDOH FOXEV «
7KH ILUVW FOXE WR LQWHUYLHZ @w&&V« WKH 7HQ

Yuigahama had already made prior appointments, so Isshiki and |
arrived at the tennis courts with winds fiercely blowing through them.

3<RXU UHFHLYH LV WRR VORZ <RX FDQ GR D Ol



The cute voice that resounded throughout the courts belonged to the
captain of the Tennis Club, Totsuka. With his racket resting against his
shoulder and his other hand on his waist, he yelled out advice to his
underclassmen. It looks like he was already accustomed to being the
captain.

Upon arriving at the junctures of the tennis courts, Totsuka noticed us.
He jogged over to us while waving his hand.

3+DFKLPDQ +HOOR WRVIRX WRR ,VVKLNL
3+HOOR WKHUH WKDQN \RX IRU \RXU WLPH WRC
36 RUU\ IRU LQWHUUXSWLQJ \RXU SUDFWLFH ~

Following along with Isshik LYV UHVSHFWIXO ERZ , GLG D
with my hand as a form of greeting to Totsuka.

32K QR QRW DW DOO 8P \RXYUH WDNLQJ SLFW
ZKHQHYHU \RXYG OLNH =~ 7TRWVXND VKRRN KLV KH
hands and turned towards the entirety of the courts. He then rotated his
head our way and smiled. <HS ,9G VD\ ZHYUH SHUIHFWO\ U
S$OULIKW OHWYTV JHW VWDUWHG«’

Since Totsuka looked so cute spreading his hands out like that, | started
off first with a photo of that. | posed with the camera and pressed the
shutter. In doing so, Totsuka looked confused 2 | took another picture. He
cutely tilted his head to which | took another shot. | was just about to take
DOQRWKHU RQH RI 7TRWVXNDYV FXULRhVa@draRMb E X\
position, he opened his mouth in bewilderment.

38P« DUHQTW \RX JRLQJ WR WDNH SLFWXUHYV RI
3<HDK \RXYUH ULJKW <RXYJUH ULJKW EXW WKL
taking a considerably forceful and open tone. Totsuka faltered in the face of

my intensity.

S55HDOO\«" ,WTV NLQGD HPEDUUDVVLQJ« PPP«’



Totsuka placed his hand on his cheeks to hide his embarrassment from
taking photos and brooded over it. But after a glance towards the tennis
FRXUWV KH PXWWHUHGQHZXPH ZEHRINI KWWIKKMA VHI

STKDWTV ULJKW LWV SRVVLEOH WKH QHZ VWX
GHFLGH ZKDW WR GR ~

When Yuigahama went to make appointments with every club, we also
had her inform them of the objective of this free newspaper. For the clubs,
this was a perfect chance to promote themselves. When | responded to him,
Totsuka lifted his face as though to ready himself.

3,100 WU\ P\ EHVW«’

He then clenched his fists in front of his chest and looked motivated.

3<<HDK«" $OULJKW OHWTYTV GR RXU EHVW ~

WV ILQH WKDW , ZDV DEOH WR FRQYLQFH 7RW
to feel like | had deceived him into a photo shoot. 7KLV ITHHOLQJ RI JX
ZDLW 7KLV LVQTW JXLOW EXW«« LPEriRe)DAL W\ +
raring to go now!

S$OULIKW OHWYIV JR QXWV ZLWK WKH SLFWXUFE

S3<HDK ~

After hearing his spunky reply, | readied the camera.

3&DQ \RX WU\ WDNLQJ D VWDQFH ZLWK \RXU UD

366 XUH °

| took shots from a low angle of Totsuka swinging his racket as well as
spectacular shots of Totsuka in animated motion. | captured Totsuka hold

his ground with a step when he lost his balance in the viewfinder. Shutter
chance!



, WRRN VKRWVY RI 7TRWVXND LQ PRWLRQ WR P\ K
onto the next stage.

S1H[W FDQ \RX WU\ KXJJLQJ \RXU UDFENHW""

36 XUH« +PP"" 7TRWVXND EHQGHG KLV KHDG LQ S
KLV UDFNHW WR KLV FKHVW 7KDW(TfV ZKHUH , WR
VKRWY DQG HYHQ SDQRUDPLF VKRWVanoogtio@aH ZH Y
towel in there. 7KDW{fV JRRG WKDWYV UHDO JRRG /HW'
G R Q T Wca@ntdued taking photos in that enthusiastic fashion. Beside me,
Isshiki was looking rather dismayed.

S6HQSDL KDYHQTW \RX WDNHQ HQRXJK SKRWR\

S5HDOO\" :HOO , JXHVV VR °
3<HV ~ ,VVKLNL QRGGHG ,QGHHG ,VVKLNL KDG

37TUXH , JXHVV ZH KDYH HQRXJK RI WKH UDFNH
LW WKLV WLPH -

3+ XK"" ,VVKLNL ZHQW VWLII

Ignoring her, I looked into the viewfinder and thought about what to take
photos of next.

STRWVXND FDQ \RX GR WKLV IRU D ELW"’
3«6 XUH °

TRWVXNDYVY UHVSRQVH ZDV VRPHZKDW GLVSLUL
HIKDXVWHG |, NQRZ ZKDW WKLV LV +HYV UHDFWL
all his energy from posing too much. In other words, he was that much cute!

Heeding my instructions, Totsuka set his racket down at his feet and sat
down hugging his knees. | took shots of him at a front angle and a diagonal
angle. I had him take even more varied poses going through a pattern of
consent with his gaze. As for his gaze, he was stuck between a smile and a
look of boredom.



3++DFKLPDQ« $UH \RX VWLOO WDNLQJ PRUH"" 7]
and a broken voice.

322K ULJKW«’

, JXHVV 7TRWVXNDYV NLQG RI WLUHG ULJKW QR?Z
thought, and it hit me.

S/HWTV WDNH D TXLFN EUHDN WKHQ °

36R \RXYfUH VWLOO JRLQJ WR FRQWLQXH«" 7RW)

<HS VR , ZDVQYW PLVWDNHQ LQ FKRRVUQJd WR
prepare for the second half of the photo shoot, | fiddled with the camera and
checked the pictures taken thus far. | then realized something important.

S, VVKLNL ~

| called Isshiki, who had long given up on dealing with me and watched
us from afar. She walked over with an annoyed look.

S<HV"

'R \RX KDYH VSDUH PHPRU\ FDUGV" 7KLV RQHT
3-XVW KRZ PDQ\ SLFWXUHV GLG \RX WDNH«"’

3, DFWXDOO\ DOUHDG\ JRW ULG RI WKH H[WUD I

Isshiki let out a deep sigh and grabbed my sleeve. She then pulled on it
and began walking.






3':H KDYH HQRXJK DOUMBQSDARWAKONIN \RX YHU\
Isshiki said.

3$K VXUH 7KDQN \RX WRR OLNH UHDOO\ =~ 7RW
answered back, having been depressed while hugging his knees and sitting
on the floor.

By all means possible, | wanted to capture that smile of his in a photo,
EXW ZLWK ,VVKLNL UHHOLQJ PH LQ E\ P\ VOHHYH
consecutive or spectacular shots. At the very least, | turned his smile into a
photographic memory to be stored in the aloum of my heart.

Isshiki dragged me along by my sleeve and before long, we were at the
Soccer Club.

The fields the Soccer Club practiced on was right beside the tennis
FRXUWYV VR LW ZDVQIYW YHU\ IDU , PLIJKW DV ZH
much interest in the Soccer Club, either.

| figured we could just be on our way after two or three shots of them,
EXW ,VVKLNL ZRXOGQYfW DOORZ WKDW

32KK SOHDVH IRFXV D épahoverthereDOD, Adht there,
ULIJIKW WKHUH ~

Isshiki tapped my shoulders and designated specific moments for a shot.
After taking the pictures, we checked over each picture one by one.

330HDVH OHW PH VHH« 2K VRP tefphi WHeéhl$b KDY
,IP JRQQD GHOHWH WKHP RND\"" VKH VDLG DQG
pushed the camera back to me.

2K FRPH RQ ZKDWYfV WKH ELJ GHDO" WV MXV
careif KHfV WKHUH RU QRW \RX NQRZ"



7KLV FRQWLQXHG RQ IRU D OLWWOH ORQJHU V
progress.

$+H\ WKLV LV HQRXJK ULJKW" 7TKHUHTV QR PR

3$QG ZKRVH IDXOW GR \RX WKLQN WKDW LV"" |V
glared at me with a sidelong glance.

Not much | could say against that. Ultimately, | was forced into taking
pictures of the soccer mini-game until it ended.

Once it finally finished, Hayama walked over to us.
S+D\DPDHQSDDDDL © ,VVKLNL \HOOHG RXW ZKLOI

Hayama lifte G KLV KDQG EDFN 36R , KHDUG IURP <X
IJUHH QHZVSDSHU RI WKH VRUW" <RXTUH GRLQJ ZI
DOZD\V KXK"’

Hayama made an invigorating smile while being subtly astonished.

3, DOUHDG\ WROG \RX WKDWY{V MXVW KRZ RXU F
that from someone going out of his way to stop practice early just for an
LOQWHUYLHZ 6RUU\N IRU ERWKHULQJ \RX ~

STKDWTTV D IXQQ\ ZD\ WR VKRZ \RXU JUDWLWXG
and smiled. Then, he looked towards the courtyarG 3, WYV FROG KHU
+RZ DERXW ZH GR WKH LQWHUYLHZ RYHU WKHUH"

32K VXUH ~

Since the pilotis area of the courtyard was surrounded by the school
EXLOGLQJ WKH ZLQGV GLGQTW SDVV WKURXJK
way towards a good spot. The spot she went to had a vending machine with
a simple bench on the side. Isshiki took a seat and patted the seat next to
her, motioning for us to come over. +RZ V O\«



| let Hayama go first while | went to buy a can of black coffee and black
tea from the vending machine. As | juggled the hot cans hand to hand, | sat
across Hayama.

3-XVW VD\ UDQGRP VWXIlI <RXJYUH SUHWW\ JRR(

| tossed him the canned coffee as | spoke. When Hayama accepted it,
he looked at it in surprise. He then briefly sighed and made a strained laugh.
' LWK D PRFNLQJ WRQH KH VDLG 3%$UH \RX EHLQJ

3-XVW SUDLVLQJ \RX , GRQTYW UHDOO\ FDUH E>

3«:HOO ,Y00 WU\ WR PHHW \RXU H[SHFWDWLRQ
Hayama said, and smiled. He raised his hand at me and faced Isshiki.

S2NDDDD\ OHWYV EHJLQ WKH LQWHUYLHZ -

Isshiki started the voice recorder on her smartphone and set it aside her
tea. | took two steps away from them and readied the camera. The Hayama
beyond the viewfinder was, as | thought, the Hayama Hayato that everyone
knew. However, the joking and wryly smiling Hayama from just a moment
ago felt slightly different.

We wrapped up our interview and photo shoot with Hayama. Afterwards,
we visited all the other clubs, subsequently finishing them up as well. We
even managed to get a shot of Hayama opening his hands upwards, so
TXDOLW\N ZDVQTW D FRQFHUQ

Yuigahama and Yukinoshita VKRXOGYfYH EHHQ DERXW GRQ
with female clubs, too. The remaining job was to take photos of Isshiki Iroha
for the front cover of the newspaper.

As per the request of the model Isshiki, we relocated to the library for the
photo shoot.



We went through the front entrance from the courtyard, changed into our
indoor loafers, passed by the faculty lounge, and entered the library.

In the later hours of after school, the library was rarely used by students.
A peaceful atmosphere permeated the room.

S6RZK\ WKH OLEUDU\«"’

Isshiki surveyed the library and walked around to find a suitable place for
SKRWRV :KHQ , DVNHG KHU IURP EHKLQG VKH W.
OLNH YHU\ LQWHOOHFWXDO""

S:KDW DQ XQLQWHOOHFWXDO WKLQJ WR VD\«’

S7TKDWYV I1LLQMHD mMAOWWHU FRQFHUQLQJ P\ LPDJH
away and began walking, making several stops. And finally settling on a
spot, she took a seat at a table with her back against the bookshelves.
Then, she took out her compact mirror and started fixing up her
appearance.

The tall bookshelves loomed over Isshiki as a protector of the sort, and
thedark-FRORUHG ERRN VSLQHYVY FRQWUDVWHG ZLWK
were bright in the library in the evening, a form of consideration to make it
easierfoU UHDGHUV DQG WKH\ VHUYHG WR VKRZ ,VV
a slight color of warmth.

, GLGQIW NQRZ YHU\ PXFK DV DQ DPDWHXU EX
FRXOG PDNH IRU D SUHWW\ SLFWXUH 7KDW(TfV ZK
Iroha; she was fully aware of how to exhibit her charm.

3$OULIJKW ,Y00 WDNH VRPH VKRWY ~ |, FDOOHG
resting her cheeks in her hands and her elbows on the desk.

Her moist eyes and her long eyelashes in her inviting upwards
expression was impressive and despite the innocence in her somewhat
elated smile, her cherry lips glazed softly.



Even though | had the lens directed at her, | had forgotten to press the
VKXWWHU ,WfV RQO\ DIWHU , KHDUG D FRXJK WK

| pressed the shutter several times and lowered the camera. As |
checked over the photos | had just taken, | spoke to Isshiki in a way to cover
up my earlier moment of absentmindedness.

3<RX VHHP SUHWW\ XVHG WR WDNLQJ SLFWXUH'

Isshiki was about to change her pose and looked into her mirror while
WKLQNLQJ $IWHU IDFLQJ WKH PLUURU VKH WLO\
to take pictures all the time?

S31RW DOO WKH WLPH ~

| felt it was only during extraordinary events like field trips or events that |
would take pictures that could be left as commemorations and as memories.
$W OHDVW WKDWYV KRZ LW KDG EHHQ IRU P\ HQ\

But Isshiki was saying something entirely else. She closed the compact
mirror and glanced at me. Even thoughthecDPHUD ZDVQIW IRFXVI
her smile was soft.

SOHPRULHVY DUH LPSRUWDQW GRQfW \RX WKLQ!
That was something normal to Isshiki Iroha.

She was saying that even the typical scenery that never saw any change
DQG GLGQITW GLVWLQJXLVK EHuwextrtabr@natykvias\a ZDV (
memory to be cherished.

3«, VXSSRVH ~ , DQVZHUHG EULHIO\ DQG , SRVL
again. 1RZ WKHQ OHWY{V WKLQN :LOO WKHVH SKRW
RUGLQDU\ RU WKH PHPRULHV RthoddhDag/lpressepwW U D R
the shutter.



Having amassed most of the material for the paper, we began working.
A few days had passed since then. The club introductions and the spot
guide proceeded forward smoothly and the interview article was mostly
finished. The design was making favorable progress and we filled in each
page one by one starting from the first.

As for all the articles, just a few caption and header adjustments and
they were more or less done. Featured comments from the club presidents
had their wording revised and that, too, was almost finished.

3URJUHVY ZDV JRRG W VKRXOGTYH EHHQ JRRC(

We also made sure to flavor the articles featuring the clubs,
recommended spots, and interviews with Isshiki lingo. We received
confirmation from every club for their photos as well. We even humored
, VVKLNLTV VXGGHQ GHVLUH WR IL[ WKH IURQW FF

Yet. Yet, despite all of this, my writing had yet to end.
3+RZ GLG WKLY HYHQ KDSSHQ«"”’

Was it because | was taking this seriously? Indeed, | was working
seriously; not only did | do the writing for the normal articles, | helped
Yukinoshita, and | went to the Game Club for their comments in place of
Yuigahama.

For someone like me, | worked pretty hard, spending the the past few
GD\V XS XQWLO WRGD\ EHLQJ YHU\ EXV\ OD\EH W
EXV\ \RX{YG HQG XS IRUJHWWLQJ DERXW \RXU RW

, KDG DQ HQWLUH FROXPQ WR ZULW bidayeg BntlW KH
WKH GHDGOLQH °

As | held my head in my hands, Isshiki stood next to me. She then
poured me some tea from a bottle.



3+HUH \RX JR GULQN WKLV 30OHDVH GR \RXU E!I
the bottle inside the mini-fridge that was under the table. Afterwards, she
took a seat at another desk that was diagonally opposite from mine.

The tea, the desks, the seats, and lastly, the room were all different from
the usual.

Presently, | was confined to the Student Council Room, forced to write
the rest of the magazine column all the while being under surveillance.
%YHFDXVH RXU FOXEURRPTYVY KHDWHU ZDV VWLOO |
arranged by Isshiki was offered as the alternative for my confinement.

| glanced at the window and it was already sundown. 1RUPDOO\ ,1G
P\ FHOOSKRQH LQVWHDG RI D ZDWFK WR FKHFN W
means because my phone had been confiscated. | surveyed the room and
stumbled upon a table clock, its hands pointing at cruel numbers.

| was brought to this room immediately after school and had yet to take a
IRRW RXWVLGH VLQFH WKHQ 7KDWYV EHFDXVH W

2RRRRRRRRRRRRK FUDS« , KDYHQfW ZULWWHAQ
LPDJLQH PH ILQLVKLQJ RQ WLPH DW DOO«

| mashed the keyboard in an attempt to get something down only to
HUDVH LW DOO EHFDXVH LW ZDVQYW WR P\ OLNLC
doing justthat. & UDS FUDDDDDDDDDDDDS $W WKLV UD
make it in time, ahhhhhhhhhhhh!

As | flailed around at my desk, Isshiki looked at me while backing away.
+HU H[SUHVVLRQ ORRNHG OLNH VKH ZDQWHG WR
head. Then, something caught her attention and she began sifting through
KHU EOD]JHUYfV SRFENHW

S6HQSDL SKRQH ~ VKH VDLG DQG WRRN RXW P!
trying to hand it over to me.

However, a call right before an upcoming deadline was never anything
JRRG ,Q WKH ILUVW SODFH LI \RXYUH JRLQJ WR
ZRXOGQYW EH DQ\ QHHG IRU DQLPH UHFDSV 3RV
because the authoU VDLG VR GLGQYIYW H[LVW HLWKHU



7TKDWYV ZK\ DW WLPHVY OLNH WKHVH LWY{V EHV
ignore the call.

3« )URP ZKR" 7KH HGLWRU"" | DVNHG

, VVKLNL VLJKHG LQ GLVEHOLHI 3,1 DQ HGLWRU"
VLWXDWLRQ PXVW EH EDG« 8PP« 2K LW VD\V uoOR
PRP"’

3«7TKH HGLWRUYV« PRP«" $UH WKH\ NHHSLQJ ZD
JXLVH RI IDPLO\"’

31R ZK\ ZRXOG \RX HYHQ WKLQN RI WKDW" W)
35LIKW -XVW OHDYH LW ,9Y00 FDOO KHU EDFN
32K \IRX VD\ VR °

Isshiki answered back briefly and placed the cellphone back in her
pocket. She then flipped and checked over a good stack of papers, perhaps
for the fiscal year-end, occasionally stamping them.

Having her working on the side only made me feel like | should actually
JHW P\ ZRUN GRQH« 5HOXFWDQWO\ , EHIJDQ WDP

And so, another period of time passed by.

It was already dark outside the window, nearing the time for when
students should head home. | stopped hearing the sound of stamping, not
noticing that Isshiki had already finished her work. | glanced over at her and
she was staring at her smartphone.

&DQ , VWRS KHUH IRU WRGD\ WRRAnU I'C&HUStH TV \
wuU\ KDUGHU WRPRUURZ ,Y00 EH GRQH E\ WKHQ «
The instant the thought ran across my mind, my concentration vanished
in a puff of smoke.



3, 9P GRQH , MXVW FDQYW ZULWH DQ\PRUH WRG
ZULWWHQ ZKHQ ,TP S.Dguéss Mé anly tBingN ehrvikriow is go
KRPH DQG JHW VRPH VOHHS ~ , GHFODUHG ORXGH

Isshiki lifted her face from her smartphone and looked at me. After
VLIKLQJ LQ GLVEHOLHI VKH PDGH D NLQG H[SUH"
might be a good idea. ”

3, NQRZ , NQRZ ,WTV RND\ LI ZH PLVV WKH GHI

,V WKLV ZKDW \RXYG FDOO ZULWHUTTV KLJK" %X
before the deadline, exhausted from continuous labor, and the mysterious
feeling of exaltation from trying to escape reality, | found myself letting out a
nefarious chuckle.

, VVKLNL WKHQ PDGH D VWLII ORRN 3«+XK" <RX!
3:-:HOO ,TP QRW VXUH«”’

But really, this column only had to be about a couple thousand of words
at best, so if | just did my best today and tomorrow, | had the feeling I could
ILQLVK %XW LW ZDVQITW WKDW VLPSOH VLQFH , T
hundreds of words in a few hours.

| was hesitant to say that out loud. The reason being, Isshiki was holding
her head before | could even explain it to her.

32K QR« 7TKDWTV QRW JRRG« 8PP LVQITW WKDW

Isshiki groaned and fell forward on her desk. She slowly turned her head
towards me and her eyes were slightly cloudy. Right after, she murmured in
D VPDOO Y®&dxpdarses!7TKe discount! The extra charges! Over the
EXGIJHW 7KH DFFRXQW H[SHQGLWXUHY ~ DQG VKF

Her reaction told me everything. Isshiki expected us to finish in time for
the discount plan and accounted for that in the budget. And she had likely
already noted it in her financial report.



Of course, it should still be possible to make revisions to the report.

But this was the consequence of the pride of Somethingaya
6RPHWKLQJPDQ GHVSLWH KLV JUDQGVWDQGLQJ
inafewdays,he kHSW SXWWLQJ KLV ZRUN RIlI ZKLOH JR
ZRUULHYVY |, FDQ GR LW VXSHU IDVW =~ WYV QRW JI

3«;, JXHVV LWYTV EDBOO\MOMK Db OLWWOH KDUGHU

355HDOO\" SOHDVH GR«”

Isshiki looked up at me with moist eyes. HereyesdiGQ W ORRN VO\
least which was exactly why the normally childish Isshiki appeared more
honest. +DYLQJ VHHQ KHU OLNH WKDW , KDG WR JH\
7TKHUHYVY D GHDGOLQH WKDW PXVW DEVROXWHDC

7R WHOO \RX WKH WUXWK , FDQTW GR LW DQ\P
VXGGHQO\ %XW , MXVW FDQTW

In just a few hours, the incredibly normal chime will sound.

7TKDWYV WKH VLJQ RI WKH GHDGOLQH

Be careful of the small-chested editor who will come before long.

When that comes, the end will come in just a few moments later.6

These thoughts ran through my hollow head.

Bogged down by the deadline that must absolutely not be missed 2 | was
already longing for the time after school of the following day 2 | was
borrowing the Student Council Room today like the other days, doing
isolated work in a different room.

Although I tried to do what | could yesterday after garnering my
motivation, my body eventually reached its limit like Chiyonofuji
Mitsugu7 and | went home. While | did make some semblance of progress



after getting home and doing some writing on my smartphone during class,
the end was still nowhere in sight.
And now, from the window of the empty Student Council Room, | was
staring up at the declining sun. Of course, therefV QR SURJUHVYV ZLYV
manuscript.

&UDS FUDDPYVYQIW HYHQ W\SLQJ RQ WKH NH\ERLEL
my seat. Then, there were knocks on the door of the room.
3+H\ +LNNL KRZfV LW JRLQJ"

Entering the room with a greeting was Yuigahama. It looks like she was
here to check on my progress.

3«5, JIXHVV WKHUHTVY D OLWWOH EHORZ VHYHQW
$:KRD WKDW(TV DPD]LQJ -
321 ZKDWYV OHIW« ~

The instant | whispered that, Yuigahama let out a tragic whine. |, too,
ZDQWHG WR ZKLQH IURP P\ RZQ SUHGLFDPHQW«

As | hung my head in dejection, Yuigahama walked up to my desk and
WDSSHG P\ VKRXOGHU 3<RX FDQ GR LW "'RQTW ZI
JRQQOD GR P\ ZRUN KHUH ZLWK \RX WRR ~

6D\LQJ WKDW LQ D VLWXDWLRQ OLNH WKLXrRQC
PH «

,1G QRUPDOO\ UHIXVH GRLQJ DQ\ ZRUN ZKLOH
was the situation. Keeping me on my toes was the only way to keep me
from shirking my duties. Well, if thiswas a part- WLPH MRE , GHILQL\
ignored my responsibilities. But with Isshiki yesterday and Yuigahama today
watching me, | had to get my work finished. Boys, you see, were rather
REVWLQDWH FUHDWXUHV «

| got motivated again and faced my manuscript. | moved the cursor to
where | had left off to continue my last progress. After squeezing out several
lines of words, | was assaulted by despair yet again. Every time the white



chunk of space was burned into my eyes, reality would look straight at me
DQG WHOO PH , ZDVQTW RXWSXWWLQJ HQRXJK IR

In one day, | only managed to get a little less than twenty percent done.
There was about eighty percent left and doing all of that in the next few
hours was physically impossible. If | somehow managed to make it in time,
the law of the universe would be broken!8

8 J K «As | was overwhelmed by reality, there was another sound
different from my key presses on the side. | looked over to Yuigahama and
she was using a calculator with her ball pen.

3«:KDW DUH \RX GRLQJ" , DVNHG

<XLJDKDPD SODFHG WKH SHQ EHKLQG KHU HDU
XPP 1 Rukihg how much money was used so far. It seemed kinda off
ZKHQ , JODQFHG RYHU WKH UHSRUWYV °

S,VVKLNLYV NLQG RI VORSS\ ZLWK WKH PDWK D

3$KK WKDWITV WUXH« :HOO WKDWTTV ZKHUH <XI
Yuigahama said, wryly smiling. She appearHG DOPRVW OLNH DQ R
sure she was taking proper care of Isshiki as an underclassman.

The only problem was how that cute underclassman would always bring
nothing but bothersome things to us. Actually, her circumstances behind her
firstvist WR WKH FOXEURRP ZHUH SUHWW\ RXWUDJHF

However, this might just be the reality of things when getting work.

One person would make a big lie. Then, that lie would turn into
something tangible, causing work to come in. In society, a big liar like that
was also known as a producer. So in that sense, Isshiki might have the
qualities of a producer. For this request in particular, Yukinoshita would be
something like a director while Yuigahama would be an AD. As for me this
time or rather, as always, | was the low class, subcontracting corporate
slave.

| faced the computer again to do my work like a grunt. But | went through
DORWKHU F\FOH RI ZULWLQJ DQG GHOHWLQJ OLQ



At some point, it started to feel like | was spending more time looking
outside the window at the setting sun or even staring at the desk clock than
| was looking at the screen of the computer.

The passage of time alone was enough to drive your mind into a corner.
| unconsciously let out a deep sigh, also feeling the effects of exhaustion
from sitting and facing the computer for so long.

3<RX RND\ +LNNL"’

Yuigahama rose from her seat, having heard my loud sigh, and took a
few steps towards me, standing at my side. She then looked down into my
face with concern.

She was so close that the stretch of my hand would allow me touch her
IDFH :H FRXOG HYHQ KHDU HDFK RWKHUYV EUHD!'
embarrassment from our eyes meeting caused me to pretend to crack my
neck and turn away.

37KH VFKHGXOH LVQRG ORRWKQY WRR/HR™ , JUXI
attempting to gloss over that moment. Then, both my shoulders suddenly
got heavier.

3,1 ZH GRQTW PDNH LW LQ WLPH WKHQ ZH GRQY
When | turned my head around, Yuigahama was resting her small hands
on my shoulders. Her slender fingers curled into a fist, gripping at the

shoulder blades of my blazer.

3,900 DSRORJL]H WRJHWKHU ZthakwilRnte@d, , P
WRR WV D SUHWW\ XQUHDVRQDEOH UHTXHVW |

S7TUXH LW ZDV XQUHDVRQDEOH -~

As| VSRNH , ZULJJOHG P\ ERG\ WR HVFDSH IURP
let go. Eventually, she began hitting my shoulders lightly in short intervals.



S, WTV QRW OLNH LWYTV \RXU IDXOW +LNNL (YH(
WR EODPH \RX $QG WKLV LVQTW UHDOO\ VRPHWK

+HU ZRUGYV ZHUH D OLWWOH XQH[SHFWHG ,WT\
expressed clear refusal of any of the requests the Service Club had
accepted thus far.

With a feeling of bewilderment, | found myself turning around to see
Yuigahama wearing a frail smile.

3«, GRQTW UHDOO\ OLNH VHHLQJ \RX LQ SDLQ
36D\LQJ WKDW LV XQIDLU °

Despite my outburst, | could tell how soft my tone was. Perhaps it was
my exhaustion. Being told something like that with such a gentle voice along
with the shoulder massage only caused my shoulders to relax.

Simultaneously, | tensed my shoulders again.

For a wonderful girl to give me those kinds of words, this was nowhere
nearthetimetogiYH XS DQG UXQ DzZD\ ,WTV ZKHQ \RX Z
DQG VZHHW ZRUGV WKDW \RX PXVWQTW UHO\ RQ
7TKDWYV ZK\ LW RQO\N JDYH PH OHVV RI D FKRLFH
idiotic the circumstances are or how difficult the problem is.

3<RX WKLQN VR«"" <XLJDKDPD VWRSSHG KHU KL
shoulders, eventually lifting them up slowly.

32K XK LW zZDV PRUH OLNH D ILJXUH RI VSHHFI

| chose the wrong words when | called the person who was worried for
me unfair. | rotated my chair and turned my body towards Yuigahama. | sat
there while digging around for the proper words to tell her. Yuigahama,
KRZHYHU GLGQYfW JLYH PH WKH WLPH DQG QRGG

3«<HDK , WKLQN , DP XQIDLU ~ <XLJDKDPD VDL(
though she was convinced of something.



, GLGQIW TXLWH FDWFK WKH PHDQLQJ EHKLQG
the right nuance across to her and opened my mouth.

3, GLGQTW PHDQ LW OLNH WKDW EXW XK LQ D

Yuigahama, however, shook her head and interjected. 3, WKLQN« , U]l
DP XQIDLU« WYV EHFDXVH , FDQ QHYHU VWRS \R.
IRU D EXQFK RI RWKHU WKLQJV ~

<XLJDKDPDYV ZRUGV ZHUH LQ D MXPEOH SHUK
WR WKLQN ZKLOH VKH WDONHG % XWdswWefefro@ X H W
WKH ERWWRP RI KHU KHDUW ,Q WKH VDPH ZD\ VK
HPEDUUDVVPHQW RU PXPEOH KHU ZRUGY DQG OR
to play it off somehow.

But even so, she looked straight at me, as though wanting to tell me
everything.

STRBWYIV ZK\« 7TKDWYV ZK\ ZKHQ VRPHWKLQJ OL?
PDNH VXUH WR GR LW ~

Her sincere expression and her slowly weaved words were imbued with
a sense of reality but also an empty ambiguity. Eventually, everyone would
make suretodoit. They KDG WR HYHQ LI WKH\ GLGQYW NC
QHHGHG WR GR RU LI WKH\ FRXOG GR LW TP VXl
thinks about, even if vaguely.

, ZDV RI FRXUVH QR H[FHSWLRQ 7KDWTV ZK\
to do the things that were right before my very eyes. | rotated my seat and
faced the computer again.

S, WV QRW D ELJ GHDO ,9P DOZD\V WKH RQH VI
fault for stopping me. If anything, the ones who make inconsiderate
SURPLVHVY DUH DW IDXOW« 7TKDWTfV ZK\ XK« ,100

3«2K« 2ND\ OHWITV GR RXU EHVW WKHQ ~ <XLJIL
and she gave my back a strong push.



1R QR , ZDQQD JR KRPH , GRQYW NQRZ DQ\PR
GUDIW DQG SURRIUHDGLQJ LW ,P WLUHG RI ORF
LQ WKLV URRP TP QRW ZRUNLQJ RU GRLQJ WKH
| shouted in a fit and fell forward onto my desk. Right now, | was the only
one in the Student Council Room. | screamed as much as | wanted.

| handed Yuigahama a data printout in the middle of my work and she
went to give it to Yukinoshita. When she left, | was sapped of my
concentration.

Well look, | somehow managed to get eighty percent of the column
done. | received some motivation from Yuigahama, so | think | had done
VRPH SUHWW\ JRRG ZRUN HVSHFLDOO\ FRQVLGH!

But for the remaining twenty percent, not a single, worthwhile sentence
came to mind, and | was stuck looking up at the ceiling while resting against
the back of my chair. $ KK FDQYfW WKH ,OO0XPLQDWL MXVW
to be free from this job forever already, please.

|, for one, think concentration was a spontaneous thing and not a
continuous thing. Instead of doing all-nighters for a couple days where you
ZRXOGQYW PDNH PXFK SURJUHVY LWV LPSRUWD
UHJXODU IDVKLRQ 7KRXJK DOO RI WKDW GLGQT\
WKHUHYVY D GHDGOLQH ULJKW DURXQG WKH FRUQ
seriously.

| continued to stare up at the ceiling like a dead battery and there were
knocks on the door. With no spare energy to answer, | turned only my eyes
towards the door and the person came in the room regardless of a
response.

3'RQH""



The one who came in and asked with a bag over her shoulder was
Yukinoshita.

S«,l , ZDV , ZRXOGYYH OHW \RX NQRZ ~

3S7TKDWYV FHUWDLQO\ WUXH ~ <XNLQRVKLWD VDL
up next to me and took out a printout marked in red from her bag.

37KLV LV IURP HDUOLHU 7KHUH DUH XQILQLVKE
S55LJKW °
| took the printout from her and did a quick scan. Along with unfinished
sentences, | came across several errors. | updated the manuscript with the
fixes and | could still feel a presence next to me.
3«'R \RX QHHG VRPHWKLQJ"’
3K QR« 7TKHUH LVQITW DQVWKLQJ LQ SDUWLFXC
Yukinoshita sounded flustered when she spoke and quietly crossed her
hands behind her. She then took a step back and pulled out the seat that
was beside me. After taking a moment to dig through her bag, she
eventually took out a clear file and began working on something.
It looks like Yukinoshita came here to work as well as watch over me.
The fact that she was here meant that we were in the final stretches before
the deadline.
Pressure or not, | already knew the horrors of the deadline.
Once | finished making the revisions on the manuscript from the printout
| accepted earlier, | scrolled the screen down to finish the remaining twenty
percent.

Only several hundred more words to go.

If I could write that much, | could fill up all the space on the page.



| could, but if | produced something incredibly poor, the one who would
be the subject of backlash would be the Editor-in-Chief, Isshiki.
Thoughtlessly accepting the task only to turn a blind eye to Isshiki getting
WKH EUXQW R ¥oKétignyV caudq T W

To avoid that, it ultimately meant producing something of quality. Rather,
if | submitted something poor, first and foremost, the editor Yukinoshita as
well as the Editor-in-Chief Isshiki would tell me to do a retake on the
manuscript. | might as well do it seriously from the beginning if it meant
having to revise everything.

| mustered what remained of my willpower and continued pounding away
at the keyboard. The digital display at the bottom of the screen would tick
by, minute by minute, and the empty space would fill in, line by line.

Before long, my hands halted in place, not moving an inch.
Unconsciously, | let out a disheartened voice.

3«, WYV RYHU °
32K UHDOO\"’

Apparently hearing my voice, Yukinoshita had an overjoyed face and
was about to stand up. | raised my hand to stop her and slumped over, lying
on the desk.

3, WIV RYHU LWYJV DOO RYHU ,WTV LPSRVVLEOH
DQ\WKLQJ , FDQIW WKLQN RI D VLQJOH ZRUG DQ

37KDWYV ZKDW \RX PHDQW ed irca$tun@iem iindwad VL J
EDFN LQ KHU VHDW 3% XW ZH FDQYW KDYH WKDW
NQRZ"’

3:HOO \HDK , NQRZ WKDW EXW«’
, ZDV VR DZDUH RI LW WKDW , ZDV VLFEN RI LW

function no matter how much | wanted it to. My brain was always resistant to
labor, so | was starting to feel nothing could be done at this point. In the



VDPH ZD\ \RXYG ZzULQJ D ZHW WRZHO XQWLO WKH
came to mind.

| fell backwards onto my chair and looked up at the ceiling. ,fP DOO RX
RSWLRQV«

| left my curled hands on the keyboard despite not moving them. With
my hands like that and my body facing up at the heavens, | resembled the
corpse ofaninsect. ,fP QRWKLQJ PRUH WKDQ DQ LQVHFW
incompetentinsec W WKDW FDQTW HYHQ PDNH D GHDGOL
+DFKLPDQ WKH ,QVHFW IURP QRZ RQ $QG OHWTV
WKH VHD«

| stared at the ceiling peacefully and Yukinoshita entered my field of
vision. As she looked down at me, her face looked somehow anxious.

S«+HUH WDNH WKLV ~

As Yukinoshita spoke, she quietly set something wrapped in a
handkerchief near my chest.

| lifted my face and took the wrapped object from her; it was slightly
warm. The handkerchief was decorated with an adorable design of cat
paws. After unwrapping it, what came out was a can of MAX COFFEE. It
looked like she tried her best at keeping it warm.

Seeing that brought a smile to my face.

S7TDNH D EUHDWKHU <RXfUH QRW JRLQJ WR JH\
bDw WKH VFUHHQ WKH HQWLUH WLPH ,WY{G EH EH!'
Yukinoshita said, abruptly looking away. She went back to her seat and
resumed her work.

STKDQNV«’
| appreciatively accepted her offering and decided to make use of it. |

snapped the tab of the MAX COFFEE can and drank it while watching
<XNLQRVKLWDYV SURILOH LQ D GD]H



,Q WKH PHDQWLPH <XNLQRVKLWDYV KDQGV GL/!
only the sounds of red pen writing on the paper could be heard.
Nevertheless, | felt the frequency of the sounds was a little odd.

S«6RUU\ LV LW WKDW EDG""
3(Kll’

When | asked her, Yukinoshita turned her face towards me. She then
dropped her gaze to the paper at her hands, understanding what | meant.
While rolling the red pen along her lips, she opened her mouth.

3« 7TKHUH DUH PLVWDNHY EXW WKH\YfUH DW PRV
LVQTRNWKLQJ JODULQJO\N ZURQJ VR GRQTW ZRUU\
KDG IDU PRUH W\SRV ~ <XNLQRVKLWD VDLG ZLWK
looked much more her age like that, taking a much more cherubic
appearance.

3:HOO \RX ZHUH PDNLQJ D ORW RI UHG PDUNYV

32K <RX RQO\ IRUJRW WR DGG VRPH QRWHV QH
DGGLQJ WKRVH LQ , PDNH UHYLVLRQV DV , JR DC

S6RUU\ IRU WKH WURXEOH ~

| thought | was being casual in stating that, but Yukinoshita stopped her
hands and gently set aside her red pen on the table. She then lowered her
shoulders in discouragement.

3«, TP VRUU\ WRR |, VKRXOGYYH FKHFNHG RQ \R
FKDQFH , VKRXOGTYH NQRZQ WKDW HYHQ \RX FD

3$K QR L WazisvaldalxtidMon my part. Actually, is that, like,
some kind of super high-JUDGH VDUFDVP«"" , DVNHG

<XNLQRVKLWD VPLOHG DQG VKRRN KHU KHDG ?
LW HVVHQWLDOO\ PHDQV WKDW LW ZDV P\ PLVFED(



SoyoureallywerH EHLQJ VDUFDVWLF«

(LWKHU zZzD\ WKHUHYV QR GRXEW WKDW WKH EF
Whether it was me, her, or ourselves, we still had yet to come to an
understanding. And that was presently like the state of the sky that
expanded beyond the window, the sky that belonged to any one person.

While you were unable to distinguish between noon and night, the moment
you could tell was the moment the color of would change, moment by
moment.

3,0 WKH HQG ,TP WKH RQH ZKRTV XQDEOH WR (
Yukinoshita muttered, looking at the indistinct sunset.

3<RXTYH GRQH PRUH WKDQ HQRXJK ,WJV QRW ¢
JRRG DW VFKHGXOLQJ ,VVKLNLYV SUHWW\ JRRG
EXW VKHYV QRW H[DFWO\ WKH W\SH WKDW FDQ S¢

WhLOH DQVZHULQJ , ORRNHG DW WKH VDPH VX
color we were seeing were different. Red, pink, or scarlet. Perhaps,

vermillion or even dark red. It may very well be orange. But no matter what
WKH FRORU LW ZRX0OGQYfW KDYH ERWKHUHG PH

36R XK« \RXYfYH EHHQ D KXJH KHOS ~

| took my eyes off the window and returned them back to the Student
Council Room.

The setting sun poured into the room, dying it red. When | turned to
Yukinoshita beside me, her downcast expression was unperceivable. But
her ears and her nape that peeked out from between the gaps of her hair
was submerged in scarlet.

3«,| WKDWTTV ZKDW \RX WKLQN WKHQ , KRSH VR
muttered with a low voice, as though having no confidence, or perhaps, as
though she was sulking.

However, that was at most only an instant. She promptly lifted her face,
brushed aside her hair at her shoulder, and with her voice no more chilly



WKDQ WKH XVXDO VKH VDLG 3,100 PDNH VRPH D
and buy you some time

SFK-WXUH« +XK \RX FDQ GR WKDW"" , DVNHG E
answer.

Instead, she started dialing a number with her cellphone.

3«<XLIJDKMPDR" &KDQJH RI SODQV ,Q FDVH WKH
completed in time, fill the rest with as much text as you can and submit it. As
IRU WKH ODVW SRUWLRQ HQWHU LQ GXPP\ WH[W
7TKDWYV DOO &DQVBQ® NERZ, DVKIMOQO«" <HV SOHI

After Yukinoshita cut the call, she directed her gaze at me as though to
confirm | had heard all that.

3«,V WKDW RND\"’

S, WYV VLPSO\ DQ HPHUJHQF\ FRXQWHUPHDVXUH
RQ WLPH :HYYH Da théldxi@\exfzirsdsRhat will come with
PDNLQJ FRUUHFWLRQV LQ WKH EXGJHW VR WKHU
ZH PD\ QRW EH DEOH WR GR D ILQDO FKHFN RQ H
FDQ GR JLYHQ WKH VLWXDWLRQ =~ <dXddeQi®RdéedlL WD
with any unforeseen accidents, she prepared a schedule with a buffer as a
last resort.

*RRG JULHI 6KHYV WKH RQH DOZD\V WHOOLQJ |
exactly was the soft one here?

'HOO , FRXOGQIYW GHQ\ WKD We codldDeasily bé ad W L H
DOWDJRQLVWLF GHPRQ %XW WKDWY{YV H[DFWO\ ZI
pampered like this.

| swallowed the rest of my MAX COFFEE and forcefully put the can
aside. The table clanked when the can came in contact with the steel desk.

SLPH WR ILQLVK XS ~, VDLG DQG IDFHG WKH F



3«, VHH ,Q WKDW FDVH GR \RXU EHVW ~

As short as her soft words were, they were more than enough to reach
my ears.

W PLIKWYYH EHHQ EHFDXVH RI WKH TXLFAX EUF
COFFEE that fueled my brain, but my hands continued typing, aiming to fill
the remaining blank space.

| continued writing without heeding the time and before | knew it,
Yuigahama and Isshiki were already present in the Student Council Room.

The three girls tensely sat across from me and silently waited for me to
finish while staring.

Y-<RX JX\V DUH PDNLQJ LW KDUGHU WR ZULWH«

But regardless, | produced sentence after sentence, eventually making
WKH VHHPLQJO\ ILQDO RQH , SUHYV WishedieH HQW
remove my hands from the keyboard. | read down, line by line. After
FRQILUPLQJ WKDW , FRXOGQTW ZULWH DQRWKHU
was finally complete.

3, P GHILQLWHO\ GRQH QRZ«~

My body immediately went limp and | fell back onto my chair with my
arms dangling at the side. | sighed in reassurance and Yukinoshita came
over to my seat.

S0D\ , WDNH D ORRN"’

3«<HDK ~

| pushed the laptop towards her and Yukinoshita went right into checking
over my work. Yuigahama and Isshiki watched her in apprehension.



Conversely, | was anything but nervous. After all, | was free! What the heck
LY D GHDGOLQH" , GRQTW NQRZ ZKDnaldWwtH®ueLV )
to scream at the top of my lungs and patiently waited for Yukinoshita to
finish.
And after some time, Yukinoshita lifted her face from the computer.
3«1R SUREOHPV WR EHVIRXQSOHBVHKLMNHKHFN LW RY|

3<<HV ~

Next, Isshiki started checking as well, but the fact that it made it pass
<XNLQRVKLWD PHDQW WKDW LW VKRXOGQIW KDY
my work was over. Oh man, a world without deadlines really is the greatest!

As | was inebriated with a sense of liberation, Yuigahama and
Yukinoshita spoke to me.

S*RRG MRENL °
3«*RRG ZRUN WRGD\ ~
3$KK \RX JX\V WRR 6RUU\N IRU KROGLQJ WKLQ.

Dear me, indulging in this sense of liberation almost made me feel like |
had accomplished everything by myself, but this time around, it was all
thanks to the three who watched over me and kept me from running away in
the middle of everything.

If | thought about it that way, the euphoria | was experiencing was all
because | was put under surveillance.

«6R WKDW EDVLFDOO\ PHDQV WKDW HGLWRUYV L
dangerous drugs. They definitely needed to be regulated. DEADLINES,
JUST SAY NO!9

3, P GRQH FKHFNLQJ 1R SUREOHPV KHUH = ,VV]I

YukinoshitanoGGHG EDFN 3:HYYH PDQDJHG WR ILQL"
GRQIW ZH JR IRU D FXS RI WHD EDFN DW WKH FO

$:H{G EHWWHU FHOHEUDWH -



3, DJUHH ~

Yuigahama and Isshiki responded back in enthusiasm. However,
Yukinoshita gave Isshiki a cold look.

3<R X Q HH GheANial GhBckwin everything. After that, have Hiratsuka-
VHQVHL ORRN DW LW DV ZHOO “FkRBKWYHNI\VRXU MRE

327
6HHLQJ ,VVKLNL FRPSODLQLQJ FDXVHG <XNLQR
IRWLFLQJ WKDW <XLJDKDPD FDPH LQZHHN WH H/H\L q
JRLQJ WR EH DURXQG VR FRPH RQ RYHU DIWHU \
38XXXJK« <HV PDYDP ,00 ILQLVK HYHU\WKLQJ
Isshiki gripped her red pen even before she ended her sentence and
began reviewing everything with eyes as round as a plate. We watched her

with a sidelong glance while making our way out of the room.

On the way to the clubroom, Yukinoshita briefly sighed. 2 «,V V KshrN L
VKRXOG KDYH MXVW EHHQ WKDW PRWLYDWHG IUF

S, URRK®DQ FDQ GR LW LI VKH WULHV ~
S3<HDK \RX JHW SHRSOH OLNH WKDW 3HRSOH Z
WKH\fUH EDFNHG LQWR D FRUQHU ~ , VDLG ZHDU

words.

/TKHQ <XNLQRVKLWD ZRUH D WHDVLQJ VPLOH D
FRXOG \RX EH WDONLQJ DERXW"~

3, 1P WDONLQJ DERXW LQ JHQHUDO °



It looked like the heater in the Service Club had its repairs come in

yesterday and was now completely warm and cozy unlike a few days ago.
7KH 6 WXGHQW &RXQFLO 5RRP ZDVQIYW D SDUWL

EHLQ EXWLQ WKHHQG , IHOW PXFK PRUH DW H
WKLY RQ DQ HPRWLRQDO OHYHO EXW RQ D PRUH

territorial. And when inhabiting a place for close to a year, even dogs and
FDWV ZRXOG VWDUW WUHDWLQJ LW DV WKHLU RZ

But the clubroom | was comfortable with looked rather disheveled due to
all the work we had been doing for the free newspaper in the past few days.

While Yukinoshita prepared the tea, Yuigahama and | decided to clean

up the room.
We gathered up the documents and threw them away. After taking some

time to finish, we sat in our seats with exhaustion which was when
<XLJDKDPD OHW RXW DQ 3DK =, WXUQHG DURXQG
camera we had used when interviewing all the clubs.

$+H\ ZH VKRXOG WDNH D SLFWXUH $ SLFWXUH

Yuigahama said.

<XNLQRVKLWDTV EURZV ZULgahb@&ited biét Hda® J W K
inquisitively. Yukinoshita shook her head causing Yuigahama to tilt her head

in the opposite direction.
The two engaged in a dialog with only their expressions until the door of
the clubroom opened noisily.
3, P DOO GRQH ZLWK SRXQGLQJ WKH VXFNHUYV
Issihiki came in as she spoke. 8K \RX UHDOO\ GRQITW QHHG
SSRXQGLEKHQ VKH QRWLFHG WKH FDPHUD LQ <XLJ
raised a voice of surprise.
32K VR WKLV LV ZKHUH WKH 6WXGHQW &RXQFL!

QHHG WR XVH LW"’



3, W ORRNV OLNH VKHYV JRLQJ WR WDNH D SLFW
Yukinoshita answered, sounding like a stranger. OPKPP \RXJYUH DFW
FOXE PHPEHU WRR« ,Q IDFW \RXYUH WKH FOXE S
32K, FDQ WDNH WKH SLFWXUH IRU \RX ~

S, URKIODQ \RX VKRXOG WDNH D SLFWXUH ZLWK

S<HV E\ DOO PHDQV ZH FDQ DIWHUZDUGV« %X
HYHU\RQH LQ WKH 6HUYLFH &OXE ~

Isshiki firmly refused with a smile and stretched her hand out to
<XLJDKDPD 6KH PLIKWYYH EHHQ DFWLQJ FRQVLG
Realizing her intentions, Yuigahama handed over the camera.

S5HDOO\" 7TKDQNV VR PXFK :HJOO OHDYH LW \R
WRIJHWKHU DIWHUZDUGYV ~

38P , KDYHQW VDLG D VLQJOH WKLQJ DERXW \

3<XNLQRQ \RXJUH EHLQJ WRR VWXEERUQ ~ <XL
<XNLQRVKLWD VWXWWHUHG :HOO HLWKHU ZD\ \
KDYH KHU SLFWXUH WDNHQ LQ W-KH H®HKG&E %D wWQ DV
to change anything, not that | was any different.

However, | recalled a persisting problem with the camera.

3«, GRQTW UHDOO\ FDUH EXW WKH PHPRU\ FDU

32K WKDWSYTV ULJKW WV EHFDXVH VH®DeSmsL WR
&OXE °

$:KDW H[DFWO\ GLG \RX WDNH SLFWXUHV RI WR

Yukinoshita stated in astoundment while Yuigahama thought it over and
made a big nod.

37TKH 7THQQLV &O0XHKDQR KRK«" ;, IXHVV WKHUHTV
FDQ GR WKHUH ~



3<XenSDL \RXYUH UHDOO\ RND\ ZLWK WKDW "

6R VKH ILQDOO\ JDYH XS« 1R WKHUHTV D VPDO
L WQ¢ so | thought until Isshiki clapped her hands and shoved them in the
pocket of her blazer.

3.l WKHUHYYVY QR PHPRU\ KRZ DERXW WKLV VPDI
and presented my smartphone. Speaking of which, she had my phone
today, too.

3§ KK ZHOO WKHUHYV VWLOO VSDFH LQ WKHUH

32ND\ ZHYOO JR ZLWK WKLV ~ ,VVKLNL VDLG ZL
SKRQH 7KLV PLJKWNH EFFRHIYV L\G\HKULD RVQ R QWOOA ZHG
JHW KHU DW DOO«

3PP RND\ VHQSDL \RX VW D-sevipailand N@inaskitd-U H
VHQSDL VKRXOG VWDQG EHKLQG VHQSDL

32NDDD\ °
388P« -HH]«”

Isshiki shot out instructions and Yuigahama took the reluctant
<XNLQRVKLWDYV DUP $QG ILQDOO\ <XNLQRVKLW
RI WKHP WKHQ VWRRG WRIJHWKHU EHKLQG PH« %l

3«+XK" :DLW D VHFRQG" ,VQITW WKLV DUUBLQJHP
like one of those coming-of-age family photos? Maybe you two should back
RIl D ELW PRUH"’

If anything, you two are too close! Too close, | said! | mean, taking a
picture together is one thing, but having you two so close to me really gets
me nervous, so stop it.

The chair made a racket when | tried to get up to make some distance,
but both of my shoulders were forced back. | looked up and Yukinoshita was
looking at me with a sweet and cold smile.

S+LNLIDXD \RXYUH EHLQJ YHU\ VWXEERUQ ~



STKDWTIV \RX«’
S, URRK®DQ ZHYUH UHDG\ WR JR QRZ °

Yuigahama further pressed down on my shoulder and called out to
Isshiki.

$2ND\ KHUH ZH JR 6D\ FKHHHHHVH -

There were several flashes of light in conjunction with the sound of the
snapping shutter. $KK , GHILQLWHO\ PDGH D IXQQ\ IDFH
look like those coming-of-DJH SLFWXUHYV «

As | sat there feeling dejected, Isshiki approached me and handed back
my smartphone.

3+HUH \RX JR VHQSDL« ,WfV D JRRG SLFWXUH
VOLIKWO\ PDWXUH VPLOH , GLGQTYW ERWKHU WU
was sure she meant exactly what she said.

S+LNNL FDQ \RX VHQG PH WKH SLFWOWH "OZKW DM
D SLFWXUH WRJHWKHU ~

S2NDDDD\ 3OHDVH WDNH WKH SLFWXXUH VHQS
shoulder and hurried over towards Yuigahama and Yukinoshita.

3G OLNH WR UHIUDLQ«~

3, VDLG QR HYUH DOO JRLQJ WR WDNH WKH SL

3+RZ VKRXOG ZH DUUDQJH RXUVHOYHV"’

While the three thought about their arrangement for the picture, | quietly
looked at my phone. The screen displayed the photo of the Service Club

taken a moment ago.

«6KH ZzDV ULJKW LW ZDVQYW DV EDG DV , WKR>
coming-of-age picture, too.



$QG DOVR EHIRUH ZKHQ , GLGQYW NQRZ ZKDW
&OXE ZDV OLNH RU ZKDW ZH ZHUH OLNH , IHOW C
WKH SLFW Xas badzb MI@Gght.

, VWLOO GLGQTW NQRZ ZKDW WR FDOO WKLV FC
WKHUHYVY VRPHWKLQJ ZH FRXOG VKDUH E\ YLUWX
GLG KDYH WKH ZRUGV LWV OLNHO\ ZHTG HQG X:
awry feelings held together.

S+ LNNL WDNH WKH SLFWXUH °

3«*RW LW °

| stood up after Yuigahama yelled out. | directed the camera of my
smartphone towards the girls and positioned it.

Yuigahama wore her usual energetic and bright smile.
Isshiki had her first-rate camera face.

And lastly, hugged closely from both sides, Yukinoshita, although slightly
vexed, was blushing red with embarrassment.

Just how many more days of these normal trivialities could we continue
to accumulate from here on?

Just what kind of pain would accompany the nostalgic sight of these
photos when we became old enough?

In thinking all of that, | pressed the shutter.

Volume 10.5, Chapter 4

And so, the night in the Hikigaya household goes on.
Part 1 +Part 2



It was a windy night during the peak of winter. The blast of air struck the
window, causing the glass of the living room to rattle noisily. | lifted my body
up from inside the kotatsu and looked outside. It was considerably late into
the night and only the sight of the street lights flickering could be seen within
the darkness

It seems like my parents were going to be back late tonight because of
some trouble right before the fiscal year-end. The only ones home were just
Komachi and me. Recently, the time we could see other and talk had
decreased. There were a few days left until her exam day. Today, like
always, she was bound to her room, exerting herself for her studies.

Pew pew, the wind that seemed extremely cold blew by once more.
Though the heating for the living room was slight, the cold permeated the
area near the window.

, ZRQGHU LI .RPDFKLYV VXIIHULQJItolRyR, MK H FR
GLUHFWHG P\ JDJH DW WKH ZDOO ZKHUH KHU URR
VRXQG FRPLQJ IURP EH\RQG LW %XW LWV WKDW
probably already sleeping.

Thinking | should get back to sleep as well, | lay my body down and
turned over, unable to resist the comfort of the kotatsu. Kamakura, our
beloved cat, came crawling out from underneath as though I had kicked him
in that moment. He sent me a disgruntled glance. Oh, s-VR U U\ «

After apologizing to him internally, Kamakura snorted and began
grooming himself. Upon finishing, his ears perked up and he faced the door.

The door creaked open and entering the living room wearing my hand-
me-downs jersey was Komachi.

3:KDW \RXJUH VWLOO DZDNH"

3, VOHSW DW D ZHLUG WLPH VR QRZ ,MP ZLGH I
FOHDU RSHQ H\HV DW PH 2K \HDK WKHUH ZHUH
around on their sofa or in their kotatsu once they got home and fall asleep.
KHQ LWV QLJKW WKH\YG ILQG LW KDUG WR VOH

Naps like the aforementioned could certainly be utilized, but such was
WKLY VHDVRQ ,Q WKH IDFH RI XSFRPLQJ H[DPV
\RXU OLIHVW\OH ZRXOGQTW JR RXW RI WXQH



3<RX VKRXOG MXVW WU\ WR VOHHS 2WKHUZLVF
WRPRUURZ -

3, NQRZ EXW ,fP NLQGD KXQJU\ ,f00 VOHHS D
rotated her shoulders and headed straight to the kitchen.

3:KRD«” .RPDFKL JUXPEOHG ZLWK D VPDOO YRLI
body up to see what happened and Komachi was blankly staring into the
refrigerator.

Ah, crap. | totally forgot, mom asked me to do some shopping the other
day. | was wondering what she wanted since she called me so suddenly. |
was so busy with creating the free newspaper that the shopping slipped my
PLQG , KDG GLQQHU RQ P\ RZQ WRR« 7TKHUHTV S
ingredients left. Komachi looked into the empty refrigerator and groaned. So
sorry, oni-FKDQ WRWDOO\ IRUJRW WR GR WKH VKRSS|
be my fault that Komachi starves!

3«$OULIJKW ,900 PDNH \RX VRPHWKLQJ WKHQ °

3(K«" <RX GRQTW KDYH WR ~ .RPDFKL WXUQHG L
3:KDW GRQYW EH VK\~
1R LWSYV ILQH /LNH UHDOO\ SOHDVH GRQTW

Komachi spoke in a hurry while shaking her hands. This brat looked
UHDOO\ VHULRXYV ZKHQ VKH VDLG WKDW« % XW VK
eating my food once | make something. What a good girl! But make sure to
watch what you say!

3. P NLQG RI KXQJU\ P\VHOIl VR HLWKHU ZD\ .1
<RXU SRUWLRQ LV MXVW H[WUD "~ , JDYH .RPDFKL
stood in the kitchen.

.RPDFKL UHOXFWDQWO\ QRGGHG 3:HOO LI \RX

Despite saying that, she followed me around from behind, worried about
what | was going to make, as | sifted through the cabinets and refrigerator.



| discovered eggs, milk, and tube fish paste cake in the refrigerator and
from the cabinet, | came across bag ramen and canned corn beef. These
V KR X O Gefh ndreBHan enough. | set them all on the counter and
Komachi peeked out her face from behind me.

3, 1P JRQQD JHW IDW LI , HDW VWXIlI OLNH WKHV

3, WYV RND\ .RPDFKL LV FXWH LQ DOO VKDSHV I

3:RRRZ WKLV JX\ VXUH LV FDUHIUHH ~

While Komachi mumbled her complaints, | filled a pot with water and
SODFHG LW RYHU D ILUH WYV HVVHQWLDO WR X'
water. Until it boiled, | began the preparations for stir-frying the corn beef

and tube fish paste cake.

Komachi came up beside me and scrutinized every ingredient one by
one.

3«2QFIKDQ LV WKLV ZKDW \RXYTYH EHHQ HDWLQ.

31RW UHDOO\ , XVXDOO\ HDW PRPYV IRRG ZKHC
GLG WKLV IRU WRGD\ VLQFH , IRUJRW WR JR VKR

3, GRQYW VHH DQ\ YHIJHWDEOHYV DW DOO«’

37KHUHYV QR VXFK WKLQJ DV QXWULWLRQ LQ D
YHIJHWDEOHV IRU XV VR ZHJUH ILQH ’

3. P SUHWW\ VXUH WKH\ HDW QRWKLQJ EXW JUI
\RX MHH]«” .RPDFKL VDLG 6KH RdskdcHed upvasiarF D E
as she could to reach her hand inside.

32K WKHUHTV VRPH QRUL VHDZHHG :H FDQ VRI
DQG« PD\EH ZH VKRXOG RSHQ WKH FDQQHG FRUQ

32KK WKLV LV JHWWLQJ NLQG RI HIWUDYDJDQMW



As | watched Komachi preparing food toppings in awe, | reached for the
pack of milk. Noticing that, Komachi immediately took a hold of my hand.
Her expression was gravely solemn.

3:KRD +RHMan, Wwhat are you gonna use the milk for? | dunno what
\RXTUH SODQQLQJ EXW \RXYUH VFDULQJ PH VR \

3<RX GRQIW NQRZ" $GGLQJ PLON NLQG RI WXUC

| poured the milk in the pot as | talked. In that instant, Komachi shrieked
WUDJLFDOO\ 3, WROG \RX WR VWRS WRR ~

1R VHH" 7TKLFNHQLQJ XS WKH EURWK PDNHYV L'

| ignored the sniffing Komachi and smoothly finished up my cooking. |
poached the eggs and filled two bowls with ramen from the simmering pot.
Then, | added the corn beef and fish paste cake stir-fry. Lastly, once | added
the wet seaweed, dry seaweedand FRUQ WRSSLQJV« WKH UDPI

Komachi stood in place idly with a frown. | pushed her from behind and
headed to the kotatsu. | placed the two bowls down in front of me and
handed Komachi a pair of chopsticks and a Chinese spoon.

S$OULIKW IRBGYV VHUY

Komachi timidly took her chopsticks. When she took a bite, her stiffened
cheeks relaxed.

3«2K LWV VXUSULVLQJO\ JRRG ~ .RPDFKL ZKLV
would blow at her noodles and soup before slurping them in her mouth.
Relieved at her unexpected, but positive reception, | began eating as well.

7KH ERWK RI XV FRXOGQYIYW KDQGOH KRW IRRG
fast. We leisurely took our time until Komachi had some kind of realization
DQG PXPEOHG 3<RX UHDOO\ KDYHQ fng/sidéewWeNHQ D
ZHUH \RXQJHU« WV NLQGD QRVWDOJLF ~

.RPDFKLYfYVY OLSV IRUPHG D VRIW VPLOH KHU JD



Long ago, when Komachi was in the lower years of primary school, our
SDUHQWYV ZRXOG VRPHWLPHYV FRPH KRPHfoOtBEWH
WZR XV DQG ZHYG HDW WRJHWKHU WV WUXH W
PHQ OLNH WKLY DQG EDFN WKHQ EXWo,sRRPDFKL Z
FRPSODLQHG D ORW« % XW UHJDUGOHVYV VKHITG \
that was simultaneously nostalgic and embarrassing.

3 5XGH 7KH IRRG WDVWHY ZD\ EHWWHU WKDQ E
TXLWH D ORW VLQFH WKHQ °

STKDWYV WHKDBHQ 2QRWDOO\ KDVQTW LPSURYHG C
ZLWK DQ LQVXOW DQG PDGH D PRFENLQJ ODXJK 6
EHWWHU LI \RX OHDUQ KRZ WR SURSHUO\ FRRN IF

$:HOO \HDK ,00 QHHG WR L@YWIRRHGKRXWR ENNVE

S0P \HDK , UHDOO\ GRQTW WKLQN \RXTOO EH C
WDONLQJ DERXW IRU XQLYHUVLW\ DQG ZRUN <RX
GD\ ULJKW" <RX{fOO KDYH WR NQRZ KRZ WR FRRN

38K , GRQYW SODQ RQ OHDYLQJ«" , VDLG

Komachigave PH D FROG VWDUH 3*HW RXW °

322ND\«”

What, do you hate me now? , FKHFNHG WKH FRPSOH[LRQ F
face and she coughed. She then covertly removed her gaze from me, giving
me upward glances with blushing cheeks and let out a sweet voice.

3:HOO {HKM@QLEDQfW FRRN DW DOO , FDQ DOZzZD
VRPHWKLQJ HYHU\ QRZ DQG WKHQ« 2K WKDW ZD\

37KH DVVXPSWLRQ WKDW \RXTOO EH FKDVLQJ P

As we chatted, we finished the entirety of our late-night ramen.

37TKDQN \RX IRU WKH IRRG °~ .RPDFKL VDLG ERZ
then breathed out in satisfaction and laid down on her side.



S3<HDK \RXYUH ZHOFRPH $OULJKW QRZ JR VOH

Komachi looked like she was going to fall asleep in the kotatsu, so |
called out to her. She responded back strangely with groans and mumbles,
but as though something had come to mind, she abruptly lifted her body up.

3, IlHHO OLNH HDWLQJ VRPHWKLQJ NLQGD VZHH)
3:H DLQYW JRW DQ\WKLQJ VZHHW °
The only things | could prepare right now were a sweet look, sweet
words, and sweet thoughts. Finding that unsatisfactory, Komachi vigorously
bounced to her feet.
32ND\ PD\EH , Y00 VWRS E\ WKH FRQYHQLHQFH
3$ JLUO VKRXOG QRW EH RXW DORQH WKLV ODW

S, WYV ILQH DV ORQJ , GROQTTW JR DORQH ULJKW
to me.

«:HOO LWV EHHQ D ORQJ WLPH VR , PLJKW D\
brother.

It was a beautiful, starry night. The wind was strong and the air was
clear. The moon, the stars, the street lights, and the glowing rows of houses
illuminated the night street.

2Q RXU ZzD\ WR WKH FRQYHQLHQFH VWRUH ZH (
person.In WKDW SHDFHIXO WRZQ .RPDFKLYV YRLFH I

S<LNHV ,WfV FROG &RRRRROG ’

S6BHULRXVO\«”’



The both of us trembled from the difference in temperature between
indoors and outdoors. Komachi screamed out and crashed into me from
behind. She then grabbed my arm.

3«0P , WYV D ORW ZDUPHU WKLV ZD\ DQG DOVR
she said while looking up at me.

It was hard to walk, embarrassing, and accumulating all these points
was rather irritating. | stretched my hand out to her head in an attempt to
pul KHU RIl .RPDFKL WKHQ PXPEOHG TXLHWO\ 3 W
KXK«" $IWHU WKDW ,00 EH JUDGXDWLQJ« 7TKHQ

.RPDFKL ZzDVQTW DV HQHUJHWLF DV VKH ZDV HI
focused on the sporadic glows of the street lights, gloomily. When |
witnessed her anxiety, | stopped my hand from pushing her aside.

S.RPDFKL -
3+P" KDWYV EXDRQLL

She lifted her face when | called her name. | patted her head and gently
brushed her hair.

3,900 EH ZDLWLQJIWHKRRROX'LQ KLJK

3«0KP ~ .RPDFKL FDVWHG KHU H\HV GRZQZDUGYV
pushing her head down. However, her small and frail voice resonated
strongly.

The town late at night was frighteningly silent, our footing was unsteady,
and the wind that tore through our bodies was freezing. Just when would
WKLV ORQJ ZLQWHU QLJKW HQG ZH GLGQTW NQR
forward. Even the night sky overhead still had the flickering constellations of

spring.

Should the seasons change, so did human bonds as they go through
cycles of rebirth. Perhaps, someone new would visit that clubroom. And
then, within a year, | would say farewell to that clubroom.



If winter comes, can spring be far behind?1 For the sight of this night
sky, too, will one day become my last.

7TKDWTYTV ZK\ IRU WKLV PRPHQW LI RQO\ IRU D (
beside me.

I[HWTV ORRN XS DW WKH VWDUU\ VN\ DQG ZDON









